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Writing this on the winter solstice, as the longest night of the 

year approaches, feels appropriate. Reflection reminds me that 
this year has been one of fierce resistance and many struggles on 
familiar fronts, and the outlook moving forward is uncertain. 
Trump was sworn in to office while people across the country 
took the streets in anger and resistance. Shortly afterward, 
the last of the camps at Standing Rock were brutally cleared 
and destroyed, making way for the Dakota Access Pipeline to 
further ruin communities. Forest occupations, pipeline and 
infrastructure blockades, treesits like those seen in Oregon, 
California, Pennsylvania, and New York, and sabotage against 
the machines of capital span the timeline of 2017. Antifascists, 
anarchists, Earth Firstlers, and liberationists, again and again, 
confronted fascists in the streets, some, like Heather Heyer, 
paying with their lives while showing that fascist organizing 
will not go unopposed. All the while, the far right has rallied 
around and organized with support from their newfound ally 
in the White House, with murderous results. Of course, all of 
this is coupled with severe repression and retribution from the 
state and private entities. Those arrested in Washington DC on 
January 20 are facing multiple felony charges for a few windows 
being broken. Private security contractors are surveiling and 
harassing resistance movements. The vile motherfuckers who 
represent Energy Transfer Partners are trying to sue Earth 
First!, claiming EFIers incited “terrorism” at Standing Rock, 
and delivered the suit to the Journah address. Net neutrality 
has been eliminated in favor of privatizing how information is 
accessed, which opens the door for political censorship on the 
internet. 

The “revolution,” “collapse,” or whatever else we have been 
calling it is breathing down our fucken necks. Fascists are 
killing people who oppose them. The police are still killing 
people with impunity. Capitalism is in its death throes as the 
rich tighten their stranglehold on wealth. It’s here, its been a 
long time coming, and the tone is being set during the messy 


beginnings of it. It likely won’t look like what many of us have 
imagined, theorized, or dreamed about. 

So what does this mean for Earth Firsders, anarchists, 
antifascists, or anyone interested in making sure we are 
prepared when fascists attack our communities, companies 
continue to forcefully extract fossil fuels, and governments 
criminalize dissent in all its forms and insist on increasingly 
oppressive forms of control? We’ve been fighting like hell for a 
minute now, and we need to keep it up, because we’re building 
towards a new phase of a long struggle. It means building strong 
connections with people outside of your typical organizing 
crew---connections that can be relied on through a diversity 
of struggles. It means building self defense capacity in all its 
forms, including strong communities that can help each other 
without the state, confrontational campaigns to fight back 
against threats to those communities, efforts to proactively 
protect our organizing efforts, and imaginative projects that 
destroy power structures. 

Few things are certain as our situation progresses, and what 
comes next is up for grabs. Right now, the far right has some 
advantages, but they haven’t won. We have each other, and we 
have creativity. We have the ability to think of and discover 
new ways of collaborating in resistance and effectively building 
together. We have networks of friends and allies that we can 
reach out to and grow, and we have alternatives to offer the 
ever-growing number of disenfranchised people. We need to 
start preparing for more coordinated, sustained struggle. 

Though the circumstances are bleak, it’s necessary that we 
gather ourselves collectively and individually, step up to the 
mounting challenges that won’t relent for the foreseeable 
future, and deliver a beautiful fight. 

In preparation, 
Twig 
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Defying Dread and 
Demystifying Mental Illness 

by Hellbender 



From September through October of 2013, Hellbender lived in a 
treesit in the Loyalsock State Forest as part of a Marcellus Shale 
Earth First! campaign. 


Content warning: This story involves very emotional 
personal accounts , including being outed and mental 
health support. 

I have a long history with mental illness. I have been 

diagnosed with tons of things, including oppositional defiant 
disorder (go figure!), bipolar disorder, borderline personality 
disorder, anxiety, and depression. I was hospitalized four times 
between the ages of eight and 12, and I spent sixth through 
ninth grades in special education schools due to my overall 
mental unwellness. I was labeled "learning disabled" due to my 
behavior and my dyslexia. 

I don't agree with those labels. If I had to guess, I am dealing 
with obsessive compulsive disorder, anxiety, and borderline 
personality disorder (that's a high-octane cocktail right there!). 

Its been a long time since I’ve reached out to any of you out 
there. For those of you that don’t know, when we last left off 
I was sitting in the same clothes for a month, 60 feet up in a 
black cherry tree. 

When I wasn’t writing all of you, I was reading. I read 
“Living My Life,” “Against the Airport and Its World,” and 
“The World Without Us” in that time*. Let me qualify that 
with this: Because I'm dyslexic, I have a hard time reading 
print in paperback books the most. But in between looking at 
the ground, talking to owls, and sleeping, reading was a good 
option to try and break up the time. 

Being up there was great for me. I was basically channeling 
my inner sloth, not moving much other than around the plat¬ 
form, or out on our lines at night. I didn’t have all this bougie 
shit some of you kids have nowadays, with lots of friends in tree 
villages and mainstream media coverage. 

If you looked all around in that time, it felt like everyone was 
winning—from the Northeast to the Pacific Northwest, from 
the ZAD in France to teenage radicals in Bahrain. The folks 
in the Unist'ot'en camp and the Elsipogtog First Nation were 
fighting the hardest I’ve ever seen to decolonize and stop the 
desecration of their unceded lands. 

I do not pretend to know anyone from those places person¬ 
ally, but I don’t think I would be out of line to say that some¬ 
one there had a situation that burned them out or suddenly 
turned them off to this movement entirely. This is nothing new 
to most of us, this general complaint that we as a movement 
are largely too white and too cis and too normie, and we are all 
those things, really. 
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But we don’t need to be willfully ignorant about it, either. 

I am going to briefly explain why. But I want to start by 
saying it's rough. And I am going to use the word “we.” If you 
disagree with everything here, you are not we, you are you. But 
if you identify with anything in this article in any way, and that 
helps you, please know there are others like you. Even though 
it may feel impossible right now. I also want say I do not fully 
understand the needs of folks who aren’t able-bodied, or even 
all people who are mentally ill! And I want to recognize that. 
But from what I do know, I think the feelings I am expressing 
have some commonalities with those of other folks. 

I ended up in my current situation—isolated from the move¬ 
ment I was once so involved in—because of a blowout that 
occurred between an ex-partner outing me (either intentionally 
or unintentionally; at this point I don’t care), and my reac¬ 
tion being “hard” for some folks not ready for that. I get it: It’s 
scary when our comrades are going through rough shit. What 
happened to me was conceivably the roughest thing I’ve ever 
experienced. 

But please, I beg you all: Do the hard shit. Talk to your 
friends, allies, and accomplices who are going through mental 
health crises. Don’t force them that second, but progressively 
talk them through what’s hurting them. This movement is built 
on a love for the Earth and everything. But it seems so little is 
put into really delving into supporting each other and loving 
ourselves. On many occasions when my friends come up to me 
long after I am upset, I feel they are being half-hearted or act¬ 
ing out of guilt to say something just to say something. This is 
only because it's happened before —a lot —and it's really shitty. 
I am sorry if it's rough to hear that from someone, but they’re 
asking you to prove them wrong. The simple act of reassuring 
someone, “You know I love you right?” or “I know you’re trying 
to get through this right now,” is invaluable. That’s all. 

Since my time away from the EF! movement I’ve worked 
with the IDD (Intellectually/Developmentally Disabled) 
population and it's been the only thing worth my effort. 

If you want to know mutual aid, you’ll learn it from a person 
you’re serving. I’ve had the pleasure of sharing time with folks 
with indescribable circumstances. They’re indescribable mainly 
because HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Account¬ 
ability Act of 1996) is a thing, and I respect people's privacy 
totally. I’ve spent holidays with these folks when they would 
otherwise be alone. I tell them the truth when other staff mem¬ 
bers deceive them or tell them placated truths to manage them 
to staffs leisure. I’ve been bullshitted around by shitty staff, 
too. These folks don’t know this about me, but my biggest asset 
to them is that while I don’t have their disability, I know what 
external challenges staff brought me when I was in certified 
settings. 

If we, as anarchists, truly intend to lead a movement that is 
biocentric but also intersectional, we need to build from the 
ground up and intentionally include folks who aren’t physically 
or mentally able to be a more present part of organizing. 
Without all of this, we can never hope to see praxis. 

It takes more effort to not support our comrades now, since 
we’ll need them ready when the time comes. They may not 


know they are our comrades, or that they intend to aid in total 
liberation, but one day they will heed the call, as many have 
before them. 

Only when the mentally ill and folks who aren’t able-bodied 
who are on our side are seen as invaluable in this movement 
will we finally be heard. 

Those of us who've dealt with mental illness can see through 
bullshit and scene problems in a way that isn’t typical, and that 
is unique to our experience. We are impartial to judgment 
because we have been judged our whole lives. We feel things 
in a way that is often unexplainable and we long to aid in 
this struggle if the proper steps are taken to make folks feel 
comfortable doing so. And when it's time to see you at the 
barricades, hopefully we’ll be side-by-side. 

The last time I went to a gathering was the 2013 Earth First! 
Round River Rendezvous. It rained the whole time, but folks 
also stated—and to me this was literally Earth-shattering- 
news—that like-minded folks would be talking about shared 
experiences with the goal of providing mental health support 
that is meaningful and genuine. This was the creation of Mad 
Camp, a camp within Earth First! events that is specifically for 
people who identify as mentally ill, neurologically divergent, 
or crazy. Imagine sitting in a circle with relative strangers who 
all live with mental health issues and are expected to talk about 
it. That was the only time I’ve really felt good in my current 
position. 

Because even if I don’t understand you, I know what it feels 
like not to be understood at all. And there is nothing I would 
wish less upon someone than the feeling this evokes. 

I hope from the bottom of my heart that folks read this and 
get that good anxious feeling that comes before something big. 

I hope that we can really organize all of us beautiful and 
amazing fucked up mad folks. 

I hope you know you are loved. 

I hope you never feel truly alone, temporarily or otherwise. 

Rough times befall us all, and the truly rough times are 
those endured alone. So let’s nfake a promise to never let that 
happen. Ask your homeperson (friend, comrade) when they 
last ate. Insist they look bomb in that outfit—especially if 
they’re working it. Do whatever it takes just to let them know 
you’re thinking about them. It’ll make a world of difference. 

Now, to not just spew all this out there into the world, I have 
a simple proposal to accompany this piece (keep in mind that I 
haven't been to an Earth First! gathering in over four years, so 
I can't say if this is already happening). 

I would like a temporary subcommittee of Mad Camp to 
exist to clearly define what Mad Camp is and to continue to 
bottomline expanding education, conversation, and trainings 
relevant to mad folks, and to create materials that accurately 
present our collective needs to the larger movement. 

Now more than ever do I personally need this to happen, 
so instead of crying and being defeated I submitted this to the 
poor folks at the Journal. I want you all to know that I wrote 
this in part as an act of defiance to my existential dread. ^ 
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Welcome to Kansas! 

The Battle for 


the Prairie Begins 


by Sunflower 


This piece is dedicated to all the assholes on the East 
Coast who told me'with o smug little grim " You're not in 
Kansas anymore , Dorothy." Y'oll con fuck right off. 

The Free State of Kansas—mostly known in this day and 

age for the Wizard of Oz, the Koch brothers, John Brown, the 
Oregon Trail, the waving wheat, the long slog across 1-70 to 
sweet, sweet freedom in Colorado, and Jayhawk basketball— 
has a pretty incredible history as a land mass. This bioregion 
was actually a shallow inland sea for much of its prehistoric 
existence, and was once home to Tyrannosaurus rex , Triceratops , 
woolly mammoth, giant sloth, and saber-toothed tiger. The 
Konza Prairie and Flint Hills in the eastern part of the state are 
some of the last remaining untouched tail-grass prairie biore¬ 
gions on this continent. The buffalo are making a comeback, 
though most of the ones here are confined “beefalo.” The five- 
state Ogallala Aquifer runs underneath the entire western half 
of the state. Its currently being sucked dry by industrial irriga¬ 
tion at a rate of 10 feet every year, replenishing naturally only 
one to two inches in the same amount of time. 

And most alarming, the geological formations running 
deep under the entire state will be forced open by saltwater 
and hydraulic fracturing chemicals if the fossil fuel industry 
keeps getting their way. Throughout Kansas, not only are toxic 
chemicals entering just below groundwater at rates up to 5,000 
psi, but the fault lines are starting to complain. The number 
of earthquakes in Kansas and Oklahoma spikes every year. I’m 
writing to you now because Kaw Valley Earth First! is in its 
infancy, and we will need your help very soon in calming the 
fault lines and halting the plunder of clean water. The battle 
to defend the Ogallala Aquifer and all the creatures in Kansas 
from horrible death juice machines quickly approaches. 

My understanding of this place is that the work of decoloniz¬ 
ing the Plains starts with recovering history previously erased 
by the state. Only the government-sponsored settler popula¬ 
tions of the Great Plains, my ancestors included, call this place 
“Kansas.” It is a term derived from the Kaa n ze, or Kaw, the 
People of the South Wind, who dwelled on these plains since at 


least 1673 until the Spanish, French, various European traders, 
pioneers, farmers, Civil War ruffians 1 , and other tribes swept 
through northeast Kansas and down into Oklahoma in a wave 
of displacement. The Kaa n ze, Osage, and Pawnee tribes gradu¬ 
ally migrated (or were constricted to smaller and smaller patch¬ 
es of territory through corrupt treaties) down into Oklahoma 
as settlers “bought” the land in the central and southern regions 
known for their bottomless oil wells, and the Indian Removal 
Act took its toll. 

Currently, northeast Kansas is home to four Indian reserva¬ 
tions: the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation, the Sac and Fox 
Nation, the Kickapoo Tribe, and the Ioway Tribe of Kansas and 
Nebraska. The Kaw Nation, now based in northern Oklahoma, 
secured their sovereignty with the ratification of a new consti¬ 
tution in 2011. According to 2016 US Census estimates, the 
State of Kansas is currently home to nearly three million peo¬ 
ple, of whom 86.6 percent are “white” and only 1.2 percent are 
“American Indian,” and many Kansans live in rural poverty. I 
dwell in the Kaw Valley, which tpans out alongside the Kansas/ 
Kaw River in the top third of the state, snaking across from 
Kansas City, Missouri, all the way to eastern Colorado. 

In my opinion, the greatest irony of contemporary Midwest¬ 
ern civilization is the paradox of agricultural surplus: Farmers 
go into debt if they overproduce wheat, cattle’, and soybeans, 
but they go into debt if they underproduce as well. Farm fore¬ 
closures spike when Republicans hold office, yet Republican is 
the only party anyone has voted for around here in the last 40 
years. 

So Sunflower, you may be thinking, thanks for all the doom 
and gloom... but what’s the good word around Kansas? 

Well, dearest reader, it ain’t much, but it’s something. 
Politically speaking, this place is pretty rough, but the people 
here are incredibly kind and generous. Life moves at a much 
slower pace than on the coasts, and conversation opens with 
a “How are you doing these days?” and a foray into recent 
weather patterns, because everyone knows a farmer who cares 
about the weather. 

We still have beautiful sunsets and bits of untouched prairie 
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here and there, and a great breeze blowing. Sometimes there 
isn’t a tree in sight for miles, and your body and spirit are filled 
with the sounds of the western meadowlarks, prairie dogs, kes¬ 
trels, cicadas, crickets, echinacea, big bluestem, thistles, and 
sunflowers waving and calling. We have scorching sun and 
fierce snow, beautiful autumn leaves and crisp tendrils in the 
spring. We have many healing plants and a wonderful variety 
of funky trees like osage orange, cottonwood, and pawpaw. It’s 
a goddamn beautiful place, especially when there aren’t any hu¬ 
mans around. Creation abounds in the Great Plains, and I will 
not make any compromises in protecting it from extraction. 

Right now, we are embarking on an uphill fight against un¬ 
derground injection wells (UIWs). Apparently, fracking waste- 
water needs a “safe” dumping ground, and the companies re¬ 
sponsible for the stuff have devised brilliant methods of simply 
pouring it down old oil wells or building new sites to blast it 
into the rock far beneath us. These sites dot the land in places 
where humans don’t often dwell (there’s a lot of that type of 
place in Kansas). The Kansas Corporation Committee (KCC) 
is the bureaucratic agency responsible for putting their big old 
rubber stamp of approval on the permits to start pumping, but 
the KCC is comprised of only three people, who are appointed 
by the corrupt governor of the state. Recently, these agents of 
ecocide approved a new well permit on behalf of Quail Oil & 
Gas in Morris County, on the fringes of a little town in the 
Flint Hills of central eastern Kansas, two hours southwest of 
Topeka 2 . It is slated to pump five thousand barrels of fluid each 
day at 650 psi, which is the same volume as a two-story sub¬ 
urban house. Every day. Residents there have objected to the 
permit since its initial announcement in January, but the actual 
property owner of the site is no longer putting up a stink (it’s 
safe to say there’s money changing hands). The alarming thing 
about this particular UIW site is the fact that it will pump 
saltwater and unknown chemicals right into the confluence of 
two major fault lines, and the “expert witness” testifying for 
the safety of the well has no geological background. The whole 
thing is a rubber stamp sham. Anyway, I could go on about this 
particular site, but it’s likely that none of this is surprising to 
any of you and you’re thinking “Yeah okay we get it. So how do 
we stop the things?” 

In the wake of this crisis, Kaw Valley Earth First! calls upon 
all friends and fearless frack fighters to assist in a campaign to 
protect and defend the .golden plains! In winter we will scout. 
As nature slows down for the cold, we will speed up our de¬ 
fenses. This is a cry across the gentle hills and into the distance 
for a new pack to form. We will not rest until the toxic chem¬ 
icals and saltwater sludge of the fossil fuel industry is no more! 
Reach out with questions, pledges of support, critical words of 
wisdom, advice, artistry, and resources. We will be here. ^ 

May the planet breathe, 
Sunflower and Kaw Valley Earth First! 

Sunflower is a blossoming tree climber and a lover of good tea and 
cozy things. She will not hesitate to inflict Midwestern politeness on 
you... so be nice. Contact her at kawvalleyearthfirst@riseup.net. 


Endnotes: 

1 . The "border ruffians" were infiltrators and slaveholders from 
Missouri who traveled across the state line to vote in Kansas Ter¬ 
ritory elections in an attempt to make it a slave state during the 
"Bleeding Kansas" era of the Civil War. Ultimately, after Lawrence 
was burned to the ground and many lives were lost on both sides, 
Kansas became a Free State in 1861. 

2. Midwesterners tend to measure distance using increments of 
time based on car travel, because everyone has at least one car, 
usually more, and there's typically no traffic on the roads out here, 
□id you know that the 105 county borders in Kansas were drawn 
based on the distance traveled by horseback in exactly one day? 
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Above: Milkweed seed pods opening on the grassland. 

Previous page: The Kaw River as it flows through Lawrence, Kansas. 
Both photos by Sunflower. 
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STILL FIGHTING 

After Decades of War, Defenders of 
the Ancient Mattole Forest Dig In 
for Sustained Battle 

by P. Doogle 


Following the five-month forest defense blockade in 

Northern California and the belligerence of Humboldt 
Redwood Company's (HRC) security contractors against 
blockaders in late October, the company announced that they 
will not log, build roads, or spray herbicides in the Long Ridge 
area for the remainder of 2017. This news prompted us to 
remove the blockade for now in order to pursue other avenues 
of defense this winter. 

Unfortunately, HRC is still pushing their sloppily conceived 
proposal to build a new logging road off of Rainbow Ridge 
onto Long Ridge, which would lacerate the hillside across the 
.top of a large area of ancient forest in the headwaters of the 
North Fork of the Mattole River. The ill-conceived project in¬ 
volves ripping through a large bedrock outcrop and wiping out 
a grove of mature Bay Laurel trees, possibly old growth, grow¬ 
ing in the loose stones and boulders at the foot of the rock. 

This move appears to be a counterattack by HRC in an at¬ 
tempt to bypass the site of a series of blockades from the year 
2000 until now. The company says that they need the new road 
for logging and fire fighting, complaining that the existing road 
is only 12 feet wide for a few hundred feet, which is an exag¬ 
geration since the road has numerous wider points. They don't 
mention that the only apparent problem with access is the on¬ 
going conflict over their logging plans. 

With the new knowledge that these logging permits can ac¬ 
tually last seven years—not five as we'd previously thought— 
we are digging in and preparing for an ongoing campaign that 
may continue for four years or longer in the absence of a reso¬ 
lution that all parties can agree to. This is just the latest chapter 


in the struggle to defend this incredible place: Direct action on 
these very same coastal ridges dates back to at least 1998, when 
North Coast Earth First! and Mattole Forest Defenders fought 
to protect these forested hillsides from Maxxam/Pacific Lum¬ 
ber before that company went bankrupt from over-cutting. 
Now HRC is here, using poison to kill off native hardwood 
trees, saying it's "restoration," and falsely claiming to not log 
old growth forests. They are basically attacking these ancient 
groves that the local community thought had already been pro¬ 
tected. The timber wars are not over. 

Are you a biocentric, non-compromising persyn who wants 
to support or take part in direct action? Do you want to join an 
egalitarian forest defense community based in this threatened 
wilderness? Let us know—we could use the help! We're seeking 
passionate nature lovers with all skill and experience levels to 
join us in the short and long term. This includes supply run¬ 
ners, hikers, climbers, cooks, photographers, videographers, 
video editors, natural builders, logistically minded folks, artists, 
musicians, medics, and, of course, organizers. At the moment, 
we're doing things like monitoring HRC activities and plans, 
surveying the land to determine the current extent of the un¬ 
logged forest, locating and documenting rare and endangered 
species, and organizing activities like outreach and trainings 
while preparing to resist the next offensive by Humboldt Red¬ 
wood Company. 

Right now, the best way to make contact with us is through 
the Earth First! Humboldt email: contactefhum@gmail.com 

We can win, but we need your help! Save the Mattole 
Ancient Forest! ^ 
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CAMP MAKWA 

Line 3 Pipeline Resistance in Minnesota 


by Onion 



December 11, 2017: Line 3 protesters march to an illegal pipe storage yard in Carlton County, Minnesota! Photo by Rob Wilson Photography. 


When Standing Rock was officially cleared just over a year 

ago, a huge vacuum was left and many wondered what would 
come next. Would the movement fizzle out, having expended 
all its energy and resources fighting Energy Transfer Partners 
and the Dakota Access Pipeline? Would people go back.to their 
normal lives, giving up hope of victory? The answer to both 
these questions is no—in the past year, dozens of different 
camps opposing the fossil fuel industry have appeared all over 
the continent, including Camp Makwa in Northern Minnesota. 

Enbridge Inc. plans on attempting to lay their Line 3 pipe¬ 
line through Anishinaabe territory, just outside of Duluth. The 
pipeline is being sold as a replacement for a dilapidated line, 
but in reality it’s an expansion: The pipeline would triple the 
volume of tar sands that Enbridge could ship from the Alberta 
oil sands in Canada to the shores of Lake Superior in the US. 
A spill from this new pipeline—which is all but guaranteed, 
based on every other pipeline—would contaminate the water 
and wild rice in the area. So far, the route has been approved 
in Canada, North Dakota, and Wisconsin. The only approval 
needed now is Minnesota’s. 


An opposition camp callecFCamp Makwa began in August, 
and since then it has had visitors numbering in the hundreds. 
Minnesota is the last stand because Enbridge managed to skirt 
the need for federal approval—something most companies 
need before beginning work on projects that cross the US bor¬ 
der. By calling it a “maintenance project,” the company ensured 
that all decision-making power rests with the individual states. 

Camp Makwa has organized many actions since its foun¬ 
dation. On August 22, a string of protests and blockades took 
place right across the border in Wisconsin, where construction 
has already begun. In one action, three people locked to ma¬ 
chinery and halted work for 24 hours. A week later, six water 
protectors were arrested for occupying construction equipment 
and once again stopping work. On September 14, five more 
folks were taken by the police after locking to two vehicles and 
blocking entrances at a contractor for Enbridge. On September 
18, folks flipped a car upside down and used it to block a road, 
with one person locking to the underside of the overturned 
vehicle. 

Meanwhile, on the Minnesota side of the border, folks began 
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September 18, 2017: An activist locks to an overturned car to November 15, 2017: Construction on the last segment of the . 

blockade pipeline construction. Photo by Rob Wilson Photography. pipeline was physically stopped in Superior, Wisconsin. Photo by Rob 


Wilson Photography. 


fighting by attending a public hearing in Duluth on October 
18. Water protectors marched from downtown to the conven¬ 
tion center. The hearing did not go as smoothly as the march— 
when marchers arrived at the hearing, Enbridge had used heavy 
equipment to block off the parking lot and bused in dozens 
of employees to fill the hearing room in order to prevent op¬ 
ponents from attending. When the water protectors arrived, 
many were denied entry and forced into a “listening room.” 
Police tried (and failed) to silence drummers in the hallway, 
and when the judge denied Indigenous women their time to 
speak after allowing white Enbridge employees multiple op¬ 
portunities, the hearing was shut down by the water protectors, 
with no arrests. 

Five days after the hearing, folks from Camp Makwa shut 
down a Wells Fargo branch in Duluth in order to highlight the 
bank’s investment in Line 3 and its parasitic relationship with 
native communities. Water protectors wore red dresses with 
dark hand prints on them, representing the thousands of In¬ 
digenous women who have disappeared near oil industry “man 
camps.” Then, on October 29, camp members projected videos 
of the raid of Standing Rock throughout the city of Minne¬ 
apolis. Most recently, on November 4, Cedar Avenue in Min¬ 
neapolis was shut down by camp members, not only to bring 
attention to their fight but also to stand in solidarity with other 
camps and to celebrate the life of Dennis Banks, the American 
Indian Movement leader who had recently passed. 

After a somewhat quiet November, during which time the 
camp prepared for the cold ahead, on December 8 three Cath¬ 
olic Workers occupied Enbridge's offices in Duluth after deliv¬ 
ering a letter of complaint. The three folks said they would not 
leave until they received a commitment from the company that 
pipes for the pipeline—which were brought to Minnesota ille¬ 
gally—would be sent back to Canada. No such commitment 
came, so the three stayed until they were cited for trespass and 
released. 

It’s estimated that Enbridge has lost over two billion dollars 
in corporate lending due, at least in part, to these actions. US 
Bank has removed $1.3 billion in loans, while BNP Paribas 


Bank divested $1.24 billion. In late November, articles began 
appearing on business sites encouraging stock owners to dump 
the oil company. A big reason for this downgrade was the com¬ 
pany's debt of over six billion dollars. The water protectors’ 
strategy is clear—a pipeline company with no money can’t 
build a single mile of pipeline. 

Things continued to head south for the evil pipeline build¬ 
ers: Just as this article was getting ready to go to print, the Min¬ 
nesota Public Utilities Commission (MPUC), by a vote of four 
to one, deemed Enbridge's Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) "inadequate." Unfortunately this will probably only be 
a delay in the plans. The company has 60 days to make three 
small changes to the document and resubmit it, at which time 
it will likely be deemed adequate. If the EIS gets approved, the 
MPUC may decide as soon as April whether or not the project 
as a whole can continue through Minnesota. 

Winters in Duluth are rough—the area averages over 60 
inches of snow between December and March, and the average 
temperature at night dips down to about four degrees Fahren¬ 
heit, with added wind chill. Preparations are being made for 
winter in the camp; in late November they raised enough mon¬ 
ey to build a kitchen and community center on-site, which are 
huge steps towards getting through the cold months. 

If the camp is to survive the winter, they need outside help 
obtaining a few items. According to their Facebook page (which 
is updated whenever a need is met or a new one arises) they are 
in need of: four-wheel-drive trucks with the towing capacity 
of an F-250, 40 chords of firewood, carpenters and teams of 
skilled builders, and people experienced in non-violent direct 
action, especially folks who are arrestable. They are absolutely 
not interested in hosting "do-gooders or curious campers." 

Water protectors at camp expect construction on the pipe¬ 
line to begin sometime in early spring, so start saving your 
travel funds and making plans to head to what some folks are 
calling the next Standing Rock. To get in touch with the camp, 
contact them on Facebook at: facebook.com/campmukwa^ 
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Interview with Scrimshaw of 


CASCADIA FOREST DEFENDERS 



about the Goose Campaign 


by Rabbit 

Last June, members of Cascadia Forest Defenders (CFD) began a treesit along Oregon's 

McKenzie River to protect the area from the Goose timber sales. After months of peaceful sitting, loggers 
escalated their actions in the area, pushing forward with their deforestation and attacking activists who 
set up a road blockade to stop the destruction. To find more about this fight I spoke with Scrimshaw, one 
of many CFD organizers involved with the campaign. 
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Rabbit: Can you start by telling us about yourself and your 
connection to the project? 

Skrimshaw: I’ve lived in this area my whole life—I was born 
and raised in Oregon. I have been involved in the scene for a 
couple years but this was the first campaign that I was really 
active in, other than little one-off actions or protests. This was 
the first ongoing or woods campaign I've been a part of. I've 
been a part of this campaign since the beginning of our woods 
occupation in May, and I think we started to plan it and talk 
about it around March. 

R: What is the timber sale you’re fighting, and what does it 
threaten? 

S: The forest is called the Willamette National Forest, so it's 
public land. It's in the Cascades Mountain Range, which 
stretches up and down the Pacific Coast—not right on the 
coast but through Oregon and Washington and a bit into 
California. The ecosystem is made up of 120-to-300-year-old 
Douglas fir, along with hemlock, madrone, rhododendron, and 
vine maple—it's a predominantly evergreen or conifer forest. 

The project—well there are two different levels. There's the 
project, which is the big umbrella grouping, and that's the first 
thing that the agency proposes and does all the environmental 
analysis and stuff for on a broad scale. Then, when they are sell¬ 
ing it to the timber companies, they break it into little chunks 
and those are called timber sales. I think this project turned 
into six or so timber sales. The project is called Goose, which 
is composed of natural forest with ancient soils and is part of 
a 5,000+ acre wild roadless area. The area to be logged could 
store up to one million tons of carbon if left alone. The two 
timber sales in the area that we're defending are called “Gold¬ 
en” and “W.” It's kinda funny because “W” in the earlier docu¬ 
ments was called “Wild,” and you can go out and the boundary 
markers still say “Wild,” but administratively they changed it 
to “W.” 

R: Maybe a rare instance of them seeing their own 
hypocrisy... 

S: Right? And the Goose project has been around for a while—I 
think it was proposed in 2006, or '07, or '08 or so—so it's been 
around almost ten years. 

The area of these sales is special because it is right next to 
a large roadless area. Parts of the forest there have never been 
cut. Most of the trees aren't super old because there was a really 
hot fire that came through a hundred years ago or more—a 
stand replacement fire, a naturally occurring thing—but there 
are a lot of areas that when you walk through you don’t see any 
stumps. It's a mature forest, an intact ecosystem. There are a lot 
of springs. There's a lot of hydrological activity. 

The other thing that's special about this area is the McKenzie 
River, which is famous for being cold and clear. Fishermen from 
around the world come here to fly fish. There's also rafting— 
it's a major recreation spot, and the local economy is based on 


recreation, so they stand to lose a lot from the despoiling of 
this area. 

R: And is that the river that’s the water source for much of 
Eugene? 

S: The McKenzie river is Eugenes sole drinking water source. 
So it's a climate issue, because forests sequester carbon and soil; 
it's a habitat and biodiversity issue, because there are endan¬ 
gered species here like the northern spotted owl; and it's a water 
issue—a water protecting issue. 

R: What did the treesitting phase of the campaign look like? 

S: We put two platforms up in two adjacent trees right along 
the helicopter landing pad—or their plans for where a helicop¬ 
ter landing pad would go—with the idea that if they can't clear 
this pad then they can't bring the logs out. We were occupy¬ 
ing that spot from late May through August. We had a lot of 
people come out and we trained them how to climb. A lot of 
first-time climbers and first-time treesitters—I was a first-time 
treesitter at that point. And it was a beautiful time of year to 
be out there. 

It was actually kinda surprising but we didn't have any un¬ 
wanted visitors. As far as we were aware, no law enforcement 
came out to the treesit while we occupied it. Which is some¬ 
what surprising because we were there for such a long time. We 
didn't directly go and announce ourselves to the authorities, 
but it wasn't a secret. We were talking about it in all kinds of 
media and we had a protest at the ranger station. It was pretty 
clear just from the traffic of our people where we were. The 
road construction guys knew where we were. 

R: And the cops in that area are pretty used to CFD... You’d 
assume they’d know where you’re at, especially if you’re 
making it public. 

S: It was somewhat disappointing. Like, we're putting a ton 
of energy into something and they don't even care, they're 
not even paying attention to us. We're acting up, you know? 
[Laughs] 

R: What can you tell me about the recent road blockade? 
The last time we checked in, in the Mabon/Fall 2017 issue, 
someone was still treesitting and it looked like the compa¬ 
ny was coming in to do work pretty imminently. Then on 
October 17 y’all found out they were logging, and a few 
days later the blockade was up. So I guess I’m wondering 
how y’all planned the action, how it went, and if you had to 
scramble to get something up with such short notice. 

S: The conversation had been going on for a while before then. 
We knew they were gonna start cutting-—they had been repav¬ 
ing the existing road all summer, the sale was all sold, they were 
preparing to log, and what comes after road building is cutting. 
We'd also confirmed with the ranger station that cutting would 
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One of two treesits occupied by Cascadia Forest Defenders from May to October, 2017. All photos by Cascadia Forest Defenders. 


start in October or November. We knew we could just keep 
sitting in our treesit into the fall and they'd be dropping trees in 
other parts of the forest or close by—but what's the point? It's 
not worth putting all this energy into a treesit if it's not actually 
stopping what they're doing. 

The specific spot we ended up using is common sense for 
where to block the road. It was the choke point, it was rela¬ 
tively steep on either side so they couldn't just cut a few trees 
and drive around, and it was as far forward—with as much 
forest behind the blockade—as possible. It was also this inter¬ 
esting spot where four roads all met together, and we called 
it “Dimension X,” which is a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
reference. 

R: Speaking of references, I was curious about the references 
in the blockade. Did the roadless area lead to inside jokes 
about the last line of Back to the Future and that lead to the 
theme, or did y’all find the DeLorean and it went from there? 

S: The second one; that's exactly it. It wasn't a DeLorean it 
was... like a Nissan Pulsar I think, and we were like, “Oh this 
is totally a DeLorean, oh Back to the Future —wait: Back to the 
Forestf And then I was searching for the logo to replicate it 
with the colors and the design when I stumbled across that 
quote from the movie, “Where we're going we don't need 
roads,” and we thought: "BOOM, it's perfect." 

After we put it up and we were hanging around the block¬ 
ade, there were Forest Service LEOs [law enforcement officers] 
scoping it out and taking detailed notes. We were overhearing 
their conversation and one guy was like, “Ah, 'Where we're 


going we don't need roads,' I think that's from 'The Monkey- 
wrench Gang' book.” And it was like, nice try, dude! 

R: Well it was a super awesome blockade—strategically and 
visually. But I know it ended up getting really intense. How 
did it play out? 

S: Besides the cars and slashpiles, there was an occupation up 
in a tree that was like a “trap door” or “dunk tank” situation, 
where one side of the platform was attached to the tree and the 
other side was held up by a rope that was anchored to the front 
of each vehicle and then joined. The idea was that if you moved 
either of the vehicles then that could break the rope and dump 
the person. 

It was up and complete on Monday morning, October 23. 
The loggers showed up early in the morning. They saw it and 
they hung around for a couple hours, and I think they also 
called the LEOs and the LEOs came and hung around for a 
couple hours and then eventually left that day. Then, one of 
our people who was doing liaison work was walking back to his 
car and passed a different area, called "Egg," which was bought 
by Swanson Group Mfg. LLC and is being logged by Drago 
Brothers Logging. He was menaced with a gun by a logger, 
and the guy said, “If you fuck with any of our equipment I'll 
kill you,” and then kicked him in the stomach and left. All we 
got was his license plate number, we still don't know who the 
guy is. Luckily, the person who was kicked was not seriously 
injured. 

When we heard about that it was like, “Oh fuck, this is se¬ 
rious.” We were then fearing that crazy shit would come to 
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Two vehicles were used to block the road, each connected to a single line supporting an activist on 


the blockade—that armed drunken loggers would come and 
hurt people, that somebody would drive a truck at high speeds 
through it. We were afraid for our safety and our lives. The 
forest service law enforcement people seemed absolutely un¬ 
concerned about this. I told a forest service LEO that this had 
happened and he wasn't interested in taking down any of the 
information. I mean, they probably know who it is because 
they coordinate with all the people who are working on proj¬ 
ects in the forest. 

On Tuesday, there were a bunch of law enforcement officers 
buzzing around the blockade, observing everything really 
closely. A bunch of us were on the ground around the blockade 
just kinda hanging out. We wanted to have safety in numbers, 
we knew that because it was public land it was legal to be there, 
and none of the law enforcement told us we needed to leave. 
We didn't really speak to them, they were speaking to us. And 
they were taking extremely detailed notes on what the technical 
situation was and we were thinking, “Oh this means they're 
gonna call in a technical police team—there's something here 
in Oregon called like the Mobile Response Team with the 
state police-—and they're gonna come back in two days with 
a bunch of equipment and take eight hours to take everything 
apart. It felt a little bit more relaxed because we had maybe 
eight people at the blockade and so it didn't feel so dangerous, 
and eventually we all went to bed. And then the loggers arrived 
early in the morning on Wednesday—- 

R: So were y’all camping there at the blockade? 

S: Pretty much. Not right next to it but in the forest around it, 
within earshot. Wednesday morning I heard the trucks idling, 


and I didn't think it was a big deal because that's what they 
had been doing: They had been arriving really early and then 
they would stand around and then leave three hours later. Then 
I heard shouting, so I ran down there real quick and started 
filming. The loggers were obviously doing something to one 
of the vehicles. They were fucking with it. On film I am telling 
them really clearly: “If you mess with this, it will put. this per¬ 
son at risk!” 

R: Because somebody was still up on the platform... 

S: Yes, someone was still in the pod, that person was up there 
since it began. The loggers were clearly disassembling the 
blockade themselves and no law enforcement was in sight. I 
yelled to everyone else to wake up and get down there, and 
they did, and as I'm explaining to one of the logger guys the 
risks, he strikes me with his arm. Later, they were hooking up a 
tow chain to one of the trucks in the blockade and one of our 
people took the chain off of the blockade truck and then the 
same guy that hit me says, “Touch that again”—and then he 
grabs my friend's neck and shoves them away—“and you'll get 
yourself fucked up!” So they did not give a fuck about laying 
hands on people, and they acknowledged that they understood 
that they were putting the person on the platform at risk. 

So they towed the truck off to the side. The platform did not 
fall—the rope was not severed—so the person in the platform 
was not hurt, but extremely scared. They didn't understand, 
they didn't know what was going to happen, none of us knew 
whether it was going to fall or not. Then the loggers drove a 
couple of their trucks in. The guy who had assaulted people 
just got in his truck and was sitting there and he said some- 










thing like, “I'm gonna wait here for the law,” and then we all 
gathered and got in our vehicles and left. The Forest Service law 
enforcement vehicles were rolling in just as we were rolling out, 
so it was like, wait a second, did they plan this? Did the Forest 
Service say to the logging crew, “Just get your dirty work done 
before 9:00 am” or whatever? It was really suspicious. 

The person up in the platform left with us, and since then we 
haven't had a presence out in the forest. We've gone out there 
just for scouting and for little day trips, but that was kind of 
where that phase ended. We were totally unprepared for physi¬ 
cal violence. That's one of the premises of the current mentality 
of this Earth First! direct action: It f s a nonviolent thing. And I 
don't think that's necessarily a critical part of its DNA, but it 
was clearly demonstrated to be a flaw in our thinking. 

R: So y’all aren’t out there right now, but you obviously still 
have your eyes on that area. What is needed, how can folks 
help? 

S: One thing that we clearly can do right now is spread the 
word about the logger violence. I know all these guys' names, 
there's video of the incident, if it ever came to a point where 
you had to prove, “Oh you alleged that Ronald Wayne Grove 
attacked protesters, is this true or not?” It's fucking true. And 
we can also smear the company. 

We've scouted recently and they've been working at a furi¬ 
ous pace. They have cut the majority of the trees in all of the 
helicopter units. We knew they were going to start working on 
the parts of the forest where they would take the logs out by 
helicopter. We knew that was the first thing they were gonna 
work on and that was possibly the only thing they would do 
this winter, and they've dropped most of the trees by now, in 
those units. The helicopter units are the ones that are in the 
roadless area, the ones that are more likely to have not been 
logged before. So on the ground, we've kind of lost. There's a 
lot of units that have not been logged so far, but they've really 
done some serious damage since mid-October. I would really 
like to be able to say that we're dead set on fighting this to the 
end and that we'll get back into the woods and come join us— 
but I don't think that's realistic, you know? 

We can spread the word. The guy who attacked people at the 
blockade is Ronald Wayne Grove. He's from Kamiah, Idaho. 
The company that bought the timber sale is Seneca Sawmill; 
Seneca Jones is kind of like this umbrella company, run by the 
Jones sisters: Becky, Kathy, and Jody Jones... 

R: Who are super evil.. 

S: They're super evil. The PR rep is Casey Roscoe and she goes 
back and forth between not wanting to talk to anybody about 
this and denying that they bought the sale, which we know 
they did. 

R: I’m sorry to hear about all that violence, and about all 
the trees—it’s awful and it’s obvious whose back the state 
has. Now that we've talked about the campaign and recent 


incidents, I have to ask: Why is this the fight you choose to 
be engaged in? Why is this important to you? 

S: We thought it was a really appropriate project to have a 
direct action campaign on, because practically it was close to 
town—you could take a city bus out there—so it wasn't gon¬ 
na be a total headache, logistically, to maintain. It had already 
gone through all of the legal and public processes and those had 
kind of failed and proven that they were ineffective at blunting 
the Earth-destructive force of corporations and governments. 
And then the whole thing about the drinking water... 

But generally why is forest defense something that I'm inter¬ 
ested in or something that we do here? I think it's what we have 
to offer the world in a certain way. The Pacific Northwest or 
Cascadia—we've got forests! And the climate change thing—a 
lot of the climate change or climate justice or carbon whatever 
conversation centers around energy. Dirty energy, renewable 
energy, pipelines. Pipeline fights are great, but there's another 
part of the equation. After the carbon is released, how do we 
maintain the Earth's ability to heal itself? 

Those are all the kind of rational reasons. Practically, the for¬ 
est is a great place to be. It's a fun place to spend your time. 
Being in an ecosystem—it's in our DNA that that’s where we 
want to be. We want to be around other species who are all 
interacting naturally. 

R: Anything else you want to add about forest defense, the 
Goose campaign, or anything? 

S: We're really just building on the shoulders of giants, because 
there are these legal groups around here, Oregon Wild and 
Cascadia Wildlands, who filed the environmental lawsuit which 
made it a more legitimate thing to have a direct action campaign 
on. All of these people who participated in the whole public 
comment process, it's important that they did that because 
that allowed us to do what we did with more legitimacy. All 
the people who have come before and pioneered these tactics, 
people who have trained us, people who have trained the people 
who have trained us—it takes so many people, and a lot of 
people's contributions are near invisible, and I want everyone 
to know that I really appreciate it. I really appreciate everyone 
who visited, everyone who just said, “You're doing important 
work,” everyone who ever donated anything, anybody who 
ever just spoke up and said “Yeah, that's messed up that they're 
cutting down the forest for private profit.” Everybody has roles 
that they can fill, and it's important that they do.^ 

Stay updated on the Goose campaign and donate to support 
Cascadia Forest Defenders at forestdefensenow. com 
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SACRED FORESTS 
GATHERING 

Reporting Back from the Great Basin 

by Muddy Waters 
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This past spring, my partner and I attended the annual 

^Sacred Waters, Sacred Forests gathering in the heart of the 
Great Basin. Always looking for an excuse to visit one of the 
most beautiful, least visited places in the country, and with 
the Great Basin watershed recently becoming our new home, 
we felt called to join “a tour of sacred lands threatened by the 
proposed Southern Nevada Water Authority groundwater 
pipeline.” We spent three days over so-called Memorial Day 
weekend learning about the proposed project, while spending 
time with the threatened sacred lands and waters. 

The lands of the Goshute and Shoshone along Snake Creek 
are a remote gem of wildness. Imagine driving from either 
Reno or Salt Lake City for hours and hours across the “Loneli¬ 
est Highway in America,” trying to outrun the oppressive heat 
of its desert flats. Imagine slowly gaining elevation with each 


mountain pass crossed, making sure to gas up in each of the 
two or three one horse towns along the way. Imagine finally 
arriving at a high desert oasis, with monstrous limestone peaks 
towering over 13,000 feet in elevation, filled with elaborate 
cave systems. Imagine bristlecone pines nestled in the glaci¬ 
ated cirques of these mountains, the oldest trees in the world, 
some standing since the birth of civilization. Imagine ancient 
pinon-juniper forests and a wealth of biodiverity calling the 
broad, lush valley floors home. 

Now imagine this sacred place being desecrated because 
of Las Vegas’ insatiable thirst. This is exactly what will hap¬ 
pen if the Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) gets 
its way. According to the "Great Basin Water Network," the 
proposed “Groundwater Development Project” would build a 
seven-foot-diameter, 260-mile pipeline from the Great Basin 
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National Park area to Las Vegas, pumping 27 billion gallons 
of water every year—at an estimated cost of roughly $20 bil¬ 
lion. As currently planned, the project would include up to 80 
groundwater production wells across an area the size of Ver¬ 
mont (five desert valleys: Spring, Snake, Cave, Dry Lake, and 
Delamar Valley), as well as 350 miles of electrical lines and at 
least one electrical pumping substation. Basically, if you’ve seen 
Roman Polanski's famous 1974 movie “Chinatown,” then you 
understand what’s happening here, just swap Las Vegas for Los 
Angeles and the Great Basin for Owens Valley. 

While this project has been proposed for over two decades, 
the SNWA has yet to secure the necessary state congressional 
support needed to change Nevada’s water laws. But with each 
passing year, the support grows as the "shifting baseline syn¬ 
drome" normalizes this destructiveness. For example, when 
this project was originally proposed in the late '80s, the major¬ 
ity of people living in Las Vegas were opposed to it. Today, the 
people of "Sin City" are the ones screaming out in desperation 
as the Colorado River dries up, threatening their unsustainable 
lives of vice. 

As usual, the current water laws haven’t stopped SNWA and 
its cronies—in this case, the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM)—from moving forward with development. In several 
of these valleys, around two-dozen “test wells,” each with a pipe 
diameter of one-to-two feet, are already in place. We visited 
one of these sites, an area the size of a football field converted 
to gravel, complete with a “BLM Restoration Site” sign. To be 
clear, there is nothing being tested or restored here. These wells 
are prepped and waiting for wellheads, this project ready to 
go the second Nevada’s water laws change. Why else would 
“over $ 100 million in public funds have already been spent on 
this project, including the acquisition of land for water rights 
(including ranches that are now operated by SNWA), scientif¬ 
ic and cost studies, litigation, public relations, and lobbying?” 
(greatbasinwater.net/faq.htm) 

That brings us to another aspect of SNWA’s pre-emptive 
preparation for this pipeline - buying out the ranchers from 
their land, and more importantly, their water rights. We were 
told that the ranching community resisted SNWA for many 
years, up until the time when one rancher went bankrupt and 
had to sell out. Quickly, a cascading domino effect followed, 
with ranchers selling out for up to four times the value of their 
land, until now only the Baker family of Snake Valley (the fam¬ 
ily that Baker, NV, at the base of the National Park is named 
after) remains. Unfortunately, old man Baker died this year and 
it looks like his ranch will be bought, too. So now we have a 
situation where not only are these “test wells” already in place, 
but SNWA owns all the private water rights as well. Get the 
picture? 

We passed several of these ranches on our driving tour (for 
perspective, it took us a full day and two hundred miles just 
to go from Spring Valley to Cave Valley and back to Spring 
Valley). Many are still being ranched as SNWA leases them 
back to the ranchers to use until the time when the pipeline 
starts flowing and the land transforms into a dustbowl. Geyser 
Ranch is an exception. Here, SNWA tried their own hand at 



ranching, failing miserably and abandoning the ranch this past 
year. As we passed the ranch, we stopped to watch a herd of 
elk that had reclaimed these lands, roaming freely across the 
abandoned valley floor. It is truly amazing to witness just how 
quickly the wild can do its rewilding thing, if only we would 
just leave it alone! Possibly even more amazing—off in the dis¬ 
tance, away from the main herd, a young male elk caught our 
eye as he sprinted back and forth along a fence row, chasing (or 
being chased by) a raven, engaging in some serious inter-species 
playtime! As we watched this spectacle through binoculars, we 
had a good laugh, truly humbled by the awe-inspiring wonder 
of the natural world. 

Further along on our driving tour, we stopped at the 
graveyard of what had been, up until very recently, a healthy 
pinon-juniper forest. We had seen other clearcuts off in the dis¬ 
tance, but this one impacted us differently. This time you could 
actually feel the death and the suffering of the dying process. 
As far as the eye could see across 3,000 acres, these gnarly trees 
had been uprooted and left to die of thirst under the sweltering 
desert sun. How could anyone be so cruel to another living 
entity? Who could be so cruel? And why? 

Since the days of Nevada’s post-Civil War silver boom, these 
pinon-juniper forests have been under attack by industrial civi¬ 
lization. In "The Pinon Pine: A Natural and Cultural History," 
Ronald Lanner shares that “a typical yield of pinyon pine was* 
ten cords .per acre, and a cord made about 30 bushels of char¬ 
coal. So, the furnaces of Eureka, working at capacity, could in 
a single day devour over 530 cords of pinyon, the produce of 
over 50 acres. An additional 20 acres a day were being cut to 
provide cordwood for the mills. After one year of major activ¬ 
ity, the hills around Eureka were bare of trees for ten miles in 
every direction. By 1874, the wasteland extended twenty miles 
from town, and by 1878 the woodland was nowhere closer 
than fifty miles from Eureka.” Industrial civilization hard at 
work, turning what was life living into imaginary dollar signs 
for the insatiable gods: Growth and Progress... 

During this same time period, the soldiers who had survived 
the Civil War were sent westward to secure lands for the colo- 
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nizing white settlers during the "Indian Wars." In the Great Ba¬ 
sin, part of the genocidal strategy was to destroy the pinon-ju- 
niper forests. As Ronald Lanner notes, “Just as life on the plains 
was fitted to the habits of the buffalo, life in the Great Basin 
was fitted to the homely, thin-shelled nut of the singleleaf pin- 
yon.” In the same way that the bison were driven nearly to 
extinction to neutralize the Lakota, the pinon tree, and thus its 
pine nut, faced the same fate, in order to cut off the Goshute 
and Shoshone from their food staple. And, with the loss of the 
juniper, the medicinal healing powers of its berry (digestion, 
excess water, inflammation, joint pain) were lost as well. By 
destroying the access to foods and medicines, industrial civi¬ 
lization destroys the heart and soul of Indigenous subsistence 
culture. 

After the Indian Wars "officially" came to a close, and afer 
the mining boom busted, the cattle industry moved in. Need¬ 
ing more land and water to support the post-World War II 
"American Dream," the government helped ranchers clearcut 
vast amounts of valley floor, eliminating pinon-juniper forests 
and introducing invasive colonizing cheatgrass and crested 
wheatgrass. During our driving tour, the demarcations from 
these clearcuts were obvious; straight lines and angles juxta¬ 
posed against the amorphousness of the remaining wildness. 

Today, the BLM is the culprit of ecocide; clearcutting forests 
across the West, freeing up more water for industry, and elim¬ 
inating the competition. In the case of these “pinon-juniper 
restoration sites,” the justification is to restore sagegrouse hab¬ 
itat (no, this is not a joke...). These old-growth pinon-juniper 


forests, many trees 500-1,000 years old, are being destroyed 
to create more habitat for an animal that is supposedly being 
endangered by these forests. Another stated justification is that 
more land and water are needed for grazing. Yet, many of these 
clearcut sites are nowhere near ranches. In fact, many of them 
are "coincidentally" close to the well sites. People familiar with 
the project believe that the BLM is pre-emptively cutting these 
forests so that when the water grab does happen, the devas¬ 
tation of dying, dried up lands will be less obvious, and the 
public outcry will be far easier to manage. 

This pinon-juniper clearcutting happens in three ways. 
First, there are the “sagegrouse habitat restoration” sites, cut 
in odd geometrical shapes, islands of trees left sporadically, 
maximizing ecotones, an ecological principle where more 
edges means more biodiversity. (Thank goodness the BLM is 
at least using permaculture principles...) Second, there are the 
“hack and squirt” chemical warfare sites, where trees are cut 
with chainsaws and sprayed with Roundup. Finally, there are 
the “chaining” sites. According to writer Will Falk, who has 
written extensively on this campaign, chaining is the preferred 
method for destroying these forests. To chain a forest is “To 
stretch a US Navy battleship anchor chain between two crawler 
tractors which are then driven parallel to each other while 
ripping up every living thing in their path/’ The trees that don’t 
immediately succumb to the trauma of impact are left to die of 
thirst under the desert sun. 

Unfortunately, these pinon-juniper don’t have the "sexiness" 
to capture the public imagination in the same way as other 
old-growths like the beloved redwoods, the giant sequoias, or 
even the ancient bristlecones. These trees are short, gnarly, and 
shrub-like, and are located in the middle of nowhere—out of 
sight, out of mind. And, besides, salted pine nuts and dried ju¬ 
niper berries are still available in my local yuppie natural foods 
store, so why should I or anyone else care? 

Back at camp, we visited the "swamp cedars" of Spring Val¬ 
ley, the last remaining swamp cedar forest in a valley floor in all 
of the Great Basin. tdard to imagine that before colonization 
these same forests filled every valley floor. Scientists are puz¬ 
zled as to how this stand of trees, the Rocky Mountain juniper, 
originally arrived here, being that it is so far from the rest of its 
species in the Rocky Mountains. Regardless as to how they got 
here, they have been living in this specific place for so long that 
they are becoming an endemic species. A truly one-of-a-kind 
sacred site. 

Guiding our tour, a local Ely-Shoshone man described the 
central role that the annual festival of this sacred place played 
in the lives of his ancestors. In the words of Ronald Lanner, 
“...when pinyon harvest time arrived, Shoshone bands would 
come together at a prearranged site. There they would harvest 
nuts, conduct communal rabbit drives, and hold an annual fes¬ 
tival. The pinon festival was the social highlight of the year and 
was often attended by several hundred people. At night... there 
was dancing... There was gambling among men and courting 
among the young. Marriages were arranged and sexual liaisons 
conducted.” Today, these peoples hold onto mere remnants of 
these happier times, much of the knowledge of these foods, 
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medicines, and festivals destroyed for the moment. Yet, in spite 
it all, this sacred forest and these peoples have been remarkably 
resilient, every breath of every day keeping alive the potential 
for an Indigenous cultural resurgence. 

But the advance of our industrial civilization looms large. 
Towering over these swamp cedars is Nevada’s first wind farm; 
66 turbines on 8,500 acres of public land (managed by the BLM, 
of course...). If it hadn’t been for a successful lawsuit by three 
local Indigenous tribes (Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Res¬ 
ervation, the Duckwater Shoshone Tribe, and the Ely Shoshone 
Tribe) and two supporting conservation groups, this sacred forest 
would have been cut down in the name of “sustainability.” The 
ability to sustain what, and for whom, I wonder? 

This project is clearly not meant to sustain these Indigenous 
peoples; not when the “clean energy” is sent to big cities like 
Las Vegas and Los Angeles while the local peoples are left with 
none, all while there is no acknowledge that this place is also 
the site of another tragic massacre—the Goshute War of 1863. 
This project is clearly not meant to sustain the millions of Mex¬ 
ican free-tailed bats who take refuge in a nearby cave during 
fall migration; not when the eradic air pressure of the turbine 
farm causes “barotrauma,” literally exploding the bat’s lungs. 
Nor is it meant to sustain the golden eagles, several of whom 
have been killed by the maze of rotating blades. This project is 
clearly not meant to sustain a wild, pristine landscape: the me¬ 
chanical buzzing creating noise pollution; the land destruction 
creating dust pollution; the industrial nature of the farm creat¬ 


ing an eyesore seen from the mountain peaks all-around. What 
is clear, however, is that this project is just another example 
of “sustainability” as defined by progressive liberal "NIMBY" 
(Not In My Back Yard) as opposed to a more radical "NOPE" 
(Not On Planet Earth). 

Back in the swamp cedars, lawyer-activist-writer Will Falk 
leads our group in a “Listening to the Land” poetry exercise. 
With the prompt of asking “What Does The Land Need?,” I 
wander away from the group, deeper into this magical forest, 
drawn towards a mushroom-shaped juniper, its stout figure 
offering reprieve from the intense desert sun. I settle in, rest¬ 
ing my back against its thick trunk, widening my senses and 
opening my heart. After some time quieting my mind and tap¬ 
ping into the flow of the wild, I write in my journal, “So much 
gratitude for this place of life. Life doing what it knows how 
to do best—Live! Something I’ve just tapped into for a brief 
moment, a moment of re-membering, a moment of joining 
the circle of living. Why would anyone want to end this cycle?” 
Why, indeed.^ 

Want to get involved? For more information , visit: 
facebook.com/ProtectPinonJuniperForests 
facebook.com/StopSNWA 

GREATBASINWATER.NET 

BASINANDRANGEWATCH.ORG 

WILLFALK.ORG 








What We Learnt By Coordinating A 
Month of Rolling Resistance Against 
Cuadrilla at Preston New Road 


by Al Williams 



July 5, 2017: A number of people in lock-on tubes, including one 
person locked-on inside a car, blocked the fracking site gate. The 
combination of the car and the lock-on tubes kept the cutting team 
busy for 13 hours. 


At the beginning of 2017, Cuadrilla began work on their 

fracking pad near Little Plumpton in Lancashire, England, 
which became the scene of daily protests. In July, Reclaim the 
Power coordinated a month of direct-actions to blockade the 
site. The operation involved around 10 months of planning and 
saw activists flocking to camps on the A583, which included 
the Community Action Hub at Maple Farm and the nearby 
New Hope Community Camp. 

This is what we learnt in July: 

Direct Action is for Everyone! 

Tie #RollingResistance was preceded by a two-stage, 17-event 
Mobiliser Tour, which traveled across England visiting front¬ 
line communities and engaging them with the concept of 
direct action as a tactic to stop fracking. We communicated 
that civil disobedience and non-violent direct action are our 
best chances to stop fracking. Campaigners were enthused that 
there are roles for everyone in the resistance against extreme en¬ 
ergy. Support roles such as media, cooking, and building camp 
infrastructure are important. Not everyone needs to lock-on or 
get arrested! 

Organisation was key to enabling folks to take action. We 
made sure that legal observers were on hand for each action 
and that participants were given a legal briefing before taking 
part. On action days the media team was kept busy writing 
press releases, briefing outside media, and keeping social media 
ticking over. Weekend programmes of direct action and legal 
observer training events took place alongside workshops and 
banner-making sessions, with live music for entertainment in 
the evenings. 

Campers at Maple Farm were fed three vegan meals a day. 
For many activists, veganism is crucial to fighting climate 
change, with around 15-20 percent of global carbon emissions 
resulting from animal agriculture. 

The Rolling Resistance began by showing how accessible taking 
action can be, with three Lancashire councillors joining a 13-person 
lock-on at the entrance to the site. Most had never taken action in 
this way before. One of the councillors, Gina Dowding, stated: “Its 
abundandy clear that when it comes to fracking, local councils have 
been rendered weak and helpless. I feel I need to be here with the 
community to say that we wont roll over and accept this. We are 
putting our bodies on the line because our voices haven’t been heard.” 
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Engaging Other Activist Collectives Helps Form an 
Inclusive, Diverse Alliance 

Over the month of action, we mobilised activists from across 
the Frack Free spectrum alongside trade unionists, Green Party 
members, Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace, and many others. 
Support was at its highest on the themed Fridays, where we aimed 
to shut the site down with family-ffiendly mass participation 
events, enabling inclusion of children and people with disabilities. 
The Food Growers Against Fracking rally saw permaculturists and 
agroecologists serving up a tasty array of vegetables, whilst Pete 
the Temp entertained the crowd in his own unique style. From 
Mondays to Thursdays, activists set to outmanoeuvre police and 
private security with a succession of innovative lock-ons, lorry surfs, 
and car actions. On the final Friday, the Carnival For A Frack Free 
Future brought 250 people to the roadside to shut down the site. 

Anti-nuclear campaigners were keen to take part, mindful 
of the synergy between the two industries and the proximity 
of the Springfields nuclear site to Little Plumpton, only five 
miles away. Springfields makes nuclear fuels, including urani¬ 
um hexafluoride, and processes nuclear waste. Radionuclides 
are used in the fracking industry as flow tracers and as X-rays 
in order to check drill integrity. There is now growing con¬ 
cern over the threat of disposing high-level nuclear waste down 
old onshore wells and boreholes. South West Against Nuclear 
drove a car to the gate during week one, which kept the police 
cutting team puzzled for hours. The final person was extracted 
from the vehicle after around 13 hours to huge cheers. 

Indigenous leader William Hawk visited on a number of oc¬ 
casions. The Standing Rock activist told crowds at the gate: 
"Fear is what they want you to feel, because they know it’s easy 
to put fear into people. Let go of your fears and let that love 
shine and love one another and love the future. That future is 
up to us to protect.” 

Diversity of Tactics is Key When Deploying Multiple 
Direct Actions Against Police Forces Who Know You Are 
Coming 

Innovation was key to enacting so many successful actions over 
the month. Affinity groups had the challenging task of getting 
heavy lock-on tubes to the gate and used a variety of methods 
to deliver them, including vehicles, a public bus, bicycles with 
trailers, and hiding them in nearby fields. A number of lock- 
ons were integrated into vehicles, making deployment a little 
easier. Decoys were crucial to outmanoeuvring a heavy police 
and private security presence. Banners and die-in actions were 
used to mask the days real intention. 

Another way to stop deliveries to the site was to get people 
on top of the lorries themselves. The final week saw four lorry 
surfers hold up a large convoy for over four days, with two of 
the surfers forcing the haulage companies to pull out of their 
contract with Cuadrilla. With lorries held up at one end, activists 
blockaded the opposite end of the highway with staggered 
chicanes that were designed to let cars and emergency vehicles 
through. However, the police shut down the highway regardless. 



July 12, 2017: The women's march dressed in white and 
performing a silent vigil at the frack site gate, shutting it down. 


In July, it was revealed that Cuadrillas rig at PR Marriotts in 
Derbyshire had been sabotaged the previous May. A few days 
later, Bristol Rising Tide targeted the site, shutting it down 
with a combination of lock-ons and tripods because fracking 
equipment was still leaving Marriotts on a daily basis. 

Alternative Media is an Important Lever When the UK 
National News Isn't Shining a Light on Fracking 

During July, we generated over a hundred media artefacts. Ar¬ 
ticles for The Canary , Red Pepper , Novara Media , and DeSmog 
Blog all helped break the story and mobilise people to the site. 
By speaking through alternative media, we were allowed to tell 
an unfiltered story free of editorial bias and corporate sponsor¬ 
ship. These voices were amplified across social media channels. 

We were also able to engage the mainstream media with 
some excellent articles in The Huffington Post , The Independent , 
and The Guardian. Local BBC and ITV news channels also ran 
regular reports, but we were unable to get the story onto the 
“BBC News at Six” or the “ITV News at Ten”. Whilst fracking 
news is clearly a story for regional TV news, it rarely makes the 
national TV news these days. How we get the story further up 
the agenda will be a key tactic going forward. 

Sky News made an appearance during the final week, and 
their reporter was almost arrested for carrying a fake lock- 
on tube. “BBC Breakfast” did a live story from Maple Farm 
Camp during the final Friday but did not report from the site 
entrance where most direct actions took place. The same day, 
Channel 5 s “The Wright Stuff” ran a provocative programme 
that suggested that the police had colluded with Cuadrilla earli¬ 
er that week to bring the drill rig in outside the window of time 
permitted by the traffic management plan. Cuadrilla claimed 
they were forced to do this due to our blockade. 

Corruption, Collusion, and Violence Are Now Endemic to 
Our Fracked Democracy 

Policing has been a contentious issue, and the right to protest 
threatened. The police have used violent, intimidatory tactics— 
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aiming a blind eye to the aggressive actions of Cuadrillas private 
security guards, who have operated outside the site where they 
have no authority and have ignored lorry drivers who have 
been speeding or driving dangerously. Sixteen different police 
forces have now been used in this policing operation. There is 
clearly a national policy to facilitate the fracking industry. 

The leader of Lancashire County Council, Geoff Driver, is 
also under investigation for perverting the cause of justice in 
a financial fraud case. With those in charge unfit to govern, 
can the local council be expected to hold Cuadrilla accountable 
when they break conditions set within the planning or environ¬ 
mental permits? 

With the Conservative government determined to push 
fracking on its own people, clearly the corruption runs to the 
very top. 


The Fracking Industry is Running Out of Money 

Since work began in January, there’s been a collapse in the AJ 
Lucas share price, with stock trading around 20-25 cents. This 
Australian company provides services to the oil and gas indus¬ 
try and owns a 45 percent stake in Cuadrilla. With investors 
pulling out of an ailing industry, news of a desperate appeal 
was unearthed in July from a freedom of information request 
by Greenpeace. Minutes from the meeting of business min¬ 
ister Anna Soubry and the Onshore Energy Services Group 
revealed that “operators are struggling” and that those in the 
“industry are finding it a challenge to get support from British 
banks.” This news came just weeks after Cuadrilla announced 
multi-million pound losses for the third consecutive year. 

Continuity of the Campaign and the Ongoing Resistance 


The #OngoingResistance continues and Maple Farm Camp remains 
open to those who want to join the struggle. Defeating Cuadrilla at 
Little Plumpton is integral to stopping the shale energy industry in 
England. Fracking for gas is also threatened at Kirby Misperton in 
North Yorkshire and at two sites in Nottinghamshire. The extreme 
energy industry is also planning to use acidisation, to stimulate oil 
flows, in conjunction with hydraulic fracturing at numerous sites 
across the Weald in Southern England. Oil is easier to exploit than gas, 
and wildcat companies in the south are proceeding at pace, operating 
well outside the bounds of the agreed planning permissions. 

Across England, prospectors are looking to exploit uncon¬ 
ventional oil and gas reserves that have been locked between 
layers of shale rock for millions of years, but they’re scraping 
the bottom of a very dry barrel. Simultaneous challenges across 
all locations is a real concern, yet resistance is continuing to 
build. Join us on the frontlines and help us build a resilient 
community alliance to stop fracking.^ 

Reclaim the Power is a UK-based direct action network fighting 
for social ’ environmental and economic justice. We aim to build a 
broad-based movement, working in solidarity with frontline com¬ 
munities to effectively confront environmentally destructive indus¬ 
tries and the social and economic forces driving climate change. 


Top: July 21, 2017: Pete the Temp entertaining the crowd with a live 
set at the gate during the food growers against fracking rally. The 
Friday rallies aimed to bring enough people to the gate to shut the 
site for the day. 

Middle: A convoy of lorries heading to the track site were held up by 
four separate lorry surf actions during the final week. 

Bottom: July 17, 2017: Protesters all dressed in red on this day 
in order to confuse the police and security. With so many people 
dressing up, it wasn't clear who was intending to take action. 
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A Brief History of 

Earth First! Australia 


and How We Are Taking Our Style of Activism Forward 

by co-founder peter maclean 



The beginnings of the EFIOz veganic land project in a Manna Gum forest in the Hamilton, Victoria, region. 


Over the years, our more conservative supporters have 

suggested that we don't do our cause any favours by aligning 
ourselves with the other Earth First! groups around the globe, 
especially those involved in direct action and promoting prop¬ 
erty destruction. Particularly in these days of public paranoia 
around “terrorism,” as governments manipulate this fear to 
restrict civil liberties and to increase covert and overt action 
against anyone or anything that tries to stand up to them, en¬ 
vironmental groups included. 

My answer has always been the same: that whatever EF! 
might represent elsewhere, here we are clear on why it is the 
right path. Many years ago, after a Friends of the Earth (FoE) 
Australia annual meeting during which I found myself at odds 
with the organisation on several issues, Cam Walker of FoE 


suggested that perhaps I should look to EF! as a more appro¬ 
priate group given my particular beliefs and goals. He provided 
me with a stack of old EF! Journals from the FoE library, and 
I went and bought Dave Foreman's book and “The Monkey 
Wrench Gang” and did some homework. 

I can't remember exactly where I first came across the ideas 
put forward by the EF! founders, but Wikipedia has the fol¬ 
lowing on the history of EF!: “ ...the activists envisioned a rev¬ 
olutionary movement to set aside multi-million acre ecological 
preserves all across the United States.” I had already been part 
of a community which had bought 160 acres under a group 
title, and a bell rang inside my head as several notions came 
together around the concept of taking back the land and pre¬ 
serving it ourselves, for its own sake. 
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Top two: More photos of the Manna Gum forest EF!0z calls home. 
Bottom: One of EFIOz's previous co-op projects. 


The plan revolved around Earth Firstlers and fellow travelers 
gathering together, pooling resources, setting up small 
businesses that generate funds, and using theses funds to buy 
land. By using a small part of the land to live, to produce food, 
to add value, and to operate cottage industries, the majority 
of the land could be preserved and more resources generated. 
This would lead to more land being purchased, more people 
being accommodated, more economies of scale, and a gradual 
replacement of the offensive civil society and destructive 
economic paradigm with a more equitable and sustainable 
model. Importantly, it is a model based around growth rather 
than an end in itself. 

While working with FoE Brisbane to set up the Reverse 
Garbage Co-op project, I met Sarah Thomas. In fact, we met 
at her interview for a position on the team which would kick 
off the co-op. Sarah explained at the interview that what she 
really wanted to do with her life was “to get some land so that 
people could come and live there and grow food and be happy.” 
John Hepburn, founder of FoE Brisbane and the driving force 
behind the Reverse Garbage Co-op, laughed and told her that 
she needed to talk to me, as that was where I was headed as 
well. And so Sarah and I put our heads together, left FoE, set up 
EF!Oz, and bought 100 hectares (250 acres) of vendor-financed 
land near Dalby in Queensland. A series of unfortunate events 
saw this project fold up—though the land is now surrounded 
by 10,000 fracking licences and tens of thousands of acres of 
genetically modified cotton plantations, so it might not be such 
a bad thing that we left. 

It's now twenty years later, and we're still at it. On the jour¬ 
ney we have had several hundred members of EF!Oz, mostly 
people who were involved in our organic food co-ops. About 
half a dozen have become involved in the bigger picture, but 
these people have dropped off and gone their own way as dis¬ 
appointments and setbacks saw each community/land preser¬ 
vation project falter. 

Which brings us to the question: Where are our projects 
at now and how can people get involved? So, to answer that 
and other questions relating to the EF!Oz land, Intentional 
Community, and farm projects, we are announcing the new: 

Earth First! Australia Veganic Farm Project 

To start, let's define veganic. Veganic is a method of food pro¬ 
duction which complies with international organic standards 
and which does not incorporate farmed animals or farmed an¬ 
imal inputs as part of the growing cycle. There are quite a few 
reasons for EF!Oz to adopt this method of food production, 
such as: 

• Animal-based agriculture in Australia accounts for far more 
greenhouse gas production than do all the emissions from our 
coal fired power stations put together. Since we consider air 
pollution of any kind to be a serious ecological problem—put¬ 
ting aside for the moment the question of human induced cli¬ 
mate change—for this reason alone we need to go vegan as an 
organisation. 
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• By mimicking the most productive natural systems, we 
create sustainable gardens which do not rely on external inputs. 
If we want to be able to grow healthy food abundantly we need 
to be developing biologically active soils with heavy levels of 
organic matter that provide shelter for worms, microbes, and 
bacteria. These free-ranging lifeforms work happily together to 
manufacture the best plant foods that exist. 

• Chemical fertilisers and pesticides are by their very nature 
unsustainable. Their production relies on the continued exis¬ 
tence of a corrupt, polluting, inefficient, petrochemical-based 
manufacturing industry. These toxic chemicals enter the natu¬ 
ral air and water systems with devastating consequences, and 
as Earth First!ers we should be opposing this type of globalised 
pollution wherever possible. 

All land we obtain will be held by a charitable trust set up 
specifically for this land project. The object of the trust will be 
to hold land in perpetuity for EF!Oz projects. This way we can 
obtain charitable or tax deductible status—almost essential if 
we want to receive donations or apply for grants. 

There will be no shares or group title or any individual rights 
other than those that come with being an involved EF!Oz 
volunteer. This project is about protecting and conserving 
land for its own sake, not for the sake of EF!Oz members. 
No Compromise in Defence of Mother Earth , remember. The 
mechanics of who and where and how we live on the land will 
be up to the group to determine over time. We will continue 
to operate by consensus as we have done for nearly 20 years. 

One of our original intentions was that activists who were 
having a break from campaigning could return to the bush 
rather than to the city. Now, more than ever, this will be a 
strong focus for us. The apparent success of the opposition to 
fracking in Victoria has invigorated some protesters to keep 
fighting this ridiculous practice elsewhere, and EF!Oz could be 
the perfect group to provide accommodation, food, transport, 
etc. People who engage in direct action would be able to re¬ 
charge in a natural environment before returning to the fight. 

In order to be able to hold insurance, trade legally, sign 
leases, etc., we have had an incorporated association since 2005 
called Earth First Conservation Projects Inc. (We couldn't call 
it Earth First! Australia, Inc., as there was an earth-moving 
company who had already registered a similar name.) We left 
the aims as broad as possible: to create sustainable employment 
opportunities in ethical enterprises and to fund ecological 
restoration projects. No one says that you have to be paid wages 
for an employment opportunity to be sustainable; in fact, we'd 
argue that paying wages actually reduces the sustainability 
of the job. Since setting up all kinds of income-generating 
businesses is part of the agenda, we will need to either continue 
with this structure or set up a new one that suits us better. 

So, how do we get started? Well, 10 years ago Sarah and I 
purchased 70 acres of original Manna Gum forest, part of the 
last natural habitat in private hands in the Hamilton, Victoria, 
region. Around seven acres have been cleared and levelled, and 
there is a bore and some infrastructure already on the land. The 
rest of the land is the Stony Rises Nature Reserve, and the Trust 


for Nature are keen to place a covenant on the land to help to 
protect it into the future. 

The Southern Grampians Shire Council, which serves the 
local community, is also in agreement that the land should 
be zoned Rural Conservation instead of its current Farming 
zone classification. They will support a re-zoning application 
and a development application to build permanent accom¬ 
modation, provided the purpose of the accommodation is 
to enhance and protect the ecology of the land. We have al¬ 
ready spent several thousand dollars on a partially completed 
re-zoning application, and when someone moves onto the 
land full-time, completing the re-zoning application will be¬ 
come a priority. Our neighbours have also agreed that the 
remnant bush on their properties can be included in the 
re-zoning, meaning we can preserve the entire 250-acre forest 
without having to buy more land. 

The opportunity exists for people to become involved imme¬ 
diately—to move to the land and to begin to work on the infra¬ 
structure. As I live 500 kilometres (over 300 miles) away, I only 
get to the land a few times a year, which is only enough time 
to re-clear the driveway and camping areas of fallen branches, 
prickles, and weeds. It will be four or five years before I can 
move there full-time, and it would be great to see things hap¬ 
pening sooner. There is a six-by-twelve-meter (about 20-by-40- 
foot) shade house recycled from the local TAFE (Technical and 
Further Education) college ready to erect, and sufficient wire 
to close off the structure from the local wildlife. There are two 
caravans on site and we can construct a shed on the existing 
200-square-metre (about 650-square-foot) concrete slab as well 
as fixing up the stone and mortar humpy [shack, in this case] 
that is already there. 

If dropping out for a while, or maybe forever, sounds like a 
plan you could get your head around; if you can live a natural 
lifestyle eating only organic vegan food while on the land; if 
you want to be part of setting up something wonderful by be¬ 
ing there from the start; if working a few hours a day growing 
food or building infrastructure or working on re-zoning appli¬ 
cations and corporate structures feels right; then get in touch 
and come have a look. 

There are photos of the land on our website, earth first. 
org.au, and you can get in touch initially via our email efoz@ 
earthfirst.org.au or the contact page on the website. Our 
website also has our current rules, links, and other info we 
think might be helpful.^ 

For the Earth and the creatures who rely on it, 

peter maclean 
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Eco-Prisoners, Snared Liberationists, and Hostages of the Struggle 



Tom 


This information is compiled by the joint effort 
of the EF! Prisoner Support Project and the EF! 
Journal Collective. A broader list of prisoners 
from allied struggles and our updated Informant 
Tracker service can be found at earthfirstjournal. 
org/prisoners and earthfirstjournal.org/ 
informant-tracker. To get in touch, email 
efpris@riseup.net or write to EFIPSP PO Box 
163126, Sacramento, CA 95818, USA 


US PRISONERS 


art by Edna Jones 


WALTER BOND 

#37096-013, FCI Greenville, PO Box 5000, Greenville, 

IL 62246, USA 

Walter is serving 12 years and 4 months (until 3-21- 
2021) for the “ALF Lonewolf” arsons of the sheepskin 
factory in Denver, Colorado, the Tandy Leather Facto¬ 
ry in Salt Lake City, Utah, and the Tiburon restaurant 
(which sold foie gras) in Sandy, Utah. Walter was also 
charged and convicted under the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act. Walter remains a militant voice for the 
vegan straightedge way of life and is the author of the* 
book Always Looking Forward, supportwalter.org 
Birthday: April 16 

JOSEPH BUDDENBERG 

#12746-111, FCI Coleman Low, PO Box 1031, 

Coleman, FL 33521, USA 

Joseph was arrested along with Nicole Kissane (see 
entry below) on July 24, 2015, and federally indicted 
for Conspiracy to Violate the Animal Enterprise Ter¬ 
rorism Act for conspiring to release thousands of an¬ 
imals from fur farms and to destroy breeding records 
in Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Wisconsin, and 
Pennsylvania in the summer of 2013. The indictment 


also alleges that he caused economic damage to various 
retail and distribution businesses and individuals asso¬ 
ciated with the fur industry. On May 2, 2016, Joseph 
was sentenced to 2 years in prison (until 01-25-2018), 2 
years supervised release, and $400,000 in restitution. In 
September, Joseph was transferred from FCI Victorville 
to FCI Coleman, supportnicoleandjoseph.com 
Birthday: April 6 

NICOLE KISSANE 

#20651-111, FCI Dublin, 5701 8th Street - Camp 
Parks, Dublin, CA 94568, USA 

Nicole was arrested along with Joseph Buddenberg 
(see entry above) on July 24, 2015, and federally 
indicted for Conspiracy to Violate the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act for conspiring to release 
thousands of animals from fur farms and to destroy 
breeding records in Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, 
Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania. On January 17, 2016, 
Nicole's non-cooperating plea deal was accepted and 
she was sentenced to 21 months in federal prison and 3 
years of supervised release, supportnicole.com 
Birthday: August 18 



































MARIUS MASON 

[address envelope to "M. Mason"] 

#04672-061, FMC Carswell, Federal Medical Center, PO 

Box 27137, Fort Worth, TX 76127, USA 

Marius is serving 21 years and 10 months (until 09-18- 
2027) for his involvement in an ELF arson at a University 
building carrying out genetically modified crop tests. Marius 
also pleaded guilty to conspiring to carry out ELF actions 
and admitted involvement in 12 other ELF actions. On 
May 8, 2017, Marius was moved out of the Carswell Federal 
Medical Center's Administrative Unit and into general pop¬ 
ulation. SUPPORTMARIUSMASON.ORG 

Birthday: January 26, 1962 

FRAN THOMPSON 

#1090915, CCC, 3151 Litton Drive, Chillicothe, MO 64601, 

USA 

Fran is serving life plus- 10 years for killing a man in 
self-defense after he violently entered her home. Before her 
imprisonment, Fran was an eco, animal, and anti-nuke 
campaigner, and it is believed this biased the court against her. 

Birthday: January 4 

BRIAN VAILLANCOURT 

#M42889, Robinson Correctional, 13423 East 1150th Ave, 

Robinson, IL 62454, USA 

Brian was arrested in Chicago on February 9, 2013, for 
an alleged attempted arson at a McDonalds. He initially 
faced a possible 30-year sentence for “Aggravated Arson,” but 
in 2014 he accepted a non-cooperating plea agreement and 
is currently serving 9 years (until 9-2020). 

Birthday: September 5, 1964 


INTERNATIONAL PRISONERS 

LUCI0 ALBERTI, FRANCESCO SALA, AND GRAZIANO 
MAZZARELLI 

Graziano and Francesco can be reached at Casa 
Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone 327, IT-44100 Ferrara, 
Italia. Lucio Alberti can be reached at, c/o CC Via Cassano 
Magnago 102, IT-21052 Busto Arsizio [Varese], Italia. 

The No TAV campaign against the building of the Turin- 
Lyon high speed rail link has been going strong for over 20 
years and regularly leads to new arrests as the Italian state 
tries to suppress resistance. These three anarchists were 
arrested on July 11, 2014, in connection with the action at 
the Chiomonte TAV site between May 13 and 14 of 2013. 
On February 9, 2016, Lucio and Francesco were sentenced 


to 2 years and 2 months, and Graziano was sentenced to 2 
years and 10 months. 

ALFREDO C0SPIT0 AND NICOLA GAI 

Both at: Casa Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone 327, IT- 
44122 Ferrara, Italia 

Nicola and Alfredo were arrested on September 14, 2012, 
for shooting Ansaldo Nucleare manager and Finmeccanica 
affiliate Roberto Adinolfi in the knees—an action carried 
out by the Olga nucleus of the FAI/FRI (Informal Anarchist 
Federation) earlier that year. In May of 2013 their sentences 
were reduced: Alfredo’s to 9 years and 5 months (until Feb¬ 
ruary 2022), Nicolas to 8 years and 8 months (until May of 
2020 ). 

LADISLAV KUC 

Florianska 18, PS-C12, Kosice, Slovakia 04142 

Ladislav is an animal rights activist originally sentenced to 
25 years on charges of illegal possession of arms, manufacturing 
of explosives, and terrorism for a bombing in front of a 
McDonalds in 2011 in which there were no injuries. He was 
traced after almost a year via mail communications between 
Ladislav and the manufacturer of a timer found at the crime 
scene. During a house search police found materials related 
to the Animal Liberation Front and components for another 
bomb. In May of 2016, the terrorism charge was overturned 
and he was resentenced to 23.5 years. 

Birthday: December 3, 1979 

DEBBIE VINCENT 

In a halfway house 

On May 17, 2014, Debbie was sentenced to 6 years in 
prison in the UK for campaigning against Huntingdon Life 
Sciences, Europe’s largest animal testing laboratory. Her case 
is part of the Blackmail 3 case, along with Sven and Natasha 
(see entry below). On April 13, 2017, she was transferred to 
a halfway house, where she is scheduled to serve 1-6 months. 

Birthday: January 12, 1962 


ARRESTEES FACING CHARGES 

BRAV01 

Out on bail 

Bravo 1 (Brennon Nastacio) has been peacefully protect¬ 
ing water and people on the Standing Rock Sioux Reser¬ 
vation from DAPL since August 2016. He is a 36-year-old 
Pueblo Native American with two children who depend on 
him. On January 5, Brennan decided to turn himself over 
to authorities after learning he had a warrant for a Class C 


Earth First! Journal 1271 Yule 2017-18 








is not a crime... It is a crime to destroy nature and other 
species [translation].” The trial was supposed to begin 
in November of 2015 but seems to have been delayed 
indefinitely. 

KROW / TWIG / KATIE KLOTH 

On felony probation 

Krow was assaulted and arrested on February 
4, 2017, by a Bureau of Indian Affairs officer while 
supporting the struggle against the Dakota Access 
Pipeline in North Dakota. She was extradited to 
Wisconsin to face charges of violating felony probation. 
The probation is from previous charges stemming from 
an environmental protest in Wisconsin against mining 
in the Penokee Hills in 2013, for which she served nine 
months in jail. She is also facing a felony charge in North 
Dakota, supportkrow.org 
Birthday: February 4 

NATASHA AND SVEN 

Natasha and Sven were extradited from the Neth¬ 
erlands to the UK in February 2017 for charges that 
could carry 14 years in prison, as part of the Blackmail 
3 case with Debbie Vincent (see above) which stemmed 
from their work with the Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty campaign, freesvenandnatasha.org 


Felony for “Terrorizing,” stemming from an incident 
where he nonviolently disarmed a man carrying a load¬ 
ed weapon. 

VANESSA CASTLE AND CHASE IRON EYES 

Out on bail 

Vanessa and Chase were arrested on February 1, 
2017, along with over 70 other people when the Last 
Child Camp, which was set up in opposition to the Da¬ 
kota Access Pipeline, was forcibly removed. Both were 
charged with felony inciting a riot and face up to 5 years 
in prison. Chase has pleaded not guilty and Vanessa has 
yet to enter a plea. 

RED FAWN FALUS 

In a halfway house 

An indictment filed January 5, 2017, charges Red 
Fawn with felony counts of civil disorder and discharg¬ 
ing a firearm in relation to a felony crime of violence— 
which, in this case, is civil disorder. These charges are in 
addition to an earlier charge of possession of a firearm 
by a convicted felon. She pleaded not guilty to federal 
charges in connection to an incident at a Dakota Access 
Pipeline protest. If convicted of discharging the firearm, 
Fallis faces a minimum of 10 years in prison. 

On December 11, 2017, The Intercept released an 
article revealing that the gun Red Fawn is accused of 
having fired belonged to Heath Harmon, an FBI infor¬ 
mant who had infiltrated the Standing Rock protests 
and was in a romantic relationship with Red Fawn. 



Red Fawn Fallis 


GIANLUCA GAUDENZI 

Gianluca is currently facing charges in Sweden for 
damaging at least 121 hunting towers and spray paint¬ 
ing slogans, causing roughly 670,000 SKE (approx. 
$78,000) in damages. He reportedly stated, “For me it 


RATTLER 

On supervised probation 

Rattler is a No DAPL water protector who is cur¬ 
rently facing federal felony charges produced through a 
grand jury indictment. Rattlers home is at Pine Ridge 
and he comes from a long legacy of struggle that he 
continued at Standing Rock against the Dakota Ac¬ 
cess Pipeline and its world. He is fighting these charges 
stemming from the October 27, 2016, eviction of the 
Frontline/Sacred Grounds Camp. Rattler loves fantasy, 
fiction, and Dungeons and Dragons. 


SET FREE! 

ELF prisoner JUSTIN S0L0NDZ was released (we 
think!) from a halfway house after serving 7 years for 
a 2001 firebombing of the University of Washingtons 
Center for Urban Horticulture, which cost the university 
$6 million. Prior to his Earth Liberation Front activities, 
Justin was engaged in above-ground forest defense in 
Washington while a student in Olympia. 
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A Monster 

in Mink Clothing 

by Everyday Random 


The literature online reads like a well-scripted verse right 

out of Sunset Magazine , claiming year-round sunshine and 
epic views of the Monserrate Winery vineyard. The reviews on 
AirBnB rave about the French doors, the spotless kitchen and 
pool, as well as its charming host—Teresa Platt. 

Those unfamiliar with Teresa Platt need only revisit what I 
will loosely describe as the second phase of the ALF and ELF 
actions in the United States following the early career and sub¬ 
sequent incarceration of Rod Coronado in the early 1990s. In 
1998, following a family enterprise in San Diego’s commercial 
tuna fishing industry, Platt became the public relations poster 
child for Fur Commission USA Inc. (FCUSA) and for the next 
13 years took on the role of its Executive Director, representing 
mink and fur farms across the United States and Canada. Platt 
quickly made a name for herself and took on the role as though 
she had a personal vendetta to settle against environmental¬ 
ists. According to her personal Linkedln profile, among her 
accomplishments during her tenure at the FCUSA she claims 
to have “created an eco-terrorism database and clearinghouse 
for law enforcement, the press and trade associations interna¬ 
tionally, and passed eco-terrorism legislation at the state and 
federal level.” This is a reference to the passage of the Animal 
Enterprise Terrorism Act, although this claim is not substan¬ 
tiated. However, it is believed that Platt was the architect of 
the FCUSA’s database housing information on activists and 
the Netwatch email list distributed out to industry members 
containing information on the activities and individuals of the 
ALF and other activists. 

Platt quietly left the FCUSA in 2011 as the organization 
decided to shift its focus from its failing public relations cam¬ 
paign under Platt to that of farm security against the direct ac¬ 
tion efforts of activists that were wreaking a heavy financial toll 
on farmers. A year later she popped up in Washington, DC, as 
the Director for the Environment and Enterprise Institute and 
a staff contributor to the Property and Environmental Research 
Center (PERC), a not-for-profit think tank advocating proper¬ 
ty rights and what it calls “free market environmentalism” as 
a guise to undercut the Endangered Species Act and promote 
development. As of November 7, PERC s current campaign is 
aimed at Utah’s prairie dogs on behalf of property owners. On 
Platt’s personal website she claims to enjoy “resolving regula¬ 
tory conflicts and marketing properties on behalf of property 
owners.” 

Platt’s contempt for environmentalists should come as no 
surprise. In the 1980s her father, a tuna fisherman, found him¬ 



self the target of the newly expanded Animal Welfare Act which 
is designed to protect dolphins and other marine mammals. 
Its passage was the direct result of environmental conservation 
efforts in raising awareness of the tuna industry’s barbaric prac¬ 
tices that killed hundreds of thousands of dolphins each year. 
As she stated in “People Promoting and People Opposing An¬ 
imal Rights: In Their Own Words,” “Animal rights/preserva- 
tionist campaigns had a negative impact on the fishery I was in¬ 
volved in. To counter this, I worked with the fishermen to start 
the Fisherman’s Coalition....” Platt goes on to state that she 
organized San Diego-based tuna fishing families “in the largest 
protest ever against Greenpeace.” In January 2012, as a board 
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member of the National Animal Interest Alliance (NAIA), she 
published a piece on the NAIA’s website recounting her ex¬ 
periences during the FCUSA’s annual meeting in 1999 where 
masked protesters’ signs described her as “Hitler” and on an¬ 
other day placed her picture in a coffin and burnt it in effigy. In 
her neighborhood, activists canvassed the streets with “wanted” 
posters featuring her face. Although she attempted to dismiss 
these activities with petty concerns about the toxins being 
emitted from burning faux fur and California’s litter laws, it 
is obvious that even after 13 years she still has an axe to grind 
with environmentalists. 

Visitors to Platt’s new website, teresaplatt.com, which 
plays host to her new business venture, Fallbrook Finery Vaca¬ 
tion Rentals, are treated to a myriad of picturesque photos of 
her rental home overlooking the Gird Valley in Fallbrook, CA. 
She describes it as a “terrific place for family vacations, week¬ 
end getaways or as accommodations for the bride, groom, their 
friends, relatives and wedding guests.” Despite the litany of pub¬ 
lications touting her lengthy career fighting environmental and 
animal rights radicals, including a self-published book titled 
“Tuna to Mink,” a negative review on amazon.com in 2009 of 
Dean Kuiper’s newly released book “Operation Bite Back,” and 
the FCUSA’s website in which her lengthy rant jumps around 
everywhere from “eco-terrorists” to Paul Watson, PETA, and 
even the Earth First!Journal , Platt dumbs down and even hides 
her history from prospective renters on her website. “As the Ex¬ 
ecutive Director of a national trade association, I contributed 
to an increase in the auction value of farmers’ goods from $73 
million to over $230 million” is the only reference to her 13 
years as the Executive Director of the FCUSA. She goes on fur¬ 
ther to claim, “While educating the public about tuna fishing, 
I helped pass federal legislation supported by the fisherman and 
five major environmental organizations, including Greenpeace, 
the World Wildlife Fund and the Center for Marine Conser¬ 
vation,” and now calls herself an “Enviropreneur.” In addition 
to her thriving rental business, Platt founded the 24/7 Policy 
and Communications, which promotes the interest of the tuna 
industry and claims to have generated “significant media cover¬ 
age for clients and campaigns” in news outlets such as the Wall 
Street Journal , New York Times , and even Range Magazine— a 
ranching industry periodical catering to public lands ranching 
where, in the Fall 2013 issue, she published a piece critical of 
the creation of National Monuments and the Antiquities Act. 

It is apparent that Platt can be nervous about owning her 
dark past while conveniently hiding it in likeminded publi¬ 
cations out of site from the general public. It is unlikely that 
most people would choose to rent from someone knowing they 
were directly involved in the destruction of dolphin and tuna 
populations, let alone advocating for an industry where anal 
electrocution, gassing, and other barbaric methods are used to 
kill wildlife for profit. Platt is unflinching with her love of fur. 
In 2009 she wrote a piece for the FCUSA’s website titled “Why 
Do I Love My Fur Coat?” in which she touts the benefits of 
wearing a fur coat over other materials “when running out to 
get the paper early or while having coffee outside on the patio 
on frosty winter mornings.” 


Platt claims that she has never broken the law in all of her 
“protests,” and she has been quick to condemn those who are 
opposed to her and work outside the system to make change 
happen. Like so many who jump on the term '‘terrorist” or 
“eco-terrorist” for any action that makes them uncomfortable, 
Platt and those in the fur industry conveniently forget the act 
of civil disobedience and property destruction of the Boston 
Tea Party that laid the groundwork for the United States. In 
“People Promoting and People Opposing Animal Rights,” 
Platt postures with this parting thought, “There is no opposi¬ 
tion—just people who have not yet seen the light.” Sadly, there 
have been but a few notable converts who have truly “seen the 
light” and made the jump from that of a monster to one ac¬ 
tively pursuing and advocating for the peace and well-being of 
all species. Most notable is that of Carter Niemeyer or “Wolf- 
er” as he is known on social media—a reference to his 2010 
book titled “Wolfer: A Memoir,” documenting his career as a 
government trapper which culminated in trapping the wolves 
involved in the 1995 Yellowstone reintroduction under Doug 
Smith. Since then, Carter has been an outspoken wolf advocate 
and now lends his voice to protect the species rather than reck¬ 
lessly attempting to wipe it out for personal gain, profit, or a 
simple, misguided hatred. 

. So what is different since 2011 and the changing of the guard 
at the Fur Commission? For Platt, it seems as though not much, 
other than a slight shift into high-end real estate. Her Linkedln 
page lists her ownership of 24/7 Policy and Communications 
position starting back in 1990 and as was stated previously, 
she has been active under this position promoting the interests 
of tuna fishermen, cattlemen, and legislation seeking to ease 
industry restrictions and reduce public lands. 

As her profile on thedogplace.org states, “She is no lon¬ 
ger with the Fur Commission but her convictions have not 
changed.” 

For the countless mink, fox, bobcat, coyote, and beaver who 
lived and died a horrific death under Teresa Platt, and for the 
prairie dogs, squirrels, sage grouse, mustangs, tuna, and dol¬ 
phin who continue to fight for a peaceful existence under her 
continued assault—we will never forget. ^ 

Everyday Random was horn in a small town in Pennsylvania—not 
too far from where Edward Abbey made his first appearance—and 
moved to Utah in the early 1980s. Their family spent much of their 
childhood exploring the deserts and Native lands of the Southwest 
in a borrowed motor home that spent as much time in repair as it 
did on the road. They were introduced to Earth First! in 1991 while 
attending the University of Utah. Later they volunteered for SUWA 
during the height of the RS2477fight. Sadly due to mounting debt 
and student loans they joined corporate America where they spent 
more than a decade selling out to Wall Street. They left corporate 
America in 2011 and spent a year and half writing their first novel. 
Today they are a local business and cycling advocate with strong ties 
to direct action environmental and animal welfare cause's and have 
just begun writing their second book. One of theirfavorite memories 
was sitting in Ed Abbey's old blue Ford pickup truck shortly after he 
died. In the glove box sat a well worn monkey wrench. 
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Dear Ned Ludd 

ECODEFENSE UPDATE PART FIVE: 

OTHER [HEAVY EQUIPMENT] SABOTAGE METHODS 

Despite the latest edition being over 20years old , Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching is still the go-to manualfor many 
aspiring saboteurs , so it seems only right that this useful old book get a much overdo update. In the next who-knows-how-many issues 
of the Journal I will attempt to bring this venerated old classic into the modern age with corrections to the third edition. Changes I've 
made include corrections to out-ofdate or inaccurate information along with tips for causing more damage with less risk to you and your 
comrades. [Bold and bracketed] statements are ones I've added\ and strike t hrough statements are ones that are out of date, no longer 
relevant , or just bad advice. Feel free to correct your third edition and share with friends. Though useful on its own, this update directly 
follows the updates from the Mabon 2016, Yule 2016-17, Eostar 2017, and Mabon 2017 issues of the Journal. 

—Ned Ludd 

from CHAPTER 5, pages 139-144 

Trucks 

Often neglected by monkeywrenchers are the fleets of haul 
trucks used in earth moving and logging operations. Frequently 
these trucks are parked in a more secure area than the other 
heavy equipment, due to the ease of moving them around. Il¬ 
lustration 5.11 shows a typical hood lock and a couple of hood 
configurations. Many truck hoods are made of lightweight 
plastic or fiberglass and are easily opened. As illustrated, han¬ 
dles, and even hood ornaments, are used to open hoods for 
access to the engine. Look closely at some trucks, as if out of 
curiosity, before attempting clandestine access. 

The engines in these trucks are the same or similar to the 
diesel power plants found in heavy equipment, so the same 
principles of introducing abrasives apply here. They also have 
large numbers of tires waiting to be flattened. [See tips about 
dangers of slashing heavy machinery tires in previous issues 
of the EFIJ before flattening anything.] 

Never tamper with the air hoses or electrical wires that con¬ 
nect truck and trailer. These operate safety equipment, and 
careless drivers (the majority) who don't check their vehicles 
thoroughly before heading out in the morning can cause an 
accident. Do not sabotage brakes, lights, or any other safety 
equipment. 

-Frank Duryea 

[PRO TIP: On many trucks, a person can access the en¬ 
gine without raising the hood and there is often enough 
space for even older wrenchers to stand in the gap between 
the frame and the hood. Raising the hood is really the last 
resort because of how noticeable it is. 

You can absolutely mess with the plastic brake lines. 

(Always leave metal brake lines alone. Metal brake lines 
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are used in hydraulic brake systems, which means that if 
the fluid leaks out, no brakes... aka you can kill someone.) 
Plastic brake lines are used on air brake systems. No air 
means the brakes are always applied. On a semi, the air 
brake system locks up without air and the cut lines will not 
allow it to move. The coiled plastic air lines on the back of 
the truck are for the brakes; cut them and the trailer doesn’t 
move. The trailer can be pulled by the truck with some 
effort, but it’s probably best to not use one as a permanent 
barricade. That’s better done with dozers that are sized D-9 
or bigger.] 

Related Targets 

CONVEYORS - Construction and mining operations fre¬ 
quently use conveyor belt systems to move and sort material. 
The belts are similar in composition to automobile tires, with 
thick rubber reinforced by fiber cords. The simplest form of 
sabotage is slashing with a sharp, thin-bladed knife. A com¬ 
mon hardware store item, the "utility" knife, is ideal. Blades 
are inexpensive, replaceable, and usually can be stored inside 
the handle. 

Since cuts that run straight across the belt are easily repaired, 
all your slashes should be at an angle, and as long as you can 
make them. Do not attempt to cut completely through the 
belt. A number of deep cuts at different points will cause the 
belt to deteriorate rapidly under use. Breakdown and early re¬ 
placement become necessary. 

MAINTENANCE FACILITIES - If you can gain access to 
garages, fuel trucks, or maintenance yards, contaminate any 
fuel and oil you find. Add water to diesel and dirt and sand to 
oil. Also, put diesel into any lubricating oils you find. 

Remember that guards often hang around garages and main¬ 
tenance yards. -Hank Frick 

[So lets say there is no alarm, no cameras, and no guards 
in this mythical shop. Most of the fluid in a shop is pumped 
by air pressure; it powers the impact guns and inflates the 
tires. Taking out a shop's air compressor takes the shop out 
for at least a day in rural areas. Make sure to get the one on 
the service truck as well. 

Tool boxes should be left alone unless every one in the 
shop matches, as they are often privately owned by the me¬ 
chanic and not the company. If they all are the same color 
and style, they are company-owned. Have at it.] 

Security And Heavy Equipment 

Because of the high cost of heavy equipment and its extreme 
vulnerability to sabotage, security efforts are often concentrated 
on its protection. Always be alert for guards around machin¬ 
ery. A security guard might park his pickup truck amongst the 
equipment. 

Often these machines are brought together at night where 
they can be more effectively guarded. They might be parked 


alongside a busy road so that passing traffic alone will discour¬ 
age monkeywrenching. Or they might be parked in a special 
compound, with the protection of a fence, lights, and possibly 
even a guard dog. Remember that every security measure adds 
to the costs of|^| [harming] the planet. [The word used in 
the original text is inappropriate, triggering, and unneces¬ 
sary.] Even driving the machines to and fro every morning and 
night adds to lost work time. 

If you suspect a guard is present, you might want to force 
him to reveal his presence by using the decoying methods de¬ 
scribed elsewhere. 

In addition, it is possible to wire heavy equipment with a 
"pager" type alarm system that will summon a guard by radio 
signal if someone tries to break into the cab. If you plan to 
force your way into the cab of a machine (perhaps to smash 
the instrument panel), check first for any antennas, and snap 
them off at the base when you find them. This will greatly di¬ 
minish the transmitting range of the alarm system and limit 
its effectiveness. This type of alarm system has received some 
attention in logging magazines. (Potentially dangerous booby 
traps, such as tear gas or even firearms, have been used to pro¬ 
tect heavy equipment in areas rife with monkeywrenching. BE 
CAREFUL!) 

[You can also just get the key: Cat keys, or any manufac¬ 
turer's operator keys for that matter, are easily obtained by 
going to an equipment dealership's parts department. The 
cost is usually three to five dollars per key. Remember to 
bring cash, so your information isn't on file. Tell the folks 
behind the counter that you work for a large garden com¬ 
pany or a farm—for one or two keys, just about any cover 
story will do, but the larger the amount of keys you're try¬ 
ing to obtain, the better your story needs to be. Acquiring 
a mechanics work shirt from a construction or landscap¬ 
ing operation can go a long way towards making your sto¬ 
ry believable. You can also usually find keys in equipment 
on sites. Almost all equipment made by a manufacturer is 
keyed the same. Imagine if everyone who bought a Toyota 
in the last three decades was given the exact same key, and it 
worked on every model. That's how heavy equipment ma¬ 
chinery keys work. Seriously.] 

Also, if you are carrying a portable CB for communication 
with lookouts or your driver, switch it on before breaking into 
the machine. An intermittent tone lasting 5 to 10 seconds can 
indicate an alarm transmitter trying to signal a pager in the 
possession of a guard. 

If you chose to strike shortly after the end of the work day 
(often before a security guard arrives), watch for the mainte¬ 
nance crew. These fellows usually drive a truck loaded with fuel 
and lubricants. It is their job to top off the diesel fuel tanks to 
prevent water condensation overnight. Often they check and 
adjust the levels of lubricating oil. Because of this, they may 
work a couple of hours to service a large number of machines. 

-Al Pinkerton 

[The last time this was relevant people were still arguing 
about whether or not Roselle was an asshole. That debate 
is settled and the answer is yes. Look to future Dear Ned 
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Ludds (after the equipment chapter is over, I’m working 
on something informative about security that companies 
are using to protect against theft) for stuff about security 
systems on heavy equipment. As always, use caution, but I 
would not fear the pager much any more.] 

FIELD NOTES 

• After repeated sabotage of heavy earth moving equipment, 
some companies have mounted heavy steel plates over engine 
and cab access points and secured them with padlocks. [This is 
now by design; perhaps there is a lot more wrenching than 
we realized.] Lock jamming methods described elsewhere in 
this book can create lengthy and costly delays when operators 
arrive for work. A series of lock jammings, randomly occurring 
over a long period of time can cause the company to aban¬ 
don this security measure or employ more costly and time 
consuming methods, such as extra guards, fenced and lighted 
compounds for overnight parking, or complete removal of all 
equipment from the site each night. Any additional security 
precautions impose financial burdens on the opposition and 
therefore help to accomplish the monkeywrencher's objectives. 

• If the engine compartment is padlocked, remember that 
the hood is both hinged and locked to a panel that bolts on. 
Slip the jaws of an 8 inch crescent wrench over the brass body 
of the lock and twist. You can rip off the hasp or its panel. 

Many semitrailer trucks have their oil filler hole in the grill. 
This is convenient for those who wish to add abrasives to the 
oil. 

• It is possible that both the oil filler pipe and the dipstick 
tube on heavy machinery will have locked caps. It may be pos¬ 
sible to punch or drill a small hole (large enough for the tip of 
your funnel) in the filler pipe, dipstick tube, or their locked 
covers. If this is done in an inconspicuous place and well cam¬ 
ouflaged, it might not be discovered until too late to save the 
machinery. 

[Master Locks are easily picked or hit open and are very 
common. My record is 10 seconds with a paper clip, includ¬ 
ing bending the clip into shape. I have also used a hammer, 
striking the top where the locking piece goes in. Locks on 
Cat heavy machinery open with the operator key and are 
also very common. For fun, use Tor to look up videos on 
picking Master Locks with various found objects.] 



• Barbed wire can do a lot of damage if it gets into the under¬ 
carriage of a bulldozer or other heavy equipment, especially on 
the newer models. So cautions an instructor in bulldozer op¬ 
eration. Although we don't have more specific information— 
what kind of damage and the like-this may be an important 
approach considering the security devices standard on newer 
model 'dozers which limit access to fuel and oil intakes, for 
example. 

[To answer this age-old question, it gets stuck in the 
tracks, wound around the track rollers, and is a real pain 
in the ass to fix. This ’’naturally" happens when equipment 
carelessly runs over old fences. If an old fence can be moved 
to a pipeline right of way and camouflaged, then it can slow 
things down a bit. Also useful in the boat section in future 
installments of Dear Ned Ludd, but can tear your wetsuit.] 

• Heavy equipment operators and mechanics can identify 
sabotage to their machines and may then guard them in the 
future. So do it right the first time when the risk of detection 
is lowest. 



A cheap, light-duty cutting torch designed for artists and 
hobbyists is a suitable tool for cutting rebar for use as road 
spikes. However, a medium or heavy-duty torch (cos t ing abou t 
$60 t o $100 more) [they will now run you between $100 
and $600.] should be used for structures or heavy equipment. 
This set-up can handle larger volumes of gases and therefore 
can cut larger pieces of steel faster (like bulldozer blade arms 
and railroad rails in less than a minute each). Since the use of 
a torch for monkeywrenching is a team operation anyway (an 
oxy-fuel flame is very bright—if you use it alone, you're asking 
to get caught), the additional cost for equipment may not be 
so burdensome. 

Get the equipment at a welding supply store. They can pro¬ 
vide the right equipment, the gases, and the instruction man¬ 
uals. Use of a cutting torch is fairly simple but certain safety, 
precautions must be observed or torch use becomes dangerous. 
The instruction booklets I've seen are very thorough on both 
technique and safety. However, they assume you are cutting 
clean metal. If you cut metal contaminated with oil or grease, he 
careful. Oil and grease Can burn explosively in pure oxygen. 

Get the largest oxygen bottle you can reasonably transport. 
The whole principle of flame cutting is to burn the metal in a 
stream of oxygen—the fuel is needed only to preheat the metal. 
Thus the amount of metal you can cut is directly related to the 
amount of oxygen you can dispense. Charts provided with the 
equipment give you the data you need on gas requirements. 

Consider only acetylene or propane for fuel. Each has advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages. Both are equally effective for cutting. 
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Acetylene looks less suspicious in the field because it can also 
be used for welding, but it's more expensive (unless you rent 
the bottle). It is also much bulkier to transport, a little trickier 
to handle, and can be obtained only at welding supply shops. 

Propane is cheaper and easier to handle, can be obtained al¬ 
most anywhere, and can be used in camp stoves. But it cannot 
be used for welding. The cutting torch attachment, handle, 
hoses, oxygen bottle, and oxygen regulator are the same regard¬ 
less of fuel. Only the cutting tips, fuel bottle, and regulator are 
different with different fuels (although an acetylene regulator is 
fine for propane, a propane-only regulator is cheaper). 

If you lack money and do not have a propane bottle already, 
go with oxyacetylene and rent the gas bottles. If you have pro¬ 
pane equipment already or no need to weld, or if weight is a 
major concern, go with oxy-propane and either rent the ox¬ 
ygen bottle or buy an aluminum oxygen bottle. Don't buy a 
steel oxygen bottle—aluminum ones weigh only two-thirds as 
much. A supplier of medical gases would be the best place to 
start looking for an aluminum oxygen bottle. You don't need 
to be a gorilla to backpack a heavy-duty oxy-propane set-up 
with an aluminum oxygen bottle of sufficient capacity to cut 
up a bulldozer. 



The third and final official edition of Ecodefense: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching was published in 1994. 


If you must be neat or conserve gases, use the right size tip 
for the thickness of the metal you are cutting. If you want to 
destroy something as quickly as possible, use the largest tip ap¬ 
propriate for the amount of gas you have. 

Besides using it for cutting, you can use your torch to melt 
bearings, destroy hydraulic pistons, fuse joints, wreck gear 
teeth, etc. (watch out for grease and oil). In short, a torch may 
be the optimum tool for converting an expensive machine into 
a pile of scrap safely, quickly, and quietly. Any metal that read¬ 
ily oxidizes can be cut with an oxygen torch. Aluminum burns 
very fast; copper burns slowly; stainless can't be burned at all. 
Since you need to practice anyway, experiment at home with 
scraps of the same material you'll be up against in the field. 
Beware of volatile metals like zinc and cadmium (common plating 
materials) because they can produce dangerous fumes (cadmium is 
as toxic as mercury and is retained by the body longer.) 

While seldom useful or safe for the solo ecoteur, a cutting 
torch can be a very important tool for a monkeywrench gang. 
It is much more hazardous than other hand tools, but, in com¬ 
bination with other tools, it can virtually eliminate the need 
for explosives. Appropriate technology and safety are always 
important considerations when defending the Earth. 

—Robin Hood 
FIELD NOTES 

• Remember that a cutting torch is very bright and makes 
you visible at a considerable distance. It will of course be more 
visible at night. If possible, use a screen. Have lookouts who 
can warn of approach a considerable distance away. [This is 
one of those tactics probably best deployed in the day, when 
the shower of sparks and flame will be less visible from a 
distance.] 

•In case you have to abandon your equipment to escape, be 
sure there are no fingerprints or other marks on it that could 
link it to you. [And if you were "practicing at home" as men¬ 
tioned above, make sure all traces of that activity are gone 
before you go out to do the real thing.] 

• Prosecutors consider use of a cutting torch for ecotage to be 
arson: Penalties may be higher if you are caught and convicted 
for property destruction with a cutting torch than with grind¬ 
ing compound or bolt cutters. 

• Use extreme security measures in purchasing cutting torch 
equipment. In the Arizona Five case, records of cutting torch 
purchase were used against one of the defendants, who was also 
identified by the salesperson. 

• If you are packing a cutting torch to a remote location, it 
is difficult to disguise your equipment. Scratch the operation if 
you are seen. One of the Arizona Five defendants was seen by 
two hikers as he was lugging his equipment up the trail to sab¬ 
otage ski lift towers outside of Flagstaff. When the local news¬ 
paper offered a reward for information, they remembered the 
nervous fellow with the strange pack they had seen on the trail 
near the ski area. They contacted police, positively identified 
the man in court, and collected their reward.^ 
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Tech-sawy folks have a name for one of the safer ways 

to transfer data without the risk of snoops dipping into the 
information being sent while its in transit: the sneakernet. Save 
data onto a portable drive, and walk it over to where it needs to 
go (wearing sneakers, of course!). 

Recently I received two USB drives by sneakernet from my 
lawyer. I had been arrested at a protest months earlier, and, de¬ 
spite my original plans to the contrary, I had my unencrypted 
Android smartphone on me during the arrest. Many articles 
and zines address electronic safety and precautions you can take 
to keep data safe while communications are being sent or re¬ 
ceived. 1 The purpose of this article is to inform you of the kind 
of data cops can easily take from your phone if they have physi¬ 
cal access to it, and what you can do to mitigate that so you can 
keep yourself and loved ones safe in a wider range of scenarios. 

The USB drives I received contained all the data the cops 
took from my phone using a system created by a company 
called Cellebrite. 2 Cellebrite contracts with individual police 
departments, cities, companies, and militaries around the 
world. Among the products they sell are machines to which 
cell phones can be connected. They have “field models” which 
can be carried around in police cars, advertising their abili¬ 
ty to “directly extract passwords, disable or bypass user locks 
and decode data from more than 1,500 mobile applications in 
minutes” so as to “increase conviction rates with accuracy and 
speed.” According to the information on the drives, my phone 
was connected for about 45 minutes to extract its information. 

I had only had my phone for five months at the time it was 
taken from me, but because it was signed in to a Gmail account 
that had been active for 11 years, the information they were 
able to gain was enormous. 


1. See resources at the end of this article. 

2. CELEBRITE.COM 

3. When a cell phone is on (and sometimes wherryou think it's ofl 
your phone has service, it is in communication with a cell tower. 



Below is a list of all the information I received in one massive 
easy-to-search-and-sort spreadsheet. They also gave me an 
almost 8,000-page document with the same information. 

• A list of all my contacts, including phone numbers and 
emails that contacted me that were not stored in my phone, 
with a count of how many times I called, messaged, or emailed 
them or was called, messaged, or emailed by them. 

• The number of emails I received, sent, and drafted to 
specific email addresses and how many shared calendar events 
I had with those email addresses. The number of incoming/ 
outgoing/missed calls from each number and if they were in 
my contacts, and how long total calls were between me and 
a number. Whether they were in my contacts, and if so what 
nickname I call them in my phone. 

• The number of SMS texts received/sent/drafted to a num¬ 
ber. The content of all texts, even if they were deleted, includ¬ 
ing drafts. 

• Whatsapp contacts, their "usernames" (i.e. the phone 
number attached to their account), and how many chats/calls 
took place between me and them. 

• All apps, when they were installed/deleted/last used/pur¬ 
chased, and what permissions they had. 

• Audio files that were stored in Google Drive, as well as any 
podcasts, voice memos, and ringtones. Timestamps for their 
creation/deletion/modification/last access. 

• All calendar events, attendees invited, location tags, etc. 

• Traditional call log info you might expect. 

• Date and time of all cell towers my phone had ever 
connected to 3 and their location, conveniently linked to 
Google Maps. A world map marking all cell towers accessed 
by my phone. 


, it is constantly looking for a signal from a cell tower. So as long as 
signal strength from three cell towers is known, your location can 
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• Chats from Signal, * * 4 WhatsApp, SMS, Google Hangouts, 5 
TextSecure, GroupMe, and Google Docs; a list of all partici¬ 
pants in those chats; text body content; whether it was read or 
unread, with a timestamp for sent and read; if it was starred; if 
it was deleted; all attachments. These chats were also from years 
ago, before I even had a smartphone. 

• All information for all my contacts, including whether the 
contact was deleted or not. 

• Web browser cookies. 

• Any document ever opened on my phone, including text 
documents, attachments, Google docs, and those created by 
apps. 

• Emails and email drafts, including all sending information, 
entire text content, and up to 16 attachments. 

• Images/photos/videos along with their created/accessed 
timestamp and any metadata. 

• Ninety-six random tweets from one of my Twitter ac¬ 
counts, some from as far back as 2013. 

• A list of all wifi networks that my phone ever connected to, 
their passwords/hardware identifiers, and when I connected 
to them. 

• The last five times my phone was turned on, including 
twice two months after I lost access to it. 

• Web history and web and Playstore search history. 

• A list of every word ever typed into my phone and how 
many times that word was typed, including email addresses as 
words, and words I added to the dictionary so they wouldn’t 
continue to be autocorrected to something else. 

• What they call my "timeline": every action (texts, calls, 
emails, web history, app usage including maps searches, con¬ 
nections to wifi networks or new cell towers, etc.) with time- 
stamp to be easily sorted. 

Co-defendants of mine who also had their phones taken 
have told me that the data they received back also included: 

• Facebook Messenger chats/drafts. 

• Data from phone before it was factory reset. 6 

Emotional Fallout 

This wasn’t as bad as it could have been, but was worse than 
I’d been hoping for. I knew that the government could get all 
this information, but when I was able to see all my personal 
data together like this in one big spreadsheet, I felt an exis¬ 
tential dread that I didn’t have words for, because not enough 
people have been able to feel it yet. What did I have of myself, 


to myself? The dystopian realization set in that my powerful 
enemies have so much of my identity: my fingerprints, my reti¬ 
nas, the appearance of my face, intimate emails to and from my 
friends and lovers over more than a decade, the late night po¬ 
litical debates over chat apps that helped shape my values and 
convictions, documents framing out my life goals, the words 
and writing patterns I use, the groups that I’m part of that orga¬ 
nize via email, how I relate to those groups, the responsibilities 
I take on in those groups, applications strangers had written to 
live in my home... The invasiveness felt total and it all hit me at 
once in a visceral tsunami. 

My immediate reaction was to think that nothing was worth 
this level of intrusion. But I realized that any reason I might be 
targeted for this kind of privacy violation stemmed from my 
participation in projects so important to the continuing devel¬ 
opment of my values, and figuring out how to live my life to 
align with those values, that I could never regret engaging with 
them. If you are reading this, it is very likely that these are risks 
you do or should take seriously. We are fighting against power¬ 
ful systems of destruction and death, for new possibilities and 
alternative visions of how we can be together with each other 
and the rest of this Earth. To me, those possibilities make this 
kind of targeting worth it. If you aren’t already, it’s time to get 
serious about tech security. 

Ten Steps to Consider 

This probably makes you want to smash your phone into tiny 
bits, and by all means, please do. But there are measures you can 
take to protect your personal data in situations like these. Some 
suggestions are more drastic than others, but they are all worth 
considering. And remember, it’s not just your own data, but it's 
information about and between all the contacts stored in your 
phone as well. Keep your friends and networks safe. 

1. If you have a smart phone, encrypt it NOW. All my 
codefendants who had encrypted phones had no information 
taken from them except for their phone numbers. This op¬ 
tion should be found in the settings of all Android phones. 
It is very simple, and just requires an extra password when 
accessing your phone. The encryption process might take a 
few hours, so plug in to a safe spot and leave it for a while. 
iPhones that run iOS 4 or later are encrypted automatically 
when passcode protection is enabled. 7 

2. Don’t bring your phone with you to places or events that 
have a higher chance of the government getting your phone! 


be determined highly accurately [sometimes within a few meters]. For more on this, see "Thp Problem with Mobile Phones/ in Further 

Reading. 

4. At the time of the arrest I did not know about disappearing messages on Signal, although I do not know if this would have changed 
the outcome of what could be obtained with physical access to my phone. Remember that Signal is designed to keep anyone from 
reading your messages in transit and to avoid people pretending to be someone else, not to keep someone who physically has your 
phone from obtaining the messages. 

5. There were bits of time when I had used Google Hangouts with OffTheRecord [OTR] encryption [not to be confused with the option in 
Google to not save "conversation history," which Google then still has access to]. All OTR messages were still encrypted and just showed 
up in my cell data as jibberish, because they had not been stored or accessed by my phone. 

6. A factory reset does not wipe and rewrite over the phone drive enough times that data from before isn't recoverable. 

7. Because police can legally compel you to place your finger on your phone after an arrest, it is infinitely safer to have a passcode to 









We don’t always know when we’re going to fall into the clutches 
of our enemies, but we can take precautions if we know there’s 
a high risk. If you do get arrested with your phone, you might 
want to weigh the option of destroying your phone if you have 
the chance. 

3. Create an email account to only connect to GooglePlay 
in Android phones or iTunes for Apple phones. Do not ever 
connect an email account you use regularly to your phone. If 
you need to, check your email using a private browser from 
your phone, rather than through an app. 

4. Don’t store your contacts’ physical or mailing addresses 
in your phones. Think about the name you use for them in 
your phone: You may not want to put their full legal name 
even if you know it. Or it may be worse off for them if you 
use an identifying code name that connects them to a certain 
phone number or email address. Is it'more helpful or risky to 
call someone by a name that associates them to a group they 
work with or the event where you met? 

3. Use a private web browser on your phone like Firefox Fo¬ 
cus. Orbot is a web browsing app that allows you to use TOR 
on an Android phone for added anonymity. 

6. Don’t use the calendar function on your phone. If you 
do, don’t invite others to calendar events or put the physical 
address of events in the calendar. 

7. It is better to connect to social media through private web 
browsers than through the apps themselves. You may want to 
consider only connecting to social media through computers 
instead. * 8 

8. A dumb phone might be preferable in some respects, 
but remember that there is no encryption possible on a dumb 
phone, both with the information .stored on the phone itself 
and communication in transit. Many dumb phones don’t 
even have passwords, so no information (contacts, etc.) is even 
slightly secure. 

9. Your phone uses electromagnetic waves, which are 
self-propagating electric and magnetic fields, to communicate 
with cell towers. Theoretically, electric fields cannot exist in¬ 
side a hollow electric conductor. It sounds wingnutty, but this 
means that a thick enough layer of aluminum foil should be 
able to stop all signal to and from your phone (you can do this 
experiment yourself—see what happens when you call it!). Al¬ 
ternatively, you can obtain a fancy case/pouch for your phone 
called a Faraday cage, which is the same thing, just more ex¬ 
pensive. Be careful with this one though, because if you use 
the aluminum foil method, it needs to be thick enough, as well 
as completely covering the phone (no seams or holes where a 
phone signal could leak out). 

10. If a contact of yours has their phone data collected in this 
way, you may want to consider changing your phone number. 

Luckily, only one of my email accounts had been synced to 


my phone, and I live a life where I connect with people and 
groups without technology often. Interestingly and mysterious¬ 
ly, there was some information not present that I expected to be 
there. And of the tens of thousands of emails sent and received 
in the past 11 years, only several thousand were there. I know 
I am much more than what my phone can give to anyone, and 
we are always growing and changing through our experiences. 
While the data they have about me and my communities tells 
them about my past, I still have control over what information 
they can obtain going forward. It is definitely worth fighting 
against their ability to gather more. 1 ^ 

Resources and Further Reading 

Threat Modeling is a way to help you find a balance between 
complete paranoia and having all your info out in the open: 
SSD.EFF.ORg/en/mODULe/ASSESSING-YOUR-RISKS 

Step-by-step tutorials for setting up and using digital securi¬ 
ty tools like encryption from the Tactical Security Collective: 
SECURITYINABOX.ORG 

Creative and fun way to learn about how you can be tracked 
and identified online: myshadow.org/ 

The Problem with Mobile Phones: ssd.eff.org/en/module/ 

PROBLEM-MOBILE-PHONES 

A DIY Guide to Feminist Cybersecurity: hackblossom. 
org/cybersecurity/ 

Cute step-by-step guide on fighting the state with digital 
security in mind: cutealism.com/fight 


Dyno is one of the more than 230 people who police shot at with 
grenades that exploded open to launch rubber bullets, smoke , and 
chemical irritants, sprayed with pepper spray ,; kettled on the street 
from morning until evening, and arrested during the presidential 
inauguration on January 20, 2017. For more information about 
this case and how cell phone information is being used against 
defendants, as well as to possibly implicate others in future charges, 
see defendj20resistance.org. 



VS/E 


January 20, 2017, Washington, DC. Photo from winteroak.org.uk/2016/11 


unlock your phone than a fingerprint unlock. This will likely be true for the new facial recognition unlocks as well. 

8. Computers are only safer because you are less apt to have them on your person when being arrested, and therefore it's more difficult 
for the government to have access to them. The hard drives of your personal computers should also be encrypted for' maximum 
security, especially if you ea'rry a laptop with you often. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 


THE 2018 EARTH FIRST! 
ORGANIZER'S CONFERENCE 

Southern Mississippi, February 23-28 

The OC organizing crew is proud to announce that the 2018 OC is, without a doubt, gonna be the absolute 
best OC of the whole year! EFIers are invited to join us in southern "Mississippi" from February 23-28 to 
enjoy some dirty southern hospitality. We are excited to host a space for organizers to continue important 
ongoing conversations and we welcome content proposals. Additionally, we are stoked to have a team of 
EFIers visiting so close to the belly of the beast—the Gulf South, where over 80 percent of all US oil 
pipelines terminate. So pack your favorite action socks and maybe bring a flotation device, the swamps are 
calling. See ya there! 

SOUTH EAST TRANS* AND/OR 
WOMEN'S ACTION CAMP 

North Carolina, April 2018 

Smoky Mountain Eco-Defense would like to invite all trans* and/or women identified folks to a biocentric 
action camp in the Smoky Mountain region (North Carolina) in late April 20 i 8. This camp will serve as a 
safer-space for people of diverse gender identities who are systematically overshadowed by our cis-normative 
and androcentric environmental movements in addition to the larger male-dominated society. South East 
Trans* and/or Women’s Action Camp (SETWAC) will take place when the Atlantic Coast Pipeline, a 
natural gas pipeline running through West Virginia, Virginia, and North Carolina, could potentially be 
under construction. Grassroots efforts have been aiming to halt the pipeline through varying methods and 
SETWAC hopes to build conversation about what resiliency through this struggle looks like. 

SETWAC will facilitate a supportive environment for sharing skills and stories, healing through 
togetherness, and combating the patriarchy. Being in the spring season, there will be an abundance of 
wild edibles and medicinals surrounding the camp area. This four-day-long camp will offer workshops 
on a wide range of topics such as earth skills, conflict resolution, botany, tree climbing, direct action, 
anti-fascist organizing, prisoner support, security culture, herbalism, and much, much more! 
More information will be announced in the coming months, so stay tuned! 

Check out our webpage: setwac.blackblogs.org 
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THE 2018 EARTH FIRST! ROUND 
RIVER RENDEZVOUS 

Southeast Ohio, July 2-9 

Appalachia Resist! invites you to the 2018 Earth 
First! Round River Rendezvous, from July 2-9, 
in so-called Southeast Ohio. This region has long 
been shared by the Mingo, Shawnee, and Tsalagi 
peoples, and is now occupied and plundered by the 
settler colonial state of the USA. 

Our collective, Appalachia Resist!, began six 
years ago to fight frack waste injection wells. We 
are facing unprecedented auctioning off of nation¬ 
al forests (read: stolen land) for fracking; new per¬ 
mit applications for coal mines; recent spills from 
frack waste trucks; and more permits for pipelines. 

Our collective engages the fight on many fronts, 
and is not interested in barriers that cast environ¬ 
mentalism as separate from all movements against 
racism, fascism, transphobia, etc. We want the Rendezvous we are hosting to reflect that. We hope to have 
workshops and discussions that get real about how the hetero, white supremacist, colonialist, patriarchal 
system is really fucking everything up, and how resistance to that system is vibrant, varied, historic, strong, 
necessary, and strategic. And of course it wouldn’t be an Earth First! campout without the technical train¬ 
ings. There will be opportunities to learn how to suspend yourself precariously from trees and other tall 
objects, lock yourself to equipment, disrupt the lives of the rich, and otherwise put your ass on the line to 
say, “No Deal Assholes! Not today, not ever!" If you have workshops you’d like to see happen, or a workshop 
you’d like to facilitate/give, please let us know. * 

As hosts, we will take care of the logistics like food, water, site, and such, but we are expecting you all to 
bring what you have .to offer to the conversation, even if (especially if) it’s just a willingness to consider that 
your ideas might not always be right, and that one of the best ways to get to know people is by doing the 
dishes and digging shitters together (direct action)! 

We also want this to be the best kids' Rendezvous ever. We’ll definitely have childcare, but we’re also . 
looking for people who want to offer skills trainings and workshops for kids and teens. And PLEASE bring 
your kids, and tell your friends with kids that radical families are invited and appreciated at the 2018 RRR. 

We want to make this Rondy accessible and inclusive. Organizers will be considering this, and we also 
ask you to reach out ahead of time and let us know what resources and assistance will make you feel most 
welcome and able to be present! Lastly, if you want to have a fundraiser or make a donation, every little bit 
helps us with the costs of hosting this camp. 

Swimming? Yes. Campfires? Yes. Singing? Yes. Conflict Engagement? Yes. Romance? Yes. Sequins? Yes. 
Unlikely Coalitions? Yes. ACAB? Yes!! 



Earth Firstlers shut down a fracking waste storage facility in New 
Matamoras, Ohio, following the 2013 EF! Organizers Conference 
hosted by Appalachia Resist!. 
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Wolves 
& Poodles 

An Earth-bound, oil-addicted, totalitarian poodle with 
space-faring, magic-powered, totalitarian dreams to the 
Abu Dhabi Police for greenwashing a bleak-ass future. The 
police department for the United Arab Emirates' capital 
city has announced plans to build a station on the planet 
Mars in 2057. The announcement reads like a fifteen-year- 
old watched “Blade Runner,” “Minority Report,” and “An 
Inconvenient Truth,” hit the gravity bong, and then wrote a 
pitch for a Philip K. Dick-inspired eco-dystopia. Highlights 
from the plan include (I swear we didn't make this up): “50 
percent of police officers replaced by robots,” “50 percent of 
policing decisions based on data mining and analysis,” “35 
percent [of police training provided] through virtual reality; 

15 percent using hologram technology,” an “International 
academy for foresight future policing,” and, of course, the 
self-explanatory “Police laboratory for space science.” 

The plan makes it very clear that all this optimistic futuris¬ 
tic space oppression will be environmentally friendly: “ 100 
percent [of] police patrols [will] run fuel-free, on alternative 
sources” (no specifics), and “50 percent [of] police centres 
[will be] converted to power-generating stations” (presum¬ 
ably, the mammalian half of the police force will run on 
hamster wheels to power the robot half). If he were alive 
today, Rashid bin Saeed A1 Maktoum, the first Prime Minis¬ 
ter of the United Arab Emirates, would no doubt update his 
most famous quote, “My grandfather rode a camel, my fa¬ 
ther rode a camel, I drive a Mercedes, my son drives a Land 
Rover, his son will drive a Land Rover, but his son will ride 
a camel,” to add: “and his son will be utterly insignificant in 
the age of hydrogen-powered robot space cops.” 



their back. Two tranquilizer darts failed to subdue the deer, 
who eventually escaped the digital nightmare—sleeping 
meds still coursing through their body—and fled into the 
woods across the street. Unfortunately, the hero was chased 
down and eventually captured. 

A dead poodle behind a display case to VaquitaCPR for 

killing a critically endangered porpoise during a “conserva¬ 
tion effort.” Vaquitas are small porpoises that live only in 
the northern reaches of the Gulf of Mexico. They are the 
most endangered porpoise on the planet, with only 30 indi¬ 
viduals believed to exist, mostly as a result of industrial fish¬ 
ing operations—specifically gillnets, which catch and kill 
the mammals. In response to this crisis, the government of 
Mexico created an emergency conservation team to capture 
and breed the vaquitas. It didn't go well. They began their 
capture efforts in October by taking two vaquitas from the 
wild, and on November 10 they announced they were end¬ 
ing the program entirely. Why? The first animal they stole, a 
juvenile female, was released after veterinarians determined 
that keeping this feral creature—who had evolved to explore 
the infinite scope of wild waters—in a tiny floating sea pen 
was causing them too much stress. The second hostage, a 
breeding-age female, was also set to be released, but died as 
the team was trying to return her to the wild. You'd think 
by now that humans would have learned that it isn't wild 
animals that need to make adjustments if they are going to 
survive—it's us. Down with gillnets! Down with industrial 
fishing! Down with capturing, tagging, probing, and killing 
endangered animals! Up with total liberation! 


A Luddite wolf living up to their ACAB tattoo to the 
deer who smashed up an Indianapolis computer store. 

Last October, the 250-pound deer crashed through the 
glass doors of a Key Computers location and went on a 
tech-bashing rampage, destroying equipment and bleeding 
all over the walls and carpet. Employees locked themselves 
in a back room and called police, who upon arriving tried 
to corral the vigilante. Clearly recognizing the connections 
between state repression and technology-fueled environ¬ 
mental destruction, the animal gored one of the officers, 
picking him up with their antlers and throwing him over 


An anonymous wolf with courage under fire to the man 
who rescued a rabbit from the recent Southern California 
wildfires. Video footage from early December shows the 
man on the side of the 101 freeway in Ventura County as 
he approaches a rabbit on the side of the road, dangerously 
close to the blazing wildfire. Terrified, the rabbit runs into 
the 20-foot-tall flames. The man freaks out, holding his 
head and shaking, then heads into the fire and emerges 
holding the soft white animal in his arms. Despite national 
attention, he has so far ignored the media. ^ 
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WILDEST DREAMS 

by The Backwoods Boys 


Since 2014, The Backwoods Boys have been making appearances at Earth First! events, performing biocentric parodies of your favorite 
pop songs. Here are Lyrics and chords to their latest hit, “Wildest Dreams, ” to the tune of the song with the same name by Taylor Swift. 


c em 

I said let's get out of this town 

d 

burn down all the cities 
get away from the crowds 
c 

Greenpeace can't help us now 

d 

nothing lasts forever 


c 

this time we're gonna shut it down 
em 

trees so tall and handsome as hell 

d 

they're so big we won't let them be 
felled 

c em 

I can see the end, the ending of civ 

d 


we'll burn all the prisons 


chorus: 

g d 

get everything for free 

am 

steal yourself a nice dress 
c 

never ever confess babe 
dead cops and burning streets 
we don't have to pretend 
we can actualize our 
g d am c 

wildest dreams oh oh ohhh 
wildest dreams oh oh ohhh 

I said no one has to know what we do 

I'll cut off all my hair 

I'll bring some different shoes 

glass breaking's a familiar sound 

nothing lasts forever 

civ is gonna crumble down 

dams so big and ugly as hell 

we tear 'em down and the salmon do swell 

I can see the end, the ending of civ 

it's time to fucking win 


chorus: 

burning shit down 

set all the rivers free 

someday all this industry 

steal yourself a ski mask 

will just be a memory 

never talk when they ask babe 

crumbling to the ground 

camo hats and torn up jeans 


we don't have to pretend 

chorus: 

we can actualize our 

(quietly) 

wildest dreams oh oh ohhh 

set all the creatures free 

wildest dreams oh oh ohhh 

steal yourself an AK • 

hollow points they can't trace babe 

bridge: 

it's total anarchy 

g 

devastation will end 

see me in hindsight 
j 

wilderness we'll defend 

a 

fighting cops with you all night 

(loudly) 

am c 

set all the creatures free 

burning shit down 

steal yourself an AK 

g 

hollow points they can't trace babe 

someday all this industry 

it's total anarchy 

d 

we don't have to pretend 

will just be a memory 

we can actualize our 

am c 

wildest dreams oh oh ohhh 

crumbling to the ground 

wildest dreams oh oh ohhh 

can't see me in my all black 
monkey wrench in my backpack 

wildest dreams oh oh ohhh ^ 















Vrmed 

With 


/ision 



Power lines near the Point Lepreau nuclear generating station in New Brunswick, 
Canada. Photo by Number Six [bill lapp] at flickr.com/photos/74 891468 (5) 
N00/3827483614 


Clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


CHANGE 

It’s October 
In Canada 

And I’m still sitting outside 
On my deck. 

The world is warming 
And who knows 
How long this beauty 
Will continue. 

The sun is low in the trees. 

Only the tops of the spruce and pine 
Are radiant. 

Down here 

There is deep shadow. 

Down here 

In this mixed boreal forest 
There is peace 
As darkness descends. 

A lone chickadee 
Flits to the feeder. 

Not a breeze 
Rustles the popple. 

The blue flies 
Hover and float. 

Winter is coming. 

Mary de La Valette 
2017 


POST APOCALYPTIC BOOGIE 
WOOGIE FLU 

Peace tribes wander earth 
Sift thru garbage 
Of ruined culture 
What pop icon will host 
Benefit for survivors? 

There is food 

But not for thought 

No sad cafes to write about 

Or starving children on broken TVs 

The power is out, finally 
& we may make our way on foot 
Meanwhile, remnants of industrialism 
Walk in circles, 

Pace too slow 

They melt into puddles 

Of toxic waste 

The women hunt for mates 

Enraptured w/ new aggressiveness 

We are animal children, 

Feral & the rules 

Are written on back sides 

Of the Mind 

Grope thru long darkness, 

The factories are dead, 

Even the lab animals are free 
Tribal councils are called 
& spider monkey speaks freely 

doggman 
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SPACE SHUTTLE 

Just this past September 
I was heading on my bike to the BART station 
When I looked up and thought, "Woooo, 
what the fuck?!?!" 

as I saw this jumbo jet flying low in my direction 
with this other plane-like thing attached to the top of it 
and a couple of fighter jets as escorts. 

I'm thinking 

“this is some seriously crazy shit!” 

It turns out 

that the thing on top of the jumbo jet 
was the Space Shuttle Endeavour, 
which they were parading around 
our Bay Area air space 

as a sort of poster child for the space program 
before retiring it. 

This space shuttle, 

also called an orbiter, 

was built to replace Challenger, 

which exploded 73 seconds after its launch in 1986 

killing all of its seven crew members. 

Endeavor traveled over 122 million miles 
starting in 1992 

which included carrying the first African-American wom¬ 
an astronaut, 

Mae Jemison, 
into space. 

Its next stop was to be LA 
where after more parading 
it went into a museum. 

Just the month before in August 
Neil Armstrong, 
the first man on the moon 
died at 82. 

In all 12 American men walked on the moon, 

the first in the summer of 1969 when 

in a techno marvel of controlled explosion 

and precision timing 

a capsule containing a living human 

shot outside of Earth’s gravity 

into outer space 

and landed 

on the moor*— 

on that luminous nightly changing 
ball in the night sky. 

And looking back 
toward Earth, 

seeing it with their own eyes whole for the first time, 

a deep blue spherical planet, 

its patches of brown tinged with green 

in swirling clouds 

surrounded by stars. 

The place they were from, 
their home, 


Mother Earth, 
way out . there. 

About a month later that same summer of 1969 
was the music festival 
called “Woodstock” 

where Americas young people were exploring 
other spaces. 

Three years later in 1972 
on the last trip taking a man to the moon 
a photo was taken of the whole earth 
that would become 

the most reproduced image in human history. 

What some have called 

"The Blue Marble"— 

like a lovely tender eye 

floating 

in the immensity of the cosmos. 

But, all that time 

from President John F. Kennedy challenging 
America to "land a man on the moon and return 
him safely to the Earth", through the civil rights 
March on Washington, JFK’s assassination, Bob 
Dylan going electric, the Beatles first U.S. tour 
and their last ever concert, the murders of Robert 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr., the Sum¬ 
mer of Love, the founding of Earth Day, and the 
taking of that iconic photo of the Earth, 
all that time 
we were fighting a war 
in Vietnam. 

While Rusty Schweickart, 
who walked in space, said this 
about what that view of Earth made him think, 
"Hundreds of people .... killing each other over 
some imaginary line that you're not even aware of 
.... from where you see it, the thing is a whole, 
and it's so beautiful. You wish you could take one 
in each hand, one from each side in the various 
conflicts, and say, 'Look. Look at it from this per¬ 
spective. (Now),What's important?'" 

Kirk Lumpkin 
September 2012 


Send poems to: 

Earth First! Journal 
PO Box 96^ 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 

COLLECTIVE® EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 
ARMEDWITHVISIONS.COM 
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EXTREME CITIES 


an Interview with Ashley Dawson 


by Rick Carp 



“Climate change is really an urban phenomenon above 

all, ” says Ashley Dawson, Ph.D. y 51. Dawson normally serves the 
CUNY (City University of New York) system through the College 
of Staten Island and the Graduate Center, but is currently working 
as a visiting professor at the Princeton Environmental Institute. 
The author of four books and co-editor of four more , Dawsons pre¬ 
vious research focused on “post-colonial issues, particularly looking 
at migration to Britain and other wealthy countries. ” But his latest 
projects have been about major aspects of ecocide: extinction and 
climate change. 

“There's a direct connection to thinking about climate in so 
much as the wealthy countries in the Global North are vastly, dis¬ 
proportionately responsible for emissions and yet ip is the people 
of the Global South who are going to bear the brunt of climate 
change, ”says Dawson. “So my disciplinary background does create 
a throughline. ” He has been involved with environmental activism 
for more than a decade, but it was living in New York City during 
Hurricane Sandy that galvanized him to write about these newer 
subjects. 

I spoke with Dawson about his latest book, “Extreme Cities: The 


Peril and Promise of Urban Life in the Age of Climate Change, ” 
which has just been released by Verso Books. 

Rick: Cities and their unsustainability are a common trope 
within the radical environmental milieu, but can you please 
begin by describing some of the basic ways that modern cit¬ 
ies drive environmental crises? 

Ashley: Cities are responsible for somewhere between two- 
thirds and 80 percent of carbon emissions. And this is an issue 
because the way emissions are ranked usually has to do with 
national contributions. Sometimes per capita individual con¬ 
tributions can be a way of challenging some of the skewing 
that happens if you say something like “China is now emitting 
more than the US.” But, of course, there are far more people 
in China tha$ the total population of the United States. Per 
capita, Americans’ emissions are still much, much higher—the 
highest in the world. 

What those kind of national dynamics ignore are the specific 
places where people live in particular countries. Most people 







on the planet now live in cities. This is both in traditionally 
wealthy countries and, recently, in Global South countries, too, 
which have had these huge waves of urbanization over the last 
40 years. That’s also where most of the urbanization over the 
next century is predicted to take place. Cities are by far the 
most responsible for emissions because of the heating and cool¬ 
ing of buildings within them, urban transportation, and their 
many other features. 

Because of the highly-elaborate infrastructure in cities, peo¬ 
ple living in them are highly vulnerable in a way that people 
living in the countryside don’t tend to be. They are both kind of 
the driving force for climate change but also among the places 
where people are most vulnerable, which is why I make this 
kind of counter-intuitive claim that climate change is really an 
urban phenomenon above all. 

R: And one could probably also see that with the effects of 
heat islands and similar phenomena? 

A: Yeah, exactly. Everybody thinks about things like sea level 
change and rising tides, or of stuff like the hurricanes that just 
hit Puerto Rico, Houston, and Florida. But, for example, the 
heat island effect [where urban areas are significantly warmer 
than surrounding rural areas due to human activity], which I 
write about, is actually much more disastrous for larger num¬ 
bers of people. It just tends to be more invisible. 

R: The book has a line: “There’s no city fix without fixing 
overproduction.” We know that capitalism is going to keep 
attempting to grow. Is that something reformable with 
modern city models or it going to have to be completely 
redone? 

A: Well, there are a lot of efforts, and I go through many of 
them in my book, to climate-proof cities as they exist. Those 
efforts are important and worth acknowledging and supporting 
in various ways. I look at the Rebuild By Design competition 
and more forward-thinking landscape or architectural propos¬ 
als that are being put on the table at the moment. There are 
also examples in places like Holland, where you’ve got a very 
strong state which is interested in protecting people through¬ 
out the country, using these massive efforts of engineering, as 
well as some of the more integrated, living-with-water types of 
features. 

But, as you say, I want to suggest that capitalism as a world 
system is militating against all of those efforts. As long as we 
have this frenetic, galloping, planetary urbanization happen¬ 
ing—and with it the increasing carbon emissions—it’s just go¬ 
ing to be a fight against an increasingly deteriorating situation. 
So the real kind of larger message in my book is that we need a 
different kind of economic system that’s not based on constant¬ 
ly accelerating economic growth and accumulation. 

R: The book also describes ways that certain projects, such 
as erecting sea walls, might cause citizens to feel pretty se¬ 
cure, yet aren’t really going to stop the seas if they continue 


rising. And how even our smarter restoration and rewild¬ 
ing projects, like the building of oyster beds, are not fixing 
other problems like ocean acidification. How do we move 
beyond all of this? 

A: The main approach to date has been kind of the highly na¬ 
tionalized engineering approach of sticking barriers between 
cities and their natural environments. There’s a type of under¬ 
lying philosophical outlook that drives that, which is based on 
this binary between human civilization and the natural world. 
As we’ve seen in Houston, for example, that idea has just led to 
a complete discounting of the wetlands—mowing them down 
in the interest of making more money for real estate develop¬ 
ment. I’m suggesting that we need to challenge that type of 
ideological orientation. And we must also fight those blind de¬ 
velopment patterns if we are really interested in making cities 
more sustainable. 

The kind of idea of rewilding is an attempt to try to find 
ways to use natural systems like oysters to help protect cities. 
The specific example you were referring to is from Kate Orff 
of SCAPE [design firm] who has the model of building oyster 
reefs off the southwest coast of Staten Island, which can help 
to diminish storm surges that might come in the borough’s di¬ 
rection. The beds would also develop as the seas rise because 
they’re organic and they naturally grow to a certain level. That 
would also provide some sustenance for local people, clean the 
water, and could even provide some industry for locals interest¬ 
ed in growing and harvesting the oysters. It’s a really interesting 
idea and, I think, a good model to pursue. 

But some cities are facing such catastrophic situations that 
those kinds of models are not really going to suffice. New 
Orleans is an example that I describe in the book. Because of 
the natural processes of subsidence resulting from the Army 
Corps of Engineers putting up levees on the Mississippi, huge 
amounts of the protective wetlands south of New Orleans are 
disappearing. Infamously, a football field’s worth disappears 
into the Gulf of New Mexico every hour. Making all of that 
worse is the fact that oil and gas companies have been drilling 
canals through these same areas for the last fifty or sixty years. 
The end result is that New Orleans is just really exposed to 
storms coming in off the Gulf of Mexico—building an oyster 
bed or two is not going to be enough to ultimately save the city. 

These kinds of solutions are certainly worth thinking about ' 
and supporting—where they can work—but in some cities, the 
situation is just too far gone and we need to really start think¬ 
ing about retreat. And specifically the type of just retreat that 
doesn’t leave vulnerable communities in harm’s way. 

R: Can you talk a little bit about the imperative to have a 
justice-based transition and retreat? Does it seem like our 
culture views retreat as giving up, as failure? 

A: I think it’s important to think about the cultural angle. My 
work has always really had a cultural studies orientation, which 
I try to maintain in this book. I want to think about the way 
in which so much of our orientation towards the natural world 
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has the militaristic overtones of a highly imperial culture, a set¬ 
tler-colonial culture that has been filled with racism and has 
built upon forms of systematic racism. Those kinds of attitudes 
suffuse and bleed into our relationship with the natural world. 

I write about the plan called Build It Back from after Hurri¬ 
cane Sandy where some communities in Staten Island wanted 
to move away from the shoreline and have the state aid in do¬ 
ing that. But only a few of them managed to get government 
support for it. The whole idea of the program—and what you 
hear in the rhetoric of mayors like Michael Bloomberg—is 
that, “Were not going to retreat from the sea. We don’t do that. 
We’re a strong culture and we will just build it back.” 

That kind of attitude is really systemic; for example, it un¬ 
dergirds the National Flood Insurance Program. This basically 
supports people building their houses over and over and over 
again after they get destroyed by hurricanes and other floods. 
The program actually benefits extremely wealthy people. It re¬ 
peatedly lets them rebuild their vacation houses on the beach. 
When, in fact, we should be moving communities, particularly 
economically-vulnerable communities, away from low-lying 
areas in places like southern Florida with state support, not just 
leaving these people to individually sink or swim on their own. 

I think it’s really important to emphasize this kind of combi¬ 
nation of economic and environmental justice when we think 
about retreat and to start planning for it in the short-term in 
places like Florida and New Orleans. But also more globally: In 
the coming generation or two, I think, entire cities are going to 


become unsustainable and we’re going to be facing—most pro¬ 
jections say—hundreds of millions of climate migrants. Right 
now we’ve got a right-wing that is insisting on very neo-fas¬ 
cist attitudes toward migrants, who are driven by a variety of 
factors that climate stresses exacerbate overall. It makes these 
problems hard to grapple with. Increasingly, the people in 
tropical, post-colonial, and Global South countries are facing 
displacement of different kinds. Most of them stay within their 
own countries, often moving place to place, and sometimes to 
the cities. Some of them also come to the Global North. I think 
the issue of how we react to those people has to be confront¬ 
ed—and we have to do it with the idea of reparations for our 
history of climate emissions. 

R: Can you describe the ways gentrification and luxury 
development provide a sink for excess capital? “Urban 
greenwashing” is the book’s term. 

A: Capital over the last few decades has become—in the Glob¬ 
al North—increasingly financialized; of course, the US is the 
center of all of that. Part of that process has involved using real 
estate as a sink for over-accumulated capital. This is something 
that geographers like David Harvey, Neil Smith, and others 
have been arguing for decades. There’s a kind of runaway devel¬ 
opment of luxury condominiums. 

What I try to do in the book is to talk specifically about how 
that has played out in places like Miami and New York City. 


Many living in Puerto Rico were left with no food, water, or transportation after Hurricane Maria devestated the island in September 2017. 










Occupy Sandy was a network of activists engaged in mutual aid to provide.relief to those 
affected by Hurricane Sandy in New York and across the East Coast. Photo by 0ccupy617 
via Flickr, flickr.com/photos/90209029@)N07/82773^578^. 


Its been this incredibly short-sighted pro¬ 
cess of developing along threatened por¬ 
tions of the coastline in these cities. You 
get the luxury condos with supposed stuff 
set aside for affordable housing. Usually 
it is only a tiny portion of the building 
thats got affordable housing in it—and as 
it is actually pegged to the median income 
of the city as a whole, it is not really af¬ 
fordable housing for anyone. We’ve got a 
huge housing crisis on our hands; mean¬ 
while, we’re building all this excess hous¬ 
ing, much of which is empty since all of 
this investment housing is in these places 
that are incredibly vulnerable to climate 
change, both the somewhat slower ef¬ 
fects like sea level rise and, you know, the 
big storms that are made worse by those 
slower forms of climate change. It’s a re¬ 
ally contradictory and unsustainable set 
of policies. And it’s unfolding in cities all 
around the globe. 

R: The book describes Miami’s development and warned 
about the threats posed by industrial facilities near the Gulf 
of Mexico. Both of those places were hit by storms right as 
the book was being released. And Puerto Rico is filled with 
people who are practically being abandoned. Can you talk a 
little bit about the current storms? What is happening here? 

A: I think Puerto Rico is the most extreme example so that’s 
probably the best to talk about. 

Puerto Rico has essentially become a victim of precisely the 
processes of financialization that I was describing previously. 
There were tax breaks given to speculative investors, like hedge 
funds, who invested in the bonds offered by the Puerto Rican 
government, and the government got deeper and deeper into 
debt. We know the history of neoliberal globalization; this is 
not just something that happened in Puerto Rico, it has been 
systematic throughout the Global South. Mexico’s default or 
near default in the mid-1980s was the first instance of this. 
You had capital being recycled. It was accumulating in banks in 
financial centers like New York. People who had oil in the Mid¬ 
dle East and whatnot were investing in those banks, which were 
lending to Global South countries who just got pushed deeper 
and deeper into debt. When interest rates went up, suddenly 
they were all in default, just like Puerto Rico is now. 

The response was to impose a whole series of structural ad¬ 
justment policies that involved cutting back on basically all of 
the elements of social reproduction that people had fought for 
as part of their anti-colonial revolutions: healthcare, education, 
and more stripped away from them. Also cut away were any 
sort of protective tariff barriers that helped the majority of the 
population, usually farmers. So you get people moving to cities 
because they can’t survive as farmers on the land anymore. They 
are left in these highly vulnerable positions. 


That’s what happened to Puerto Rico. It has to import about 
80 percent of its food. It can’t generate its own power because 
the national power authority went highly into debt and got its 
capacity to withstand storms like Hurricane Maria gradually 
eroded. It has not been able to put in place any logical plan 
for transition to renewable energy, which is what an island in 
the tropics should really have. Other countries that are more 
self-sufficient, like India, have been trying to implement things 
like this. 

The privatization plans for the Puerto Rican power authority, 
which come as part of this package with debt, involve shifting 
from oil-based generation—which of course is highly destruc¬ 
tive environmentally, just in terms of emissions—to generating 
energy from liquid natural gas. ISo it’s no accident that the pri¬ 
vatization authorities are appointed by the US Congress and 
that many of them are connected to the US’s fossil-capitalist 
industry. They’re shifting the island over to dependence on yet 
another form of fossil fuel instead of on renewable energy. This 
dynamic of vulnerability that we see playing out in such tragic 
ways here in Puerto Rico has a long history, and is now also 
being played out in the future as part of rebuilding the island in 
a way that’s going to make it increasingly vulnerable. 

R: When there is a disaster, what are the potentials of cit¬ 
izens responding with mutual aid, or what the book calls 
“disaster communism?” “Extreme Cities” notes how this 
somewhat reforms the system, doing the work that the of¬ 
ficials were not really helping with. What are the pros and 
cons here? 

A: That section was based on interviews with people involved 
in Occupy Sandy and some of the city’s environmental justice 
organizations like WE ACT. What I wanted to do, in addition 
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to telling their stories, was to think about the enthusiasm that 
a lot of the left has now for horizontalism and mutual aid, and 
to really try and engage with that. I wanted to find out what 
the strengths of those kinds of organizing strategies are, but also 
note their limits and problems. 

What I found was that Occupy Sandy was incredibly good 
at getting people to help one another and themselves after the 
storm hit—far more effective than established organizations 
like the Red Cross or FEMA. Those organizations have these 
top-down, hierarchical, command-and-control structures. But 
Occupy Sandy let people organize themselves and their com¬ 
munity by connecting with one another very quickly. They were 
using social media in very forward-thinking ways that really 
helped to mobilize people and get supplies delivered in record 
time. So all of that was really amazing. There are so many in¬ 
spiring stories of what people did in places like the Rockaways 
for populations who had been largely abandoned by the state. 

But what I learned was that, as time went on and the disas¬ 
ter shifted from aid to recovery, it became harder and harder 
for those horizontal processes to influence established city and 
state authorities. They were marginalized by existing power 
structures. When they managed to remain part of the rebuild¬ 
ing processes, it was when they could really link up with estab¬ 
lished groups, like environmental justice organizations. They 
could put effective pressure on local authorities. 

People need to mobilize around the state and not take it for 
granted. We cant just imagine that if we ignore the state it is 
going to go away. We need social movements that are able to 
use these horizontal processes, but also to find effective ways of 
pushing the state to be responsive. Not just rebuilding after a 
disaster to the unequal way it was prior, but to really push for 
transformative and restorative justice in cities that are increas¬ 
ingly unequal—and by extension polarized economically and 
socially. 

R: Is there a practical need for utopian thinking when deal¬ 
ing with all of this? 

A: Utopian thinking, it seems to me, is really important. Not in 
the sense of completely impractical schemes but in the sense of 
needing to acknowledge that what we face is potentially plan¬ 
etary ecocide. 

This also goes back to what I was saying earlier about when 
we were talking about the need to be talking about retreat. 
What will our global civilization look like in the next few 
decades when we still have relatively significant economic re¬ 
sources in place? Will we keep somewhat slowly going down 
the current road or will we really try to reconfigure our eco¬ 
nomic and social systems? Especially ones based on feckless, 
unhinged growth in extremely dangerous places and in ways 
that render the most vulnerable increasingly in harms way. 

We need to really be asking these big, big questions about 
how we can remake civilization and make it more sustainable. 
I think the ideas of cities that are more egalitarian and more 
sustainable have to be part of that. They are some of the least 
sustainable places on the planet. But that doesn’t need to be 


the case. We can look back to previous radical examples. Mike 
Davis has a wonderful essay published in New Left Review 
that talked about some instances like Red Vienna in the 1920s 
where there were these experiments in collective living, quite 
concentrated in the buildings, as an example. There are plenty 
of people, like some of the landscape architects that I was refer¬ 
ring to earlier, who are also thinking about the future and how 
we have to make more sustainable cities. 

But of course we have to think about capitalism and how we 
can’t just tinker at the edges of the system, but really have to 
push for a complete transformation of everything. 

My previous book was about extinction. We’ve wiped out, 
some estimates say, about 50 percent of wildlife on the planet 
in the last 40 years. And so the civilizational crisis of extreme 
cities that I talk about in this new book is part of a much 
bigger picture where the capitalist system and the elites who 
control it are pushing the planet towards oblivion; at least in 
any kind of meaningful sense of existence that human civili¬ 
zation would recognize. And so we need to acknowledge the 
gravity of the crisis and really start thinking big about how 
we’re going to react.^ 

Rick Carp is a magazine researcher and fact-checker. He lives in 
New Jersey. 
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Black Seed Issue 5 

Black Seed; 2017 

Review by Twig 

After a two-year 
hiatus, Black Seed , a 
green anarchist journal, 
has slung out another 
issue for greenies to 
dwell on. I haven’t 
seen an issue in several 
years and haven’t 
followed the project, 
so it was nice to see a 
reemergence and read 
it through a fresh set of 
eyes. Following up on 
conversations and articles from past issues provides a nice 
sense of continuity and intention to the project, and serves 
to reassure anyone following that it hasn’t been abandoned. 
While calling for new approaches to green anarchist 
discourse, this issue engages with topics that demand just 
that: a new discourse. Sandwiched between beautiful pieces 
dealing with Indigenous peoples battling colonization, 
civ-induced isolation, aesthetics as rebellion, eco-eroticism, 
and gift culture (NOT economies), lies the dirt— 

Black Seed contributors addressing eco-extremism/ists, 
specifically Individualists Tending towards the Wild (ITS). 
While it didn’t take up much of the issue, the topic was 
certainly addressed, much to the anticipation of anyone 
who has been following the fallout about eco-extremism/ 
ists in anarchist circles. One piece tore down the eco- 
extremist extinctionism philosophy for its absurdities, 
while a second piece refuted condemnations of ITS and 
eco-extremists, calling for a need to have uncomfortable 
conversations in rejection of moral absolutes. Above 
all, this thoughtful publication provokes, well, thought, 
and reminds me just a little why I started to chase green 
anarchy as a practice. Pick up a copy with open mind and 
heart, and prepare to get introspective. You can purchase a 
copy of Black Seed at littleblackcart.com. 



Upping the Anti: 

A Journal of Theory and 
Action: Issue 19 

UTA' Publications; 2017 

Review by Onion 

Unlike many publications 
that use the title "journal," but 
are clearly magazines, Upping the 
Anti is what I imagine when I 
picture a journal. The 179-page 
periodical comes in book form 
and is as dense as the heart of a 
black hole: The editorial itself is 

ten pages, not including footnotes; and a 10-page essay called 
"Dalit Liberation" has 82 footnotes. It's no wonder, then, that 
ten of their fourteen contributors are academics. Each article 
takes work to read, but don't let that intimidate you, because 
reading Upping the Anti from cover to cover is well worth the 
effort. However, if you don't have the time or the energy to 
do this, there are a few articles that stood out from the rest. 

The first was "Spectrum: Austists and Activism," an inter¬ 
view with activist Joe Biel. Biel has been kicked out of groups 
and, because of the way he's previously treated people in his 
life, his publication company is being boycotted. The inter¬ 
viewer could have either ignored these facts or painted Biel as a 
predator; instead they chose to talk seriously about the accusa¬ 
tions and the role of autism in Biel's decisions. I was left unsure 
of how to feel towards Biel, but with a lot more information on 
how autism affects the lives of those who have it. 

The second essay that blew me away was "Fighting Form," 
which is a unique look at the Kurdistan Workers' Party (or 
PKK, an armed organization in conflict with the Turkish 
state) in Kurdistan. The PKK has been discussed in a number 
of anarchist publications, but the knowledge and historical 
understanding put forth by Daniel Gutierrez, Antje Dieterich, 
and Victor Hertzfeld is unmatched in anything that I have 
read. It's not a short or easy article, but you'll finish it with 
knowing more about the rad folks of the PKK than when you 
started it. 

Finally, I loved "Care as Colonialism" for the questions 
it asked. It was written by a Canadian doctor who works for 
a program that provides so-called healthcare on reservations 
throughout the country. The writer knows they are helping 
people in need, but struggles with the fact that they're doing 
so for a program whose main goal is to further colonization. 


UPPING THE ANTI 
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The only solution they see is to "...reflect on what my daily 
work done with the best intentions of care means." 

While I absolutely recommend acquiring a copy of this 
publication as soon as you can, I'm not sure how I feel about 
encouraging people to subscribe. Although it would be great 
to receive each issue in your mailbox as it comes out, a line in 
the publication info makes me wary: "Our list of subscribers 
is occasionally used by other organizations to do one-time 
mailings of information our readers might be interested in." If 
you still want to subscribe, you can email them and ask them 
not to share your info. 

Unabomber: 

The Secret Life of Ted 
Kaczynski; His 25 Years in 
Montana 

By Chris Waits and Dave 
Shors 

201 Z L Farcounty Press 

review by Anonymous 

Chris Waits was Ted Kaczyns- 
ki's neighbor in the small 
Montana town of Lincoln where 
Ted and his brother David bought a 1.4 acre piece of land in 
1971. In this book, Waits chronicles his twenty-five-year ('71- 
’96) relationship with and observations of Ted Kaczynski. 

Waits describes himself as Kaczynski's only friend, the 
two having bonded during Ted's second year in Lincoln when 
Chris started picking Ted up along mountain roads and giving 
him a ride into town on a regular basis. 

Kaczynski's mountain lifestyle—no power, no plumb¬ 
ing, unusually constructed cabin, successful garden, year- 
round hunting, dirty clothes, and constant backpack full of 
books—are all detailed by Waits. Ted's comings and goings, 
wide-ranging hiking in the region, stamina in the forest under 
all conditions, and longer absences from the area, also didn't 
go unnoticed. Chris had given Ted open access to his wide 
expanse of land, McCellan Gulch, with its many summits and 
valleys. 

Besides this sort of help, Waits speculated that because 
of the free range he had given Kaczynski and all the stores of 
supplies on his land from his many vocations, mining equip¬ 
ment, chemicals, dynamite, electrical supplies, wiring, circuits, 
switches, plumbing, piping, were all taken surreptitiously by 
Ted “even ... easy access to arc and acetylene welders, drill 
presses, files, grinders, and every other tool.” Because of this, 
Chris wonders if he unwittingly enabled Ted to carry on his 
eighteen-year campaign. 

The book contains photocopies of bomb sketches, Kaczynski's 
transcribed journal entries (including reflections on nature and 
“How to hit an Exxon exec”), and a discussion of the evolution of 
Unabomber devices—from match heads, to bullet shell powder, to 
a custom amalgamation of metals for higher grade explosives. 



Waits relayed the lengths Ted had gone to deceive the 
FBI—pulling out a single strand of the 14-strand wrap that 
makes common wiring, making homemade solder, soak¬ 
ing stamps, planting a hair found in a Missoula bathroom, 
reading an FBI manual on finger printing, and constructing 
homemade detonating caps, flash powder, and thermite. 

After Kaczynski's arrest, Waits scoured his own land. He 
found campsites, caves, trail blazes, and cryptic symbols. He 
dug up caches of food and ammo and located Ted's “Secret 
Cabin,” divulged in his journals and much sought after by the 
FBI. 

In the end, Waits mildly spells out his moral judgement 
of Kaczynski and admits that he felt betrayed. Overall, in my 
opinion, the book is an interesting read, in everyday language. 
You can probably find it in your local library or via Inter 
Library Loan. 


movies 


Black Snake Killaz: 

A vNODAPL Story 

Unicorn Riot; 2017 

Review by Twig 

For anyone who 
has followed the rise of 
Unicorn Riot (UR) over the past two years, the release of 
their feature-length documentary, "Black Snake Killaz: A 
#NoDAPL Story" is exciting. Following UR’s standard of 
detailed, in-depth coverage, the film amounts to a blow-by- 
blow timeline of the encampments at Standing Rock from the 
very beginning. When I started the film, I was prepared for a 
heartbreaking two hours, tearing up in the first 10 minutes. 
Knowing how the story ends, though, certainly doesn’t spoil 
this film. It contained less of a narrative than I was expect¬ 
ing, instead delivering facts and accounts of encounters in a 
series, relying less on story than raw material. A subtle theme 
becomes clear as the documentary repeatedly addresses the di¬ 
visions within the camp fostered by the state, private security 
firms, and collaborators. UR's stance against snitches and the 
tactics snitches used at Standing Rock came through clearly, 
again less with a narrative hammering it in and more with a 
series of factual presentations. This film is an example of what 
movement media should strive for: accuracy, research, and 
showing the fuck up to cover movements. Without the on- 
the-ground presence of Unicorn Riot media creators for the 
duration of the battles at Standing Rock, this film wouldn’t 
have been possible. If you want an inflammatory propaganda 
film, look elsewhere, but if you want a well-done account of 
a historic fight to remind you and others that this shit is still 
going on, you’ve found it. Check out the film for yourself at 
vimeo. com/ 243051889 


















Awake 

Josh Fox, Jame 
Spi'one, and Myron 
Dewey; 2017 

Review by Onion 

Standing Rock 
was one of the big¬ 
gest—if not the biggest—protest encampments in the US in 
a generation, so naturally in the almost year that has passed 
since its destruction many documentaries have been made. 
"Awake: A Dream from Standing Rock" is one attempt to tell 
the stories that occurred in the battle against Energy Transfer 
Partners (ETP) and the Dakota Access Pipeline. 

The film begins with the narrator—a resident of the 
Standing Rock reservation—reading a poem that instantly 
drew me in and set the sad yet hopeful tone for what would 
follow. As the film progressed, it felt like I was on a roller 
coaster—when I wasn't crying out of helplessness from watch¬ 
ing police and private security get away with torture and other 
horrible crimes, I was weeping tears of pride while watching 
scenes from a brief moment in time that affected so many 
lives. The fact that just about every scene featured mostly 
native faces and all the interviews were with Indigenous folks 
gave the film more credibility. 

I was brought back in time by the in-depth coverage of a 
few big events—such as the battle on so-called Thanksgiving 
and the incident in which the police sprayed a water canon at 
unarmed protesters in below.-freezing temperatures—and the 
amount of people who dropped everything they were doing to 
head to North Dakota. It's very easy for activists to go from 
one huge battle to the next without stopping to take a breath 
and reflect, and watching these ninety minutes reminded me 
that the loss still hurts. 

Although I would definitely recommend this film to any¬ 
one who was at Standing Rock or who wants to find out more 
information about what went down there, there were a few 
things that bothered me. The focus on the nonviolent, "peace¬ 
ful" aspect was one. A single scene of cop love is enough to 
drive me to the brink of nausea; "Awake" has too many to. 
count—from a women bringing robocops candy every day, 
to local police being invited to take part in ceremonies, to 
the narrative that ETP was doing wrong and the police were 
just stuck in the middle doing their jobs. Other films about 
Standing Rock that I've seen at least discuss the fact that there 
were multiple trains of thought in the camp; this film seems 
to have forgotten that part. I was also slightly perturbed by a 
scene that showed the license plates of cars waiting in line to 
pull in to the camp and have no idea how that made it past 
the editing stage. 

One scene makes it all worth watching, though. On the 
night of the water-cannons, a few folks built a fire less than a 
hundred yards from the police line in order to warm up folks 
who were facing hypothermia. The police immediately aimed 
their water at the fire, but not in time—four or five brave 
folks appeared with a tarp and got drenched trying to protect 


the warm flames. After a few minutes, the police gave up and 
the fire remained. It's the little victories like this that keep the 
movement going, and "Awake" did a great job of showing that. 

Don't Frack With Denton 

Garrett Graham; 2017 

Review by Rabbit 

"Don't Frack with Denton" is 
a 57-minute documentary about 
the grassroots efforts to stop * 
fracking in the town of Denton, 

Texas. It follows individuals with 
different political leanings and 
reasons for joining the fight—in¬ 
cluding liberal environmentalists, 
left-leaning college professors, anc 
radical, anti-state activists. While 
some were primarily concerned with pollution and harm to 
human health and others were focused on the destruction of 
the natural world, these individuals were joined together by 
their dedication to push fracking out of their city. It is a story 
of people putting aside their differences and their personal 
agendas in order to empower a community to action. 

Northern Texas is the birthplace of fracking and is not an 
easy place to campaign against energy extraction. On top of 
this, the group of activists struggled from the start to agree on 
an approach to ending fracking. Some people thought that 
fighting for a total ban on fracking in the city was going too 
far and would push potential allies away, while others thought 
that calling a vote for a ban didn't go far enough. Despite 
their differences, the group was able to combine ideas of com¬ 
munity, democracy, direct action, and anarchist organizing to 
successfully rally the community. 

Through months of work, this grassroots group success¬ 
fully got fracking banned in thg city of Denton. However, 
shortly after this victory the state of Texas banned fracking 
bans—making the ban on fracking null and void in the city 
of Denton. The film not only captures the triumph and defeat 
of these moments, but shows us the lives and perspectives of 
individual community members as they learn and grow and 
as their personal feelings about direct action and democracy 
change. And we get to see them stand up and take action 
against fracking, despite the ban being lifted. 

This film is heartwarming, inspiring, humbling, and infu¬ 
riating at the same time. It offers a window into two things we 
don't often get to see as spectators to a campaign: the exhila¬ 
ration that comes with hard-earned victory and the deflation 
that comes with unjust defeat. Both times I watched "Don't 
Frack with Denton" I found myself crying, from despair and 
from hope, and both times it made me truly feel that small 
groups of people can and do make a difference. I cannot give 
a heartier recommendation than that.^ 


Don't 


Frar.K 
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WARNING: The tactics found in this manual have been found 
by the State to be disruptive to the status quo, damaging to 
the earth-brutalizing capitalist machine, and liable to make 
you extremely awesome. 








News from the Eco-Wars 

Actions in defense of the Earth: Late June through September 2017 


JUNE 23 UKRAINE: FISH FARM EXCAVATORS TORCHED 

Anonymous anarchists set fire to two excavators and mechan¬ 
ically damaged another while guards quietly sat in their cabins 
with the lights on. The fish farm construction is destroying the 
Belichansky Forest in Kiev, which had already been heavily 
damaged by roadwork. A video of the action was posted online. 
The translated claim of responsibility ended with: “Fight with 
the destroyers and invaders of nature! Rivers, lakes and forests 
should be accessible to everyone!” 

JUNE 23 UK: PROTEST CAMP SET UP AGAINST 
DEVELOPMENT 

Three people moved into an area called George Street Woods 
to stop development of the space. The activists, part of a group 
called Friends of George Street Woods, say the land should be 
an amenity for Glossop people to enjoy. 

JUNE 29-30 FRANCE: ENERGY COMPANY TRUCKS 
AND OFFICE TORCHED (pictured] 

The twelve trucks and the office belonged to Enedis, formerly 
ERDF, who controls the electric grid for much of France. Re¬ 
ferring to this grid, the anonymous claim of responsibility said, 
“It is this network, this mesh of cables, that plug[s] human 
beings into dams, wind turbines, photovoltaics and nuclear 
power plants.” 

JUNE 30 HONDURAS: TWO MEMBERS OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP ATTACKED 

The two members of COPINH were attacked in their vehicle 
by four men wielding machetes and throwing rocks. The tar¬ 
gets escaped unharmed. This is the most recent in a long string 
of attacks and killings of COPINH members by anti-environ¬ 
ment and anti-indigenous groups. 

JUNE 30 CHILE: TWENTY MOLOTOVS THROWN AT 

AGRICULTURE AND AERONAUTICS OFFICES 

The attackers sought to combat the speciesist actions of these 
organizations, to respond to the recent murder of Patricio 
Gonzales and Luis Marileo—Mapuche warriors who died 
fighting for the environment—and to encourage others to rely 
on direct action, solidarity, and affinity—not democracy—to 
protect the Earth from capitalism. 

JUNE 30 ITALY: MINK FARM VEHICLE BURNED 

The van was completely destroyed. This is at least the fifth 
incident at the mink farm in Rio San Martino in the past 


three years, including a liberation of thousands of mink in 
February 2016. 

THROUGHOUT JULY CZECH REPUBLIC: HENS 

RESCUED FROM FACTORY FARM 

Activists broke into a factory farm and rescued eight chicks. 
After hearing of a home willing to take in another chick, an 
activist broke back into the farm and liberated one more. 

JULY 2 CANADA: PROTEST CAMP BUILT ON PROPOSED 
MINING SITE 

Members of Maliseet First Nations established the camp in 
New Brunswick at the proposed site of the Sisson tungsten 
mine, setting up infrastructure for a long occupation. In June 
the mine was given environmental approval from Ottawa, de¬ 
spite the disastrous environmental impact of open-pit mining 
projects. 

JULY 3 UK: THIRTEEN PEOPLE LOCK DOWN AT 
FRACKING SITE 

Protesters in Lancashire blockaded the entrance to the Cuadril- 
la fracking site to prevent vehicles from entering. The protest 
was part of a month of action organized by Reclaim the Power 
to resist fracking in Lancashire. 

J U LY 5 AUSTRALIA: COAL PROTESTERS SHUT DOWN 
BANK BRANCHED 

Over 300 people participated in shutting down seven Com- 
mbank branches across Newcastle due to the company's refusal 
to rule out funding the Adani coal mine—the largest coal mine 
proposal in Australia's history. 

JULY 6 UK: HUNTING EQUIPMENT DESTROYED 

In a coordinated action between multiple groups throughout 
the country, a number of snap traps, snares, mink traps, game 
feeders, shooting hides, and shooting towers were destroyed. 

JULY 6 GERMANY: COAL MINE CABLES TORCHED 

Anonymous folks in the Rhine set fire to signal cables for a coal 
line belonging to RWE—the coal extraction company destroy¬ 
ing the Hambach Forest. The claim of responsibility said, “We 
see our action as part of the struggle for a world more respectful 
of life and against all this shit.” 
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JULY 6-7 ITALY: ALF RAIDS HUNTING CENTER 

The hunting center in Bovisio-Masciago is operated by the lo¬ 
cal section of the Italian Hunting Federation. Tables, chairs, 
and doors were broken, banners torn, and 70 quail were re¬ 
leased from crates. The message, “Raised to die, liberated to 
live” was left behind in spray paint. 

JULY 7 GERMANY: HAMBACHBAHN BLOCKADED 

Forest defenders used a tripod to block the rail line connecting 
RWE's open-pit lignite coal mine to the larger railway that sup¬ 
plies local power plants. The action was taken in solidarity with 
those resisting the G20 summit. Their statement ended with, 
“Smash G20! Smash Capitalism! Save The Earth!” 

EARLY JULY SPAIN: BULLFIGHTING WEBSITE HACKED 

Activists hacked into bullfightticketsmadrid.com and cop¬ 
ied the full name, phone number, and email address of every 
bullfight-supporting customer dating back to 2007—42,000 
in total. They publicly released the information on those who 
bought tickets to bullfights from 2015-17 and encouraged an¬ 
imal activists to “give serious consideration to making contact 
with some of them and communicating in whatever way seems 
best to you.” 

JULY 9 NEW CALEND0NIA: ARSON AT NICKEL MINE 

A fire at the SLN-owned mine destroyed part of a conveyor 
belt used to transport nickel ore. The fire is believed to have 
been started by arsonists. On* January 28, 2016, anonymous 
individuals set fire to the same conveyor belt, costing an esti¬ 
mated $20 million to repair and a loss of over 10,000 tonnes 
of production. 

JULY 10 UK: MINK HUNT THWARTED 

Saboteurs monitored and then approached the illegal mink 
hunt in Derbyshire, causing the hunters to abandon their activ¬ 
ity in record time. The hunters were monitored and appeared 
to not trek back out again after their retreat. 

JULY 11 UK: LOCKDOWN AT CUADRILLA FRACKING SITE 

Three were arrested after locking their arms together in lock- 
boxes and lying across a road at the company's fracking site in 
Lancashire. The site was shut down for three hours before the 
activists were removed. 

JULY 11 MEXICO: MACHINERY BURNED TO STOP WIND 
FARM 

The community of San Dionisio del Mar, Oaxaca, burned 
heavy machinery being used to dredge a local beach and lagoon 
to make way for the construction of a wind farm. The dredg¬ 
ing would affect native species and local fishing, and the resi¬ 
dents—who were not consulted about the construction—say 
they will not permit “one more extractivist project” in the area. 


JULY 13 PERU: INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY EVICTS 
ILLEGAL MINERS 

About 200 members of the Autonomous Territorial Govern¬ 
ment of the Wampis Nation asked the miners of an illegal min¬ 
ing project to leave the area, then confiscated and destroyed 
the only dredging machine. The group was later attacked by 
people from the community ofYutupis—some of whom profit 
from the illegal mining. Four Wampis men were injured in the 
attack. 

JULY 16 BRAZIL: AMAZON DAM OCCUPIED 

Two hundred representatives of the Indigenous Munduruku 
nation occupied the main work camp of the Sao Manoel hy¬ 
droelectric dam on the Teles Pires River, paralyzing the project. 
Led by Munduruku women warriors, the occupiers present¬ 
ed a series of demands to dam developers and Brazilian gov¬ 
ernment authorities, including the right to consultation, land 
titling, and respect for their cultural and spiritual sites. They 
also demanded that developers repair the grave environmental 
destruction inflicted by dams on the Teles Pires. 

JULY 16-17 TENS OF THOUSANDS OF MINK 
LIBERATED IN MINNESOTA 

Between 30,000 and-40,000 mink were freed from their cag¬ 
es at Lang Farms in Eden Valley. Fencing surrounding the fur 
farm was dismantled and every cage opened. The farm is locat¬ 
ed next to wetlands and restored prairie. Mink are common in 
Minnesota and can be found in waterways and wetlands across 
the state. A local sheriff estimated damages from the raid at 
more than $750,000. 

JULY 17 VIRGINIA FOREST SERVICE OFFICE OCCUPIED 
IN PIPELINE PROTEST 

Approximately twenty people occupied the lobby of the Forest 
Services Supervisor Office in Roanoke to demand a meeting 
with the supervisor of the George Washington and Jefferson 
National Forests about the dangers of the proposed Mountain 
Valley fracked-gas pipeline. The Forest Service has chosen to 
weaken its existing protections of the forest and allow the proj¬ 
ect to move forward without meeting existing Forest Manage¬ 
ment standards. 

JULY 18 POLAND: TENTH BLOCKADE OF ANCIENT 
FOREST 

Over 20 activists converged on a logging harvester in the Bi- 
alowieza Forest, some locking down with lockboxes and other 
hanging banners. Press was removed, cameras and phones were 
confiscated by Forestry Department guards, and the harvester 
operator was instructed to keep the machine running for hours 
while activists stayed locked down. Eventually work for the day 
was canceled. The Bialowieza Forest is the last remnant of pri¬ 
mordial forest that once stretched across the European Plain 
and is a hotspot for biodiversity, all of which is threatened by 
logging efforts. 










JULY 19 INDIA: 1,500 DAM PROTESTERS DETAINED 

The protesters were arrested in the morning while on their way 
to meet with officials and protest plans to close Narmada dam's 
gates, which would allow the dam to raise waters in its reser¬ 
voir. The higher waters could submerge as many as 192 villages 
and one town, displacing 40,000 families. Protesters continued 
to chant anti-dam slogans as they were detained. A few were ar¬ 
rested, but in the afternoon most were let go following pressure 
from activists and others across India. 

JULY 20 CANADA: DRILLING EQUIPMENT TORCHED 

Heavy machinery of the oil company Squatex was set aflame in 
the middle of the night in Sainte-Jeanne-d’Arc. The company 
had already carried out drilling in the area and the equipment 
was parked on the grounds nearby. The fire is believed to have 
caused several thousand dollars in damage. 

JULY 21 CANADA: PROTESTERS BLOCK BULLDOZERS 
TO PROTECT WETLANDS 

In response to destruction of the Parker wetlands—a 42-acre 
ecosystem in Winnepeg slated for development—a half-dozen 
protesters surrounded a bulldozer on site. The protesters remained 
until nightfall, stopping work for the day. Though community 
members have opposed the project since it's beginning, this 
protest was sparked by the mowing down of a tree that was home 


to a Cooper's hawk's nest containing hatchlings. 

JULY 21 CANADA: ELDERS JAILED AFTER REFUSING TO 
STAY AWAY FROM HYDRO DAM 

Three Inuit elders were incarcerated in St. Johns after refusing 
to promise a judge that they would stay away from the Muskrat 
Falls site in Labrador. Muskrat Falls is a $12 billion hydro dam 
that experts have projected will contaminate fish and other wild 
food that members of Indigenous communities downstream 
rely on. One of the elders—now 79 years old—was arrested 
in 2013 for protesting outside the project's main gate and 
launched a six-day hunger strike in response. 

JULY 24 KINDER MORGAN TERMINAL GATES 

BLOCKADED IN CALIFORNIA [pictured] 

Members of Diablo Rising Tide locked to barrels and lockboxes 
to block the gates of the Kinder Morgan Richmond Terminal, 
demanding that it shut down its Trans Mountain pipeline ex¬ 
pansion project. All four were arrested. 

JULY 24 TWO IOWAN WOMEN CLAIM RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR DAPL SABOTAGE 

Ruby Montoya and Jessica Reznicek admitted to many acts of 
sabotage, including the burning of machinery, that slowed con¬ 
struction of Energy Transfer Partners' Dakota Access Pipeline. 
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The two made the announcement to press in front of the Iowa 
Utilities Board (IUB). During the announcement they took 
out tools and began pulling letters off of an IUB sign and were 
quickly arrested. Their home was later raided by the FBI. They 
are awaiting charges. 

JULY 30 SPAIN: BUTCHER SHOP VANDALIZED 

The ALF attacked the shop in Santiago by gluing the locks and 
spray-painting “ALF” and throwing pamphlets on the side¬ 
walk. 

JULY 31 CHILE: NOISE BOMBS AND PROPAGANDA IN 
DEFENSE OF ARAUCO FOREST 

Cells of the Animal and Earth Liberation Fronts left messages 
on boards in native forests in defense of the Earth and against 
exploitation and hunting; set off a noise bomb in a truck 
belonging to the Arauco Forest Company; and set off noise 
bombs at the entrances to an unnamed building. They said, 
“We position ourselves as defenders of the native forests and 
against those usurpers [translation].” 

JULY 31 CHILE: EARTH LIBERATION FRONT SABOTAGES 
BACKHOE 

The cell used burnt oil to damage the machine in Santiago. 
They also set off a noise bomb and left anti-capitalist propa¬ 
ganda. 

JULY AND AUG CANADA: INDIGENOUS BLOCKADE 
HALTS DEFORESTATION 

The Rooster Town Blockade is trying to prevent a developer 
from clearcutting what remains of a forest in Winnipeg. The 
land, “owned” by a developer with a long history of corruption, 
was home to dozens of Metis families after they were displaced 
from their land. 

LATE JULY/EARLY AUG SWEDEN: FUR STORE 

SABOTAGED MULTIPLE TIMES 

Activists sprayed-painted the windows and glued the locks at a 
fur and leather store. 

AUG 1 LOCKDOWN AT PROPOSED TELESCOPE SITE IN 
HAWAII 

Activists who were arrested at the lockdown were abused by 
police, including one being kneed in .the face and knocked 
unconscious. The purpose of the protest was to stop trucks 
carrying the primary mirror from reaching what would be 
the worlds largest telescope. The telescope is being built on a 
sacred mountain. 

AROUND AUG 5 CHILE: GE EUCALYPTUS AND PINE 
MONOCROPS VISITED BY ELF 

The individuals painted the trees with red spray paint. From the 
communique: “ [N]ot only are companies—such as ‘Forestal Ar¬ 


auco’—filling the land with monocrops of pine and/or eucalyp¬ 
tus, but there are are also individuals who go into the forests to 
make their own plantations of these introduced species, seeking 
their own commercial benefits, regardless of whether that brings 
devastating consequences into the forest ecosystem or not.” 

AUG 6 FRANCE: DEER LIBERATION FRONT ATTACKS 
FRIBOURG AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTE 

Around 100 deer were set free when the DLF cut the grat¬ 
ings at the institute. From the statement: “We attack the Ag¬ 
ricultural Institute of the State of Fribourg, a state structure 
deeply involved in the oppression of human and non-human 
animals and in the destruction of the environment. In addition 
to dealing with various commercial farms (deer, cattle and milk 
marketing, fattening and sale of pigs), this institute also has 
a research function (experimentation in animal production), 
education and training for breeders. Ln addition to being one of 
the main actors in the perpetuation of livestock in Switzerland, 
the Agricultural Institute of the State of Fribourg is clearly part 
of the crushing policy pursued by agrobusiness against small 
peasant farmers who strive to practice autonomous agriculture 
without destroying the land.” 

AUG 8 GUATEMALA: INDIGENOUS CAMPESINOS 
OCCUPY CAPITOL OVER LAND CONFLICTS 

One hundred Q’eqchi Maya families arrived at the historic 
center of Guatemala City to establish a permanent presence in 
an encampment near the Presidential Palace. They announced 
that they would remain there until the administration fulfills 
the agreement between the campesino communities and the 
government. The campers want rights to the land they have 
lived on for decades. 

AUG 8-9 FRANCE: LOCKS GLUED AT SEAFOOD MARKET 

Anonymous activists sealed two locks of the La Maree de Nep¬ 
tune fish shop and tagged “stop the massacre” on the windows. 

AUG 10-11 POLAND: TWO DAYS OF BLOCKADES 
AND ACTIONS IN BIALOWIEZA FOREST 

[pictured, opposite page] 

A group of activists locked down to a harvester and a forward¬ 
er. After the driver moved the machine 100 meters, someone 
put their body in front of it. Logging was stopped for nine 
hours. The next day, 15 people locked themselves together with 
a chain while 30 other folks added an additional layer of block¬ 
ade to stop trucks from carrying the over 130-year-old spruces 
out of the forest. 

AUG 12 UK: OVER 100 HUNT SABOTEURS DISRUPT 
GROUSE HUNT 

The activists stopped the first day of grouse shooting season in York¬ 
shire. Hunters kill and trap the grouses’ natural predators and the 
grouse are drugged in the days leading up to the hunt, which leads 
to an average of over 500,000 birds dying by the end of the season. 
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AUG 13 UK: QUAILS LIBERATED FROM EASTERN EGG 
PRODUCTION FACILITY 

The building was entered at night and two quails were freed. 

AUG 13 CANADA: THUNDERING WATERS FOREST 
OCCUPIED AGAINST DEVELOPMENT 

A group of locals set up camp on the site .of Thundering Waters 
Forest in Niagara Falls in order to protect the 484-acres from 
a mega-development called “Paradise in Niagara.” The Niagara 
River has already lost 90 percent of its wetlands and forests. 

AUG Id GREECE: GLYSTRA HYDROELECTRIC PLANT 
OCCUPIED 

Members of the Autonomous Encounter to Fight the Deviance 
of the Achelous River occupied the plant in Trikala. The oc¬ 
cupants wish to educate locals as to the damage caused by the 
planned building of a dam. 

AUG 15 FRANCE: MOLOTOVS, TEAR GAS, AND WATER 
CANNON AT ANTI-NUKE PROTEST 

Cops used military weapons against the almost 1,000 protest¬ 
ers in Cigeo. The protesters responded by throwing Molotov 
cocktails at the cops. The protest was against the building of an 
industrial nuclear waste storage center in the city. 


AUG 16-17 FRANCE: ENEDIS CARS TORCHED 

Several vehicles were torched to protest the company’s link to 
the building of an industrial nuclear waste storage facility in 
Cigeo. From the communique: “We think that there is no need 
to wait for a large mass in order to attack, also that it is possible 
to do it a few times; the possibilities are different, but no. less 
pleasing. We are pleased with the recent attacks on the relay 
stations, which open up new prospects for direct action.” 

AROUND AUG 17 CANADA: BANNER DROP AGAINST 
JUNEX 

Frojpi the statement: “This action comes in the wake of the 
River Camp being established at the entry to the oil compa¬ 
ny Junex’s Galt 4 drilling site. No to fracking, Junexit from 
Gaspesie, for an end to all fossil fuel development.” 

AROUND AUG 18 CANADA: SABOTAGE OF HEAVY 
EQUIPMENT 

Three machines were sabotaged by removing their air filters, 
contaminating their oil, anti-freeze, and fuel reservoirs, emp¬ 
tying other fluid reservoirs, and disconnecting electrical wires. 
The owners of the machines plan to develop the area into an 
expansion for the Port of Montreal. 
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AROUND AUG 18 POLAND: BLOCKADE FORCES TRUCKS 
TO LEAVE LUMBER IN BIALOWIEZA 
FOREST 

Eight forest defenders used metal'pipes to lock on to two eigh¬ 
teen-wheelers, one loaded with lumber and the other mostly 
empty. Multiple banners were dropped from the machines 
while supporters threw paint, sandwiches, and books onto the 
trucks. The driver, after tearing down some of the banners, 
pulled a knife on those locked down. 

AUG 20 POKANOKETTRIBE OCCUPIES RHODE ISLAND 
LAND 

Over 50 Native Americans and allies occupied the land in Bris¬ 
tol for what they called a “long term encampment.” The land is 
being occupied because it belongs to the Pokanoket Tribe, not 
Brown University. The encampment is named Po Metacom. 

AROUND AUG 22 ENBRIDGE 3 PIPELINE LOCKDOWN IN 
WISCONSIN 

Three people locked to equipment, halting construction for 24 
hours. The Line 3 pipeline would increase Enbridge’s ability to 
ship oil from Canada to the US threefold. 

AUG 23 UK: TREE DEFENDERS BLOCKADE COUNCIL 
DEPOT 

Around 50 protesters—some wearing wigs and gowns—block¬ 
aded the Sheffield city council to try to stop tree-fellers from 
leaving the property. The action came on the heels of a court 
ruling ordering protesters to stop “unlawful direct action.” The 
city plans on killing 6,000 trees in what it calls “highway main¬ 
tenance.” 

AROUND AUG 23 FRANCE: EARTH-DESTROYERS 
SABOTAGED 

The sabotaged machinery belonged to Eiffage, whose projects 
include the Channel Tunnel, the Copenhagen Metro, and a 
high-speed railway line. 

AUG 24 FRANCE: RTE VEHICLE SABOTAGED 

The car was burned in Chorges overnight. RTE is Europe’s 
largest electricity supplier and is currently working on install¬ 
ing very high voltage lines in Haute Durance. The attack was 
done to stop or delay construction. 

AROUND AUG 25 PERU: OIL FACILITIES SEIZED 

Hundreds of members of Los Jardinas Indigenous community 
participated in the seizure of Canadian firm Pacific Exploration 
and Production’s facility in the Amazon region. The Peruvian 
government failed to consult with communities before allow¬ 
ing extraction. The occupation prevented 2,000 barrels per day 
from being produced. Other Indigenous groups in the area 
backed the occupation, warning of a wider uprising unless Peru 
begins consulting with communities. 


AUG 26 CANADA: SALMON FARM OCCUPIED 

The farm is located in Alert Bay, British Columbia, and is se¬ 
verely impacting wild salmon and herring that First Nations 
depend on. The occupation, by First Nations members and 
other environmentalists, occurred after a video of diseased fish 
was released showing some blind, others with swollen gills and 
blisters, and all swimming through pens thick with shit. The 
group says the occupation will last until the operation’s license 
is revoked. 

AUG 26-27 SWEDEN: MINK LIBERATED FROM FUR 
FARM 

Thousands of mink were set free. From the communi¬ 
que: “[W]e will continue to work for the opening of all 
cages, arid the closing of all farms. We will never give 
up... The whole fur industry is driven by capitalist in¬ 
terests and we must all act in solidarity with the minks. 
Working against exploitation, capitalism and incarceration is 
best done through united struggle.” 

AUG 28 CHILE: TWENTY-NINE TIMBER TRUCKS 
TORCHED 

A group of individuals hijacked and burned the trucks. The 
group Weichan Auka Mapu, or “Fight of the Rebel Territory” 
in the local Mapudungun tongue, claimed responsibility. The 
trucks belonged to Sotraser, a subcontractor that mainly serves 
subsidiaries of Chilean forestry companies Empresas CMPC 
and Arauc. The company claims that it lost six million dollars 
in the attack. 

AUG 29 ENBRIDGE LINE 3 SHUT DOWN FOR THIRD TIME 
IN NINE DAYS IN MINNESOTA 

Water protectors swarmed onto heavy equipment, with at least 
one person locking to it, to try to stop the laying of a pipeline. 
Six people were arrested and charged with trespassing. 

AUG 29 INDONESIA: DIRECT ACTION AGAINST NEW 
YOGYAKARTA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

The group—Community Against Eviction—-occupied heavy 
machinery that had been brought to the location the day be¬ 
fore. The airport will displace people from their land and dam¬ 
age the land of others located close to the construction. 

AUG 31 CANADA: FIRST NATIONS OCCUPY SECOND 
SALMON FARM IN A WEEK 

Around sixteen members of the Musgamagw Dzawada’enuxw 
and Kwikwasutinuxw Haxwamis Nations occupied the Wick¬ 
low Point Salmon farm in British Columbia. Around five folks 
remained, stating they wouldn’t leave until the government re¬ 
vokes the farm’s permits. The farm never received permission 
from First Nations to operate. 
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LATE AUG GERMANY: HUNTING HIGHSEATS DESTROYED 

From the statement: “At the end of August we irreparably dis¬ 
mantled deer hunting highseats in woodland owned by the 
norfolk wildlife trust in solidarity with all ALF and everything 
else attacking this animal murdering civilisation. -ALF” 

EARLY SEPT CANADA: PIPELINE MATERIALS 
SABOTAGED 

Pipe segments meant for the Enbridge Line 10 pipeline near 
Fiamilton, Ontario, were sabotaged. Using a cordless drill, cut¬ 
ting oil, and corrosive chemicals, activists punctured holes in 
the segments meant to expand the Line 10 pipeline, rendering 
them unusable. 

SEPT 2 MICHIGAN WATER PROTECTORS PADDLE 
AGAINST ENBRIDGE LINE 5 

The third annual “Pipe Out Paddle Protest” took place in 
Mackinaw City. The water protectors organized with and were 
joined by Indigenous peoples from Michigan, nearby states, 
and Canada to raise awareness about Line 5, which transports 
oil under the Straights of Mackinaw. 

SEPT 2-3 ITALY: HUNTER'S TRAINING CENTER 
SABOTAGED, ANIMALS LIBERATED 

Activists attacked the hunters training center in Prevalle, Bres¬ 
cia, leaving behind broken glass, destroyed furniture, and ru¬ 
ined cages. About 200 quail and partridges were released. 

SEPT 7 CHILE: ARSON ATTACK AGAINST RODEO 

The incendiary attack was carried out against the infrastructure 
of the Olmue rodeo ring in the Cajon Grande sector in the fifth 
region of Valparaiso. There were no injuries or arrests. So far no 
group has claimed the action. 

SEPT 8 FRANCE: HUNTING TOWERS DESTROYED 

Four vegan activists destroyed five shooting towers in the West 
of France. They were tagged with “ALF.” 

SEPT 10 SWEDEN: HUNTING LODGES BURNED 

The hunting lodges were burned down and several'hunting 
towers destroyed in northern Sweden by the ALF anti-hunt 
division. 

SEPT 10 CANADA: TRAIN BLOCKED IN SOLIDARITY WITH 
GASPESIE BLOCKADE [pictured] 

In Montreal, people rallied and marched in solidarity with the 
ongoing Gaspesie Junex blockade and against the oil industry 
and colonialism. The crowd temporarily blockaded a section of 
train tracks. 



SEPT 12 CANADA: BANNER DROP IN SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE RIVER CAMP 

During the week of action for solidarity with the River Camp 
in Gaspesie blocking the oil company Junex, a banner was 
hung at Cegep St-Laurent, reading, “Fuck oil companies, soli¬ 
darity against Junex.” 

SEPT 13 TEN ARRESTED IN MASSACHUSETES AT 
TENNESSEE GAS CO. HEADQUARTERS 

Protesters blockaded a road leading to the company’s Sandis- 
field headquarters while others approached the offices and is¬ 
sued a mock arrest warrant for current and former executives of 
Kinder Morgan, the parent company of Tennessee Gas Pipeline 
Co. 

SEPT 14 LOCKDOWN AT WISCONSIN ENBRIDGE SITE 

Water Protectors in Superior blockaded two entrances to con¬ 
struction sites along the Enbridge Line 3 pipeline route, stop¬ 
ping work for several hours. Pfeople locked down to vehicles 
parked at the entrance, points of the site. Five people were ar¬ 
rested. 

SEPT 15 CANADA: FISH FARM SOLIDARITY OCCUPATION 

Protesters occupied the office of Vancouver-Point Grey poli¬ 
tician David Eby in support of First Nations groups from the 
Namgis and Musgamagw Dzawada enuxw that have occupied 
fish farms in their territories demanding that they be shut down. 
Occupiers demanded Eby make good on campaign promises 
that would regulate salmon farms in First Nations territories. 

SEPT 17 ENGLAND: BADGER CULL INFRASTRUCTURE 
DESTROYED 

In Cornwall, animal liberators against the cull caused thou¬ 
sands of pounds of damage by smashing badger cages, destroy¬ 
ing two release pens, removing multiple electric fences, and 
removing feeding and drinking apparatuses. 
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SEPT 20 FRANCE: COPS RAID 

ANTI-NUKE CAMPAIGN 
HOUSES 

Police kicked in the door and smashed ve¬ 
hicle windows at the house of anti-nuclear 
power organizers. Cops searched a second 
house the same day and seized computer 
equipment. The raids spawned a wave of 
over 15 solidarity protests. 

SEPT 22 FRANCE: NUCLEAR 

ENERGY COMPANY 
CAR BURNED 

A car owned by a French nuclear energy 
company was burned in response to raids 
that took place in Bure against anti-nuke 
activists. A message left at the scene read, 
“STOP THE SEARCHES IN BURE! 
Solidarity with the struggle in Bure, and 
the comrades who are undergoing repres¬ 
sion. HANDS OFF BURE!” 


SEPT 17 FRANCE: INTERNET COMPANY CARS BURNED 

In Albi, anticapitalists of the United Front of Insurrectionalist 
Movements of Rural Areas burned five cars belonging to the 
internet infrastructure company Orange. 

SEPT 18 BLOCKADE IN WISCONSIN AGAINST LINE 3 

Water Protectors from the Makwa camp continued their wave 
of direct action in resistance to the Enbridge Line 3 pipeline 
with a blockade at a construction site in Superior using an up¬ 
turned car that one person locked down to. (See photo on front 
page) 

SEPT 18 ARKANSAS PUMP STATION LOCKOUT 

Members of Rabbit Ridge Resistance locked the entrance to 
the Diamond Pipeline Damascus Pump Station in Van Buren 
County in an effort to shut down the project in the name of 
public safety. 

SEPT 19 GERMANY: COPS EVICT TRIPOD IN HAMBACH 
FOREST (pictured) 

About 100 cops entered the defense camp to evict a live-in tri¬ 
pod positioned in a road. During 11 hours of struggle, they 
detained and later released five people. 

SEPT 20 FERC MEETING DISRUPTED IN WASHINGTON, 
DC 

Pipeline protesters entered and disrupted a meeting of the Fed¬ 
eral Energy Regulatory Commission, the first of which to take 
place under the new Trump administration. 


SEPT 22 FRANCE: BUTCHER SHOP LOCKS GLUED 

In Saint Pierre La Palud (Rhone), locks on the entrance door of 
a butcher shop were glued shut. 

SEPT 23 CHILE: EIGHT MAPUCHE LEADERS ARRESTED 

After a series of raids spanning three Chilean territories, eight 
leaders of the Mapuche movement for territorial reclamation 
were arrested and are being held in pre-trial custody on charges 
of “Illicit Terrorist Association” as support for the movement 
grows. 

LATE SEPT UK: BADGER CULL INTERFERED WITH, 
BADGERS UBERATED 

Saboteurs across the country resisted this year’s government-run 
badger cull by releasing badgers and destroying traps. ^ 

Stay updated on the Eco-Wars 

with the Earth First! Newswire 

earthfirstjournal.org/newswire 






THE EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

HOW YOU CAN HELP AND GET INVOLVED 


The Journal needs assistance! 

Tilings are looking up in South Florida: This year was the 
third year in a row that we published four issues of the Journal; 
we increased our merchandise distribution tremendously; 
we got two new computers for staff use; and we have some 
impassioned new staff members. Still, there are light-years to go 
before the Journal isn't constantly in danger of folding. For more 
information, or if you have questions about any of the following 
requests, please email collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 

Short-Term Employees: Right now the Journal has two 
out-of-this-world short-termers, another on the way, AND a 
kick-ass volunteer. This is fairly typical for the winter; about as 
typical as Onion and Rabbit being alone in the office during 
most of the summer. Please, if you seriously want to help the 
Journal, think about short-terming in the spring or summer of 
2018. Short-terming stretches are two to three months long 
and are the first step to becoming a long-termer. To apply, visit: 
earthfirstjournal.org/employment. 

Long-Term Employees: Rabbit and Onion have been 
long-terming for quite a while and are both ready to pass on 
the reins. A long-term position at the Journal is meant to last 
for around two years—Rabbit has been here for almost five 
and Onion for almost four. While they are committed to stay¬ 
ing on board until replacements are found, they are quickly 
headed towards burnout. Being a long-termer requires a com¬ 
mitment of at least a couple of years. The pay is more than 
short-terming and the responsibilities expand tremendously. 
In order to be a long-termer, you must first short-term for an 
average of six months. 

Content: Articles, poetry, opinions, art, and a whole bunch of 
other things are needed to make each issue of the Journal. Ideally 
these would come from folks not working at the office—that 
means you! This issue is the second in a row without a "Dear Shit 
fer Brains," which is strictly due to a lack of submissions. Our 
submission deadlines for the print magazine are February 1, May 
1, August 1, and November 1, and articles and press releases can 
be submitted for the Newswire at any time. 

Merch Material: Finally, after years of dreaming and a bit 
of elbow grease, the Journal is selling Earth .First! merch out of 
the office—and a good amount of it too! While this is without 
a doubt a fantastic thing, it also means that the Journal office 
has shirts, stickers, patches, and pins from floor to ceiling, in 
addition to the 12,000+ magazines it stores. We've bought a 
few storage bins but need many more, along with other storage 
ideas. Please email store@earthfirstjournal.org with any 
suggestions or donate to earthfirstjournal.org/donate or 
Earth First!Journal, PO Box 964, Lake Worth, FL 33460. 

Cleaning Tools: The Journal office gets really dirty really 
quickly and needs to be straightened or cleaned on an almost 


daily basis. In addition, the yard has been collecting Earth 
First! and local Lake Worth do-dads for years and needs con¬ 
stant attention. While it's something we enjoy doing, it's hard 
work—especially without the proper tools—so we're making 
an ask for the following items: vacuum, shop-vac, mop, towels, 
rags, shovels, monkeywrenches, and tools of any kind. These 
items can be sent to our mailing address (see above) or you 
can donate online and specify that your money is intended for 
cleaning tools. Having a cleaner space will help us keep the city 
off our back and our employees less stressed, as well as help the 
Journal office be a welcoming community space. 

Food: The whole Journal crew works hard just about every 
single day. Even the most highly paid of us makes half of the 
poverty level, so just getting by is sometimes complicated. Food 
stamps are occasionally available and dumpster diving provides 
us with some nourishment, but any supplemental food would 
go a long way. If you feel the urge, send us some dry goods; 
specifically brown rice, beans of all kinds, canned goods, and 
whatever else you can think of. This is a great way to support 
the Journal Collective, plus we get to eat! 

Distro: Perhaps one of the most frustrating parts of what we 
do is figuring out how to get hard copies of the Journal into 
more hands. So many of our large distributors have gone out 
of business in the past few years (who reads magazines any¬ 
more?!) that it's becoming harder and harder to find the Journal 
in stores. You can help!! If you know some stores, infoshops, 
health food stores, or other places, that you think might be 
interested in carrying the Journal , we can send you some sam¬ 
ple copies to distribute. Every place that carries the magazine 
increases the chance of recruiting more eco-warriors. 

We really appreciate your support and ongoing resistance to 
ecocide, and we hope the Journal can continue to uplift your 
world. 

For the Wild, 
The Earth First! Journal Collective 



Come hang with Solidaridog at the EF! Journal Office. 
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EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS 6 SNAKE OIL 

this swag and more available at EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG/sTORE 


Earth First! 

Direct Action Manual 


Patches: $3.00 


Third Edition 


Pins: $1.50 


EF! tools tote bag: 
$ 20.00 
"It's huge!" 


Shirts: 

$20.00421.00 


Direct Action 
Manuals: $15.00 
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WANTED 



ROOtt TO ROAfV 


www.BuffaloFieldCampaign.org 




Eliza Pickering 
5 years old 

with Stephanie McMillan 




WE THE PEOPLE 
MUST HELP V 
EACH OTHERf 


This summer has shown that the effects of climate change are not distant fears, but 
current realities. However, instead of changing course, those in power are stepping up 
efforts to exacerbate the climate chaos. ^ e are resisting these threats to our survival, 
brick bv brick, gutted home by gutted home. The historic flooding in Louisiana is 
being called the worst disaster since Hurricane Sandy. Tens of thousands have been 
affected and over a hundred thousand people have applied for disaster assistance. As 
the waters recede and people are able to return to their homes, disaster survivors look 
for accomplices who can assist them in achieving this communal recovery without 
imposing the stigma of charity. Join us as we struggle for climate justice and stand in 
solidarity with disaster impacted communities! 

Email us at MuUiaLAidDisasterRelief g gmaiLcom 


Mutual Aid Disaster Relief 




ALLIANCE 

Working for a debris free sea 


looking for a spot on the ads spread? 
email ads@earthfirstjournal.org 





















LEARN. SUPPORT. SHARE. 


WE’RE BACK - ORDER #17 TODAY. 
Direct Act ion. inf o/magazine.htm 



Pnntmaking 
in support 
of social and 
ecological justice. 


issue 5 is out! 

Black Seed 

a green anarchist journal for today’s world 

blackseed@anarchyplanet.org 
blackseed.anarchyplanet.org Jp ^ 

available at 3^jf| 

littleblackcart.com 
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coMSPmncv 



VIEWING I AND | DOWNLOAD 


UfUfUf. THeTttLOMCOMSPIRttCY.COM 



certain 


DAYS * MNtatf'Prisoners 

Calendar 



$15 


each 


$8 


for prisoners 
(postage paid) 


wholesale 
rates available 


The 2018 Certain Days: Freedom for 
Political Prisoners calendar will be out in Fall 2017. 


AH proceeds benefit groups supporting political 
prisoners and fighting the prison system. 
Accepting advance orders as of August 2017. 

Send checks made out to QPIRG Concordia at address below. 

www.certaindays.org 

info@certaindays.org 

c/o NYC ABC, PO Box 110034, Brooklyn, NY 11211, USA. 












































Eco-Action Group Directory 


Everglades Earth First! 

EVERGUDESEARTHFIRST.NET 

Georgia 

Chattahoochee Earth First! 

DIRTYSOUTH_EF@RISEUP.NET 

Idaho 

Wild Idaho Rising Tide 

WILDIDAHORISINGTIDE.ORG 

Illinois 

Rising Tide Chicago 

CHICAGORISINGTIDE.ORG 

Indiana 

Glacier's Edge Earth First! 

GLACIERSEDGE@RISEUP.NET 

Iowa 

Mississippi Stand 

MISSISSIPPISTAND@GMAIL.COM 

Maine 

Stop the East-West Corridor 

STOPTHECORRIDOR.ORG 

Maryland 

Savage Mountain Earth First! 

SAVAGEMOUNTAINEF@RISEUP.NET 


United States 

Rising Tide North America 

RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 

TWAC [Trans and/or Womens 
Action Camp] 

TWAC.WORDPRESS.COM 

Arizona 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support 

SUPPORTBUCKMESA.ORG 

No Mas Muertes/No More Deaths 

NOMOREDEATHS.ORG 

Arkansas 

Arkansas Rising 

ARKANSASRISING.NET 

California 

Diablo Rising Tide 

DIABLORISINGTIDE.ORG 

Earth First! Humboldt & Mattole 
Blockade 

CONTACTEFHUM@GMAIL.COM 

Rising Tide Sacramento 
facebook.com/rtsacramento 

Santa Barbara Earth First! 

FREEAWARENESS@GMAIL.COM 

[805] 708-7817 

Save Our Little Lake Valley 

SAVELinLELAKEVALLEY.ORG 

Colorado 

Southwest Earth First! 

SOUTHWESTEARTHFIRST.WORDPRESS.COM 

District of Columbia 

Chesapeake Earth First! 

CHESAPEAKEEARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET 

Florida 

Eternal Springs Earth First! 

SABALTRAILRESISTANCE.WORDPRESS.COM 


Michigan 

Fen Valley Earth First! 

FENVALLEYEARTHFIRST.WORDPRESS.COM 

Michigan Coalition Against Tar Sands 

MICHIGANCATS.ORG 

Montana 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN.ORG 

Seeds of Peace 

SEEDSOFPEACECOLLECTIVE.ORG 

Nebraska 

Earth First! Nebraska 

BUFFALOBRUCEl@GMAIL.COM 


New Jersey 

Split Rock Sweetwater Camp 
facebook.com/splitrockprayercamp 

New York 

Hudson Valley Earth First! 

HUDSONVALLEYEARTHFIRST.WORDPRESS.COM 

Marcellus Shale Earth First! 

MARCELLUSSHALEEARTHFIRST.ORG 

Rising Tide NYC 

RISINGTIDENYC@RISEUP.NET 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

WETLANDS-PRESERVE.ORG 

Northeast 

ACAB [Anti Cis-Hetero-Patriarchy Action 
Brigade] Earth First! 

ACABEF.WORDPRESS.COM 

FANG [Fighting Against Natural Gas] 

FANGTOGETHER.ORG 

North Carolina 

High Country Earth First! 

HIGHCOUNTRYEF.WORDPRESS.COM 

PiedmontEarth Firstl 

PIEDMONTEF@RISEUP.NET 

Smoky Mountain Eco-Defense 

SMED.BLACKBLOGS.ORG 

Ohio 

Appalachia Resist! 

APPALACHIARESIST.WORDPRESS.COM 

Oklahoma 

Great Plains Tar Sands Resistance 

GPTARSANDSRESISTANCE.ORG 

Oklahoma/Texas 

Cross Timbers Earth First! 

CROSSTIMBERSEF.COM 
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Tacoma Direct Action 
facebqok.com/tacomadirectaction 

Wisconsin 


Oregon 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 
[541]385-9167 

BLUEMTNSBIODIVERSITY.WORDPRESS.COM 

Coast Range Forest Watch 

COASTRANGEFORESTWATCH.ORG 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

FORESTDEFENSENOW.COM 

Northwest Ecosystem Survey Team 

NESTCASCADIA.WORDPRESS.COM 

Portland Rising Tide 

PORTLANDRISINGTIDE.ORG 

Southern Oregon Rising Tide 

SORISINGTIDE.ORG 

Pennsylvania 

Camp White Pine 
facebook.com/campwhitepinepa 

Three Rivers Rising Tide 

THREERIVERSRISINGTIDE.ORG 

Marcellus Shale Earth First! 

MARCELLUSSHALEEARTHFIRST.ORG 

Texas 

Tar Sands Blockade 

TARSANDSBLOCKADE.ORG 

Utah 

Canyon Country Rising Tide 

CANYONCOUNTRYRISINGTIDE.ORG 

Utah Tar Sands Resistance 

TARSANDSRESIST.ORG 

Wasatch Rising Tide 

WASATCHRISINGTIDE@GMAIL.COM 

Vermont 

Green Mountain Earth First! 

GMEF@RISEUP.NET 

Rising Tide Vermont 

RISINGTIDEVERMONT.ORG 

Virginia 

Tidewater Earth First! 

TIDEWATEREARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET 

Washington 

Climate First Responders 
facebook.com/climatefirstresponders 


Madison Infoshop 

MADISONINFOSHOP@GMAIL.COM 

West Virginia 

Radical Action for Mountains' and 
People's Survival 

RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 

International 


Australia 

Earth First! Australia 
efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

. Front Line Action on Coal 

FRONTLINEACTION.ORG 

Rising Tide Australia 
risingtide.org.au 

Stop Adani Alliance 

STOPADANI.COM 

Canada 

Klabona Keepers 
facebook.com/klabonakeepers 

Rebel! Rebuild! Rewild! 

REBELREBUILDREWILD.NOBLOGS.ORG 

Tache d'huile 

TACHE-DHUILE.INFO 

Unist'ot'en Camp 

UNISTOTENCAMP.COM 

Vancouver Island Community Forest 
Action Network 

FORESTACTION.WIKIDOT.COM 

Wildlife Defence League 

WILDLIFEDEFENCELEAGUE.ORG 

Clayoquot Action 

CLAYOQUOTACTION.ORG 

Ecuador 

Rising Tide Ecuador 

MAREACRECIENTECUADOR.WORDPRESS.COM 


Stop Fennovoima 

FENN0V0IMA.N0.C0M 

Germany 

Hambach'Forest Occupation 
hambachforest.blogsport.de 

Iceland 

Saving Iceland 

SAVINGICELAND.ORG 

Ireland 

Earth First! Eire 

EARTHFIRSTEIRE@RISEUP.NET 

Rossport Solidarity Camp 
struggle.ws/rsc 

Mexico 

Green Revolt Collective 
facebook.com/revueltaverde 

Mexico Rising Tide 

MAREA-CRECIENTE.ORG 

Netherlands 

Earth First! Netherlands 
groenfront.nl/english 

Phillipines 

Earth First! Philippines 
facebook.com/earthfirst.philippines 

United Kingdom 

Coal Action Network [UK] 
coalaction.qrg.uk 

Coal Action Scotland 
coalactionscotland.noflag.org.uk 

Earth First! UK 
earthfirst.org.uk 

Earth First! UK Climbers Guild 

CLIMBERSGUILD@EARTHFIRST.ORG.UK 

Rising Tide UK 
risingtide.qrg.uk 

Contact us with 
suggestions of groups to 
add or for help finding a 
group in your area: 

COLLECTIVE (a) EARTH FIRSTJOURNAL.ORG 


Finland 

Finland Rising Tide 

HVOKVAALTO.NET 
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SUBSCRIBE OR DONATE TO 

EARTH FIRST! JO 


An axolotl, by Ira Clarke 


There are two easy ways to donate or subscribe: 

• Pay online by credit or debit at earthfirstjournal.org/donate or earthfirstjournal.org/subscriptions 

• Send a check payable to “Earth First! Journal" along with this form to: 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 964 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 

□ $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income), US 

□ $32 Supporter Rate, US 

□ $50 Anonymous Envelope, US* 

Q $50 First Class Envelope, US 

□ $20 Donate a Subscription to a Prisoner 

□ $50 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

□ $60 Air Mail, International 

(US $, no foreign checks) 

□ $100 Corporate / Law Enforcement 

□ $500 Lifetime Subscription 

□ $_ _Donation 

* If you cannot afford an anonymous subscription but feel that receiving the Forth First! Journal at your home or work would 
have negative repercussions, legal or otherwise, please contact us so that we can figure out a price that works for you. 


Name _ 

Address _ 

City/State/Zip 

Country _ 

Phone _ 

Email _ 

Check #_ 

Date / / 

Amount $__ 
























Igl Blockaders raising a new tripod after this year's Round River Rendezvous 
.*•3 using the "why don't we just lean the poles up against the hill?" method, 
j fea Trees can be used in lieu of a hill to get around the hardest phase of 
* pole raising, the initial lift. See "Still Fighting" on page 8 for more on the 
P : defenders of the ancient Mattole Forest in California. 
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